Editorial

Ban oil drilling off
Oregon coastline

Oregon is a beautiful state. 1t isn't a tourist trap on
the scale of a Florida or a California, yet it does attract
people eager to take in all the state has to offer: acres of
forest land, splendid mountain settings, and espe-
cially, miles of untouched coastline.

But the Oregon coast is threatened because oil lics
beneath the ocean.

The U1.S. Department of the Interior wants to sell
leases for those oil deposits. starting in 1992, Produc-
tion could begin as early as 2005, Opponents to oil
drilling are already mustering troops for what looks to
be a long and bitter fight.

By law, the Interior Department has to consult with
the state governor before oil leases are put up for sale.
They have to talk to the governor but they don'l
have to listen to him. The governor has no power lo
veto the federal government’s decision

Depending on whom you talk to, the amount of oil
off the coast of Oregon and Washington has a wide
range. Some put it at as little as enough crude oil o
take care of America's needs for just two davs: others
sav there's more. But nobody is saving there is any-
thing resembling a major oil deposit off the coast.

Oregon has had a long history ol protecting its
coastline. Past politicians have made sure natural habi-
tals near the ocean were preserved. Now those pre-
serves are threatened, and there's little the state’s lead-
ers can do to stop it.

Last year, the Oregon Legislature banned oil drill-
ing within three miles of the coast. However, the de-
posits are farther out. There is nothing preventing
whoever buys the leases in 1992 from going just oul-
side the limit to drill for oil. Attempts to increase the
ban to 12 miles have so far been unsuccessful.

The miniscule amount of oil just does not justily
the risk oil drilling brings to Oregon. Accidents hap-
pen. Prince William Sound showed that. The Alaskan
gulfl in which the Exxon tanker dumped 10 million gal-
lons of crude is sparsely populated, unlike here. A si-
milar accident in Oregon would destroy the state’s
$240 million fishing industry and do irreparable dam-
age to tourism.

It is ironic that while discussion of the leascs is go-
ing on, a tanker off the coast of Huntington Beach, Cal-
if ., lost 400,000 gallons of oil. Pictures from the popu-
lar California resort show miles of black-tainted sand.
And this was a minor tanker accident. It could have
been much worse.

Oregon doesn't need the oil drilling. The governor
doesn't want it. The Legislature don’t want it. The citi-
zens don't want it. The Department of the Interior
should reconsider and not sell the leases. It's just not
worth the risk.
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No big loss if Rohr proposé_l_ﬁi;s away

FEugene seems to consistently hit road
blocks with plans to diversify its economy
Proposals tor new development often told as
soon as blueprints are unrolled. Last Decem
ber, plans for a 10-story office tower were
serapped the possible arrival of
an avrospatce firm in town 1s Iillltt‘l fire

Rohr Industries last
plans to build a manufacturing plant near
Mahlon Sweet Airport. The plant initially
would provide 65 jobs, with employment of
up to 250 after tive years

More jobs CLONOMY, Pros
pects for the future — sounds like something
the area needs. However, in the long run
this California-based jet engine parts manu-
facturer might be better oft staving out of Eu
gene, and Eugene might be better off tor it

Although
1s for commercial jets, the company also
makes parts for military aircraft including
the Navy's F-14 lighter and flving tankers
that refuel bombers in the air

I'he F-14 has nuclear capabilities, and
the tankers could be used to refuel bombers
that carry weapons. Though Rohs
manutacture nuclear weapons, 1
would have an indirect role in a process lo
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I'his has raised concern that Rohr's exis
tence in Fugene could violate the citv's nu
Clear-tree status, which would be furthe
strengthened it voters approve an jpitiative
i May. This would mean the company
could tace a number of future legal chal
lenges

Whether Rohr would violate any part of
Eugene's nuclear-free ordinance is not the
only reason to be hesitant about their plans

Federally protected wetlands in west Eu
gene could slow Rohr's plans, because the
company would be required to create new
wetlands elsewhere before anvthing is built
on the site i

Finally, there's considerable
regarding Rohr's legacy of carelessness, tox
ic dumping and pollution in previous en
deavors, The company’s poor track record in
this regard and possibility for mishap here
the  benefit ol
Eugenians
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Perhaps city leaders would be better otf
encouraging the promotion of small local
the economy. Oul
city might not offer anvthing as breathtaking
as an aerospace manufacturer, but our con
sciences, and would be
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