Editorial

Prejudice inhibits
productive ability

Discrimination is a word we hear far too often in
our conversations, in the media and even in the pages
of the Oregon Daily Emerald. Although it is important
to bring discrimination out in the open. it is distress-
g o see ]'.'t'“']l!' use it as a method of closing others
out

There are more than 100 groups on campus, each
with its own purpose and direction. There are many
occasions for groups o work together to put on events
creale awareness ol specitic ]u'uinll-m« or just to get
things accomplished faster

Unlortunatelv,  discrimination or presumed  dis-
crinination can keep groups trom working together o
even communicating with each other

But sometimes it seems that people will use a pre-
sumed discrimination to avoid working with a group
or organmization. I a group feels that an organization is
tor example, they will
avoid contact with that group and affix a label to them

Fhe Student Insurgent is a good example. Minority
student groups have decided to publish their own
newsletter instead of publishing in the “racist™ Insur-
gent. Now the Insurgent is angry because it had hoped
to be a voice for all voiceless student groups

Some also complaim that the Survival Center makes
too little effort to attract minority student ivolvement
and that is a predominantly white male establishment

Fhe topic of a workshop last weekend was “"Sex
isim i the Peace Movement.” It was open to 20 wom
en: no men were allowed. This seems only to further
the separation between the sexes, causing men in somi:
campus groups to jokingly say thev would have a
||].|I|"“|]]\' \\lll'i\‘;llll‘l

All campus groups are subject to some kind of dis-
crimination complaint, whether it be that they are
white, liberal, conservative, racist. sexist, whatever. Il
is almost unavoidable. We develop a stereatyvpe of an
organization and greet cach member with that stereo-
type inmind. This is a form of discrimination,

When we emphasize the differences between each
other, we only create a deeper rift that will be harder to
bridge. Racism, sexism, homophobia or any kind ol
discrimination creates a blockade in communication

It is vital that we work together on projects. be-
cause it's the only way to have an effective impact or
cause any real change. We need to stop discriminating
and perpetrating ideas that cause discrimination. We
can not let it keep us apart

This is not to deny the validity of a discrimination
caomplaint. Rather it is to point out that the only way to
solve these problems is to step beyond labeling. and
work to create open lines of communication and un-
derstanding between all groups

“homophobic™ or ““sexist,”
|

.. SO WE IN THE CURAN
COMMUNIST PARTY
LEADERSHIP HAVE
DECIDED T0 INITIATE

A FEW MAXCK
REFOKMS...

County expects economic slump to come

Ihere's little optimism 1o be found in
county covernment nowadavs. Lane County
commissioners have been saving recently
that an economic downturn is about to hit
this arca. and about to hit hard, too

In a major Kegister-Caard artic le [Feb
149 COMMISsIoners Jerey st Steve

Cornacchia and others pointed at length to
the trouble they saw bhrewing

| l]u' l-|.|h|r|1|" COIMINISSIOners see on 11i!'
And while

it's disheartenimg to hear the news

hortzon are detimitely alarming
Wit Cdll
e elad that at least the county ||1|Fn-x to be
prepared for the downturn

Why the downturn now, in this time ol
LT pare cdented S| Lot lll.ll stire-1o-last-tor
ever, el Reaganomics economie erowth?
Part of the meason includes a 16 percent
county general tund expenditure increase
over last vear, But the major reasons centet
.H\rHHll serious -il'l redsids 1n l‘\ill‘ll!'l’ AN
e
o The county’'s major sources ol revenue Ay
pear unusually valnerable right now . For ex
ample. tederal timber receipts for the sale of
lands managed by the U'S. Bureau of Land
NManagement are expected to drop $1.5 mil

J'.lll] et vear

county’s income trom state and federal agen
cies. That monev represents about a third of
the county's general fund. But federal ex
penditures for local governments are expect
ed to drop as forced Gramm-Rudman cuts
take awayv from the monev available. So
much for that unprecedented spectaculan
ad nauseum growth
e Finally, the county’s tax base isn't enough
to cover for the rough times. The $7 million
tax base covers about 3 percent of the coun
tv's total budget. That tax base has not been
substantially increased since 1919

here will also be debate over the coun
tv's tax base. Some lolks are feeling the
s(ueeze as 1s and don't want taxes to be in
creased. Others, like Rust, maintain that al
ter 700 years it's time to update the base
Without the tax base update, it's likeh
county residents will be asked to approvi
more spnt |.|| |l'\|!‘~. ln[ }!{p-.u services, s }!
as the three-year, $11 million levy on the
upcoming ballot for law enforcement and
corrections

It's not enough now to just realize a
downturn is coming. Economic cveles being
what thev are. one was due eventually any
wav. The debate must now begin on how
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¢ There's also concern regarding Lane coun best to meet that downturn
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