__Editorial

‘Priorities’ doom
faculty salary raise

Last Friday, the Oregon State System of Higher Ed-
ucation board gave Chancellor Thomas Bartlett permis-
sion to ask the state’s Emergency Board for $10 million
to prop up teacher faculty salaries. The word from E-
board members is to expect the request to be denied

The state has $39 million to allocate to agencies in
desperate need of money. The fund is designed to
patch up various state hutlgt ts until a scheduled legis-
lative session

In anv type of emergency-funding board. the key
word is priorities. Who will get the limited amount of
resources? Who is the most needy? In this case. teacher
salaries finish third behind the Department of Human
Resources and Corrections. Unfortunately, there is no
prize for third place,

Lawmakers knew going into the 1989 legislative
session that the OSSHE was hopelessly underfunded.
But politics. and other perceived “legislative priori-
ties™ kept anvthing from being done. Time ran out,
and colleges and universities had 1o make due with a
medger appropriation.

While Medicare and other social programs are de-
serving of extra funding. lawmakers are going to have
to make a choice on their “priorities.”” What could be
more important than allocating money in the future
leaders of the state? While students would not directly
receive money from the $10 million request. they
would surely benefit from it. Giving professors a
much-needed and much-deserved raise would make
them more willing to stay in Oregon. rather than look-
ing for more lucrative pastures elsewhere

It is odd that Bartlett has come under fire from his
own hackers, Some OSSHE board members and legisla-
tors have criticized him for asking for too little. Sen.
Larry Hill (D-Springfield) would prefer to see a $60
million request. Such an attitude i1s similar to a man,
dying of thirst, getting oftered a sip from a canteen and
turning it down because it's not mineral water. Trans-
lation: get what vou can before asking for more. A $10
million request is “reasonable’ at this time: $60 mil-
lion is not.

If the Emergency Board turns down the Bartlett
proposal. there are two options left open for OSSHE.
The first is bringing the request up during the special
session for worker's compensation, or waiting for the
1991 legislature. Neither is very appealing: worker's
compensation will take up most of the special session,
and teacher's are hardly going to wait until '91 for
raises. Once again, higher education has been sacri-
ficed for “priorities.””

" YOUR HONOR, THIS 1§ PRESIDENT REAGAN'S TESTIMONY."

City leaders should be paid for their job

I'he wdea has been rejected by Eugene
city voters six times since 1909, but oty

councilman Koger Rutan wants to trv it
iain. He's got support from Mavor el
Miller and a few other council members, as
\\l'::

I'he idea is paving Eugene's mavor and
city counctl members a part-tume salary fom
therr work. Currentlv. the waork on the coun
cil 1s all volunteer., and that's to the citv's
detriment. The arrangement means that only
the well-off, or those with outside business
afford the sacrifice to run fo
office. I's also a disservice to the in‘lbillr’
who do toil hard for no reward in the city of

interests, can

I‘l L

'he responsibilities of  mayor or ity
council member require about 20-30 hours a
week in oftice time. That commitment hurts
anyv chance of earning I'!]Hll‘,l!l Lo survive on
another job. It also creates a part-time ap
proach to the oftice. I a pubhic official must
spend part of his or her day earming money
that makes him or her less accessible during
the day to constituents

Anv change to pav city council members
would have to he .qr[rin\ml by the city resi-

dents by amending the city charter. The
sue has been voted on six times since 1'I{M
Fhe last time it was rejected was in 1974
A study made two vears ago through the
Fugene City Manager's office titled “"NMeas
ures of Excellence' also points out that ku
gene lags behind other West Coast cities ol
similar size in paving public ofticials. For
ldaho and Havward, Calil
both offer salaries to their mavors and coun
cil members. Some

example, Hoise

smaller communities do
as well, such as Bellevue, Wash .. and Santa
Monica, Calil

Fhe salary proposed by Miller is about
$12.000 a vear for the council members
twice that for the office of mavor. That tig
ure s not unreasonable. Bud Clark, mavor of
Portland, a city five times as populous as
Fugene. ecarns more than $65.000 a vear
he proposed salary is about the same as
that of a state legislature

'he mavor and council members are e
sponsible tor a city budget in excess of $150
million. Their combined salary of $108.000
would be one-fifteenth of 1 percent of that
budget. With so much responsibility, they
clearly deserve payvment for their services
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