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The new system will be able
to handle up to 32,000 users
including students living in
campus housing. After spring
break, students living in the
dorms will have phones in
their rooms included in hous-
ing costs without the current
$80 deposit and other installa
tion charges

Under the old svstem. the
\;er_-;i['\,‘ “!II.‘[thIll' Ill'l'ﬁ}.l!tﬁ will minimum cost of phrlm' ser-
change from 686 to 346 and vice in a dorm room was
the old electromechanical sys-  $109.37 Once the new system
tem will be replaced with a is in place. phone service will
network capable of state-of- be only $15 for a single occu
the-art communications with a  pancy room and $7.50 for a
voice message svstem. call for-  double
warding. and video transmis- “Essentially, we are like a
si0n ¢-_dl,{-‘[n|'|m-_ﬁ phlllllf company now, w hereas

By Stephanie Mencimer
Emerald Contributor

On Saturday, February 10,
the University will become
part of a state-wide $19 mil-
lion telecommunications sys-
tem that will link all eight
campuses in the Oregon State
System of Higher Education

Beginning Saturday, Uni

before, the telephone office
was just a billing office.” said
David Barta. University tele-
communications manager
Students will sign up for

State-of-the-art telephones, different prefixes in store for University

allow them to make long dis-
tance calls from any campus
phone

The new system is designed
to select the least expensive

‘The project is on time and on budget,
which is really hard to do on a state pro-

ject.’

— David Barta

long distance service through
the University. All studems
who sign up will receive an
authorization code that will
work like a calling card and

routing for outgoing long dis-
tance calls and students will
benefit from discounted long
distance service for  night
calls

In addition, all administra-
tion and faculty phones will
have Volce “mailboxes™
which enable callers to leave
recorded messages and send
messages to several people at
the same time

Ihe transition to the new
phone system will occur in
two stages. On Saturday the
existing 4500 campus phones
will be switched over to the
new  prefix I'he
phones will be
March

Barta said the $4.6 milhon
project has gone fairly smooth

student
installed in
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