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Convene legislature
for workers” comp

Special sessions of the Oregon Legislature are rare
In fact, the last one was in 1984, But if some people
have their way, lawmakers will meet sometime this
vear to do something about the state's crumbling work-
ors compensation system

Workers' compensation has been a big topic in the
media the last few months, The state-owned SAIEF Cor-
poration. which provides workers’ compensation in-
surance for thousands of Oregon businesses, lost an es-
timated $30 million last vear. The loss forced the com
pany to drop 9.562 small businesses already. with an-
other 4.146 companies due to lose their policies April
1

The issue has reached a crisis point. For once
Democrats and Republicans both agree there are seri-
ous problems with workers” comp. But of course, both
sides disagres on what must be done.,

The Democrats' task force wants to reduce medical
costs, cut out most litigation and be more responsive to
the workers’ needs. Most Republicans want to slash
premium rates, tighten the laws on defining injuries.
and allow workers 1o negotiate benefits with their em- I
ployers. Both want to force SAIF to take back most of : . g .
the businesses it has dropped G t d

Both Democrats and Republicans want to have a Overnor S announcemen 'sapp()'nt’ng
special session to work things out.

Oregon Speaker ol the House Vera Katz (D-Port-
land) is leading the Democrats' charge for a special ses-
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