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Get rid of needless | |\

flag burning statute

I'here was no big surprise last week when a federal
judge in Washington state upheld the nght to burn the
American flag as a sign of political protest or expres
Not only was the decision anti-clhimactic, 1t was
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When the flag-burning bill was passed last Octo
ber. several protesters including four in Seattle
sel out 1o test the constitutionality of the law by tarch
ing the Stars and Stripes on the steps of government
buildings. The Washington group was put on trial for
their part in the protest

11S. District Judge Barbara Rothstein said the right
to burn the ftlag was guaranteed the First
vimendment. Under the Constitution, the right to burn
a Hag, she said. was equal to the right to wave one

under

As soon as Rothstein's decision was announced
Congressional leaders and the Justice Departmoent said
they would ask the 118, Supreme Court to review the
Depending on which side vou talk 1o, the Seattle
ruling has several contrasting implications. Opponents

of the lag burning law sav the decision upholds con

stitutianal nghts Supporters of the measure sav Con
gress didn’t go far enough with the law
{ l\l"_:[l'\‘-“‘.'h]l lpaders are not giving up thie law

without a tight  Interestingly hoth I\'i'lllltlll
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growth habitat deserves protection

cans and Democrats, senators and representatives, are
downplaving Rothstein's  decision. Senate  Majority A\ cnitica nvironmental area s about 1 percent
Leader George Mitchell said the ruling was “expect hout to o under the blade, and o1 has Last fall Thomas justitiably arged the
el House Speaker Tom Foley thinks the law will be prompted objections trom: people on botl BLA to set aside areas of the Coburg Fllls T
:lj'i}|'|;|lllthr' Supreme ourt des of the timber issue prrotect ti bards. Howesver, BN manastet
Ihe tlag burning law is idotic. Literally the entire Plans tor sales of old growth timber i riqected his recommendation I"h 0N
world s undergoing rapid change, but Bush and com the Coburg | ortheast ol Eugene, have b ! rotect i ind b
pany continue to engage in useless political rhetori pushed on even 1 igh the 1'S Bureau of cagle ronstin 1 ind 1 I il
about whether someone has the right to torch a piece of Land NManagemaent atsell seer i fircd ! i th n ! L1
colored cloth. While South Alrica strives to end apart e assue. The win wildlife biol '
heid, Bast and West Germany struggle to reunify and Lo rhie Th | nced h pp 31l ' iy .
Fastern Europe reaches for democracy, the United Lian to loggin drea it fs ! gt { )
Stites the “leaders™ of the Free World debates Ihe: BLM iann ! el 2o ¢t | 192 By that time, th
meaningless and tired 1ssues jr 1 [ 8] the (Lo Iy p | S L0 e |
Burning something has a long-standing tradition as L i i ol ieres 18 set lor later that, among other thi o hed o |
a form of protest. Wilhiam Lloyvd Garrison burned a Last n n., It I t Cobur weserve the region emainin i
copy of the Constitution to protest slavery. Draft cards til I t
went up in smoke in protest ol the Vietnam war. It is a What's at stak | IO i Bethier eathe { Vil
wav to show dissatisfaction with what the government rowth tenough K i ¢ o s he (ol |
is doing Tor bards ol pres tl | e {s 0
Fhe Supreme Court should strike down this law Specitically, says Thomas. old growth ) oWt timber, and the ampendin s e
What the executive and legislative branches of the n optimum habitat for h h . | 1 to 1 s 1 '
United States have torn down, the judicial should seek vagles and hawh Al fe il i
to rebuild. The bill is an archaic piece ol legislation v L 000 acres oF tand vitally amport () '
designed to do nothing more than wasle government the bird t ot I J ! |
time, money and resources. It needs to go | i I
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