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_Community_ 

Hate crime experts talk 
about white supremacy 
Gang coalition still worried 

Bv Hon Walker 
l morale) Asmk ialo tditor 

The < omiminitv * oalition foi 
Youth (,,tng Prevention will 
host two regional exports oil 

while Miprom.ii 1st gangs at ils 
next pulilii mooting tonight .it 

.it the Springllehl ( 11\ Hall. 
I iltli SI 

Brad Kind assislanl north 
itext regional direi tor nl the 
Anti I let,im.it ion League in Se- 
attle ami MHi h Bice senior 

trooper ol the Oregon State I'n 
I it e in Cortland. will discuss 
the ai tivities of it llite suprema 

ist gangs 111 the Northwest 
I In A HI keeps records tit 

hate t inies pal lit ularli anti 
Si until mi itients. Kind s.uil ill 

an Intel view 1 llesdai \\ hlie 
suprematist groups lipicalh 
garner members from urban 
aieas where the environment is 

violent and rui iall\ polari/etl. 
he said 

In addition, sot lal pathoiogv 
( ail make a \ outh lei eptive to 

bizarre ideology lie said 
Kind said the edui ational el 

toils ut groups sui h as the lot al 
g.mg prevention oalition are 

lielplul to prepare a omiminitv 
for wavs to respond to gang in- 

in membership sinct' it lornied 
l.ist \l.i\ When lilt' group lnsl 
mi'l (hind s.ii<i .iliuut 7n in HO 

people nllrndrd 

1 hi-, w.is ,i limi' wlii'ii ur 

ui'ii' .it thr lininiil.itmg stage, 
deriding uli.it ur were going 
tn do .mil how ur urn- going 
tu grl iirg.ini/t'd. shr s.iiil 

I lir number nt people .it r.ii li 
meeting envies Imm nionlli to 
iinin111 sniil Kit h.ird (hrenr 
hair nl the gang prevention o 

al it inn's ct I Hi at lull I OUllllittee 

llie first leu meetings were 

heavily attended, but the most 
ret. ell I meeting mi |nn J drew 
about i"i people although the 
weather u as had he said 

( aeeia* said the t oalition is 
imi|niseiI ut committees spe 
iali/ing in eduiat ion I nisi 

ness, lot al government and 
\ outh 

(.reene said one ill the lea 

sons gangs have not established 
themselves luealk is that pen 
pie m the .lie,i are rdm aletl 
about youth gangs 

But (arrnr said white so 

premai isi gangs may have an 

easiet avenue tin establishing 
themselves in the area than do 

‘One thing about the Aryan Nations and 
Skinheads is that these people like the 
open spaces available in Oregon.' 

— Jan (iund 

11Iti.<1 u>11 IiiiI |iulii r .u lion 
would ho needed to drive llii'in 
out 

'One of iIn- most imp.irl.ml 
t.u lois m innli.illim; Skinhead 
gangs is vigorous law enforce 
monl Kind said Oregon is a 

stale with vigorous statutes to 

prosei iilc hale nine otleruiers 
ho said 

I low evoi lie added I don't 
know that tlioio s a lot vou an 

do about Ulidorlv lug sin lal 
problems 

( iang prevention oalitiou 
halt Ian (hind said a kev to 

ioi ognizing the appearance ot 
vouth gangs and tin keeping 
them .mu is sharing ndornia 
t ion 

t land said the group is mak 
mg an effort to etlin ate the 
oinriniinH atiout the different 

tvpes ot smith gangs, as well as 

the juvenile pistil e s\ stem 

We want people to lie as 

well informed ahont what's go 
mg on in the uiininunih as 

possible she said 

U hat s going on m the mil 

nninitv how e\ ei is not unit li 
as fai as a< Inal gang present e is 

mil erned The oalitiou 
tin rued attei a number ol r.u nil 
lv-motivated hate crimes were 

reported last winter, hut tile 
mils indii ations ot gang m ti\ I 

tv have been spmadn graftiti 
and inilii iduals w illi gang allil- 
i.it ions 

In \ovenihei a onrl inpini 
turn haired ail IH-vear-old al- 
leged gang member from the 
1 ugene School District There 
have been no documented 
gang related rimes in Kugene 

Ihe gang prevention coali 
lion has seen a gradual dei line 

drug intented gangs 

Oregon's with* rural areas 

lliiv e a histm v ul ,illi ill ting 
groups mu h as the ku kills 
k 1,111. Ill' S.llll 

(111 nd s.iid ( hie tiling .iliinit 
the Aryan Nations and Skin 
heads is that these people like 
the open s|i,n es available in t )i 

egun 
Mniem it, the 1x pe ul illii it 

drug Iraltu king in the area is 

anothei lai lor dist ournging 
vmdh gangs from setting up 
heie t heene said 

I'hough Kugene is a hig mai 

ket tor niethani|ihetai!illle 
the ivtong drug Ini youth 
gangs lie said sin h drugs as 

lai k tax .line are not as t mu 

moil here 

(heene said the white so 

premai ist \rv an Nat ions inn 

pound has exed taros and Lane 
ianilities tin future its ruiting 
ai 11v 11 v 

\lthuugli xx e h.n en t had a 

lot ot a< lion in Kugene this is a 

targeted area, he said 

(heene stressed the need to 

prevent sui h groups from mm 

mg to Kugene Two \rars ago, 
lie said I at oma U ash \\ as in 

a similai situation, with isolat- 
ed signs ot gang at tivit\ hut no 

dot umelltnd present e 

Now l ai oma is riddled xx ith 
youth gangs, lie said "Kugene 
is in a privileged position" to 

gel rid ol the problem helms- it 

starts, he said 

()ni e they re there rim e 

they ve got a foothold in the 
ommunitx there's no turning 

l).u:k 'louhe lighting a losing 
bailie 


