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ORA NEALE HURSTON
(1891-1960) was a novelist, folk-
lorist, and anthropologist whose fic-
tional and factual accounts of black
heritage are unparalleled. She is the
author of Jonah's Gourd Vine, Their
Eyes Were Watching God, Tell My
Horse, Dust Tracks on a Road, and

Mules and Men.

Mules and Men is a treasury of black America's folklore as
collected by a famous storyteller and anthropologist who
grew up hearing the songs and sermons, sayings and tall
tales that have formed on oral history of the South since
the time of slavery. As Zora Neale says, "It was a hilarious
night with a pinch of everything social mixed with the sto-
ry telling...Some of the stories were the familiar drummer-
type of tale about two Irishmen, Pat and Mike, or two Jews
- as the case might be. Some were the European folk-tales
> = undiluted like Jack and the Beanstalk. Negro imagination
B is so facile that there was little need for outside help.” The
stories, "'big old lies,"” songs, voodoo customs, and super-
stitions recorded in these pages captured the imagination
and bring back to life the humor and wisdom that is the
unique heritage of American blacks.
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