Animal lab research
needs strict controls

In the past few vears, animal rights have become a
hot political topic around the country. but perhaps it is
nowhere more controversial than at the University.

In 1986. a group calling itselt the Animal Libera-
tion Front broke into two science laboratories, de-
stroved equipment and released many lab animals. The
event seized national headlines and forced animal
rights into the political arena

That brezk-in, along with the Martha case last year
and the science bu lding protest in October, has deeply
divided the Univessity into two camps: animal rights
activists vs. medical researchers. Attempts by school
officials to reconcile the two sides has thus far proved
ineffective.

The issue has once again resurfaced with recent
news that Dr. Richard Marrocco. a University psychol-
ogyv professor, will be using monkeys in an upcoming
scientific experiment. A colony of macaque monkeys
will be used for cognitive neuroscience research.

Local animal rights people, including members of
Students for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, are pro-
testing the research program. Marrocco, they claim.,
has a “bad track record” when it comes to animal re-
search. And after the Martha debacle. they don't want
monkeys to be used in animal research.

The University's Institutional Animal Care and Use
Committee is supposed to oversee animal experiments.
Hoth sides see the IACUC becoming a battleground for
primate research.

Animal rights is one of those political issues, like
so many today. that will never be fully resolved. There
will never be total agreement between both sides. But
there are ways of satisfving both sides, if not totally, at
least partially.

Medical research is an important part of science.
and animals still play a large part in that research. Im-
portant discoveries and breakthroughs in  human
health sciences can be attributed to animal research. If
cures for cancer, leukemia, AIDS, and other diseases
are found. they will most likely be discovered because
ol invasive animal research.

However, that does not mean researchers have
carte blanche to do whatever animal experiments they
want. There are limits to that kind of rescarch. When-
ever possible, other scientific technigques should be
tried. Only when there is no other way should animals
be used.

Wishful thinking. perhaps. But possible. Such a
program would need a strong IACUC, which would se-
riously study every tacet ol an animal-use experiment.
Strict guidelines, meeting both scientists’ and animal
rights activists” approval, must be set. If the IACUC
feels those rules have been broken, it should have the
right to close the experiments. Researchers should be
forced to submit regular reports to the committee. Sur-
prise inspections are a must,
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Child care plan is risky but also innovative

I'he idea is a gamble, mainly because no
ane i the nation has tried it. But that reason
alone shouldn’t deter the plan

Lane County and the lederal government
have tentative agreement on a
child care plan which may be the first such

reached a

joint venture in the nation

The county and two federal
the LIS Forest Service and the LS
would go in together to

agencles
General
Services Agency
pav for and operate a child care facility in
the downtown area for their emplovees
Under the agreement, expected to be b
nalized later this month, the county would
pav for the buildings and their remodeling
he tederal agencies would then lease
the buildings for a 10-vear period and would
also pay for child care equipment, utilities
mantenance and janitorial costs
An attractive aspect of the plan is that
the GSA and the Forest Service would reim
burse the county for halt the cost ol remodeld
ing and for the interest on the original in

cosls

vestment. Also, the county s expected to gel

back all of its imitial investment after 15
vears from rent monev and revenues from
the center

Ihe location of the center s another
plus. Because of the proximity of many

county and federal otfices to the child care

site, many county and lederal employvees
will be able to stop by to see their kids dur
ing lunch breaks

Fhe plan is not without a few detractors
however. Lane County Commissioner Steve
Cornacchia voted against the plan, saying
the county shouldn’t spend the money now
because of fears of a less healthy economy in
the future. He also feels the county could
tace severe hability if a child is hurt at the
center

These concerns should not hinder the
go-ahead for the center. Any business ven
ture 1s going to have risk involved. When
has the citv's economy been so stable and
promising that all investments are a sure
thing?

As far as patential injury to the children
there is alwavs that chance: anvone with a
child is aware of that. But as long as the fa
cility is operated professionally and with the
children as top priority, the injury factor
should be minimal. We also assume the cen:
ter will be insured against such injury

The plan is still in early development
stages, and a lot of details have to be worked
out, such as the amount of rent the federal
agencies will agree to pay. But so far, the
idea seems quite viable, and it should be
beneticial to all involved
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