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__Editorial

De Klerk’s reforms
are positive signs
On Friday, 28 million South African blacks got a

glimpse of something they've been waiting for a long
time: a chance at freedom.,

South African President F.W. de Klerk's historic
announcement to legalize the African National Con-
gress and other anti-apartheid groups unleashed a
stream of praise throughout the world. Desmond Tutu
called it “‘incredible,”” George Bush labeled it “'posi-
tive,”” and organizations such as the European Eco-
nomic Community cautiously approved the speech.

However, before de Klerk is elevated to the level of
Great Liberal Thinker. as some groups appear willing
to do, some things have to be sorted out. De Klerk has
promised to free Nelson Mandela, but as yet, that
hasn’t happened. When it does. de Klerk's proposals
will take substance, but until then, they're just talk.

Although it wasn't an across-the-board plan to
change the entire South African way of life. de Klerk's
speech was the first bit of good news to come out of the
country in vears. The South African cabinet wants to
give blacks equal voting rights. Such a plan just one
vear ago would have been unthinkable to the South Af-
rican government, and unexpected to the rest of the
world.

But then again, if Eastern Europe can fall in a wave
of democracy, maybe it’s South Africa’s turn,

Perhaps the best way to gauge the importance of de
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Pentagon stockpile disgusting

Klerk's reforms is not to look at the reaction it has pro- Last Friday a Senate Budget Committee — worth of spare parts, uniforms and equip

duced in anti-apartheid groups. but the anger shown report was sent to LS. Defense Secretary ment sitting in warehouses for years and

by the right-wing parties in South Africa. On Monday. ek Chang Phe report stated the Pentagon years as a productive use of our money

the leader of the South African Conservative Party has accumulated a stockpile ot more than And this is just one example of excessive

urged his members to fight the “revolutionary. left- S0 bilhion worth of egquipment, uniforms military spending

wing' ' proposals, and added that whites are not ready ind spare parts the P does not need Now is the time for some healthy cuts in

to live under a black majority rule. and may never be able to uss the military budget. In his speech to the
Though opposition to the reforms has been small Ihis stockpilie has been building up to Senate Budget Committee Monday, Cheney

(the Conservative party controls about 31 percent of the e adi and grew to even greater propol defended maintaining a strong strategic de

white vote, about 3 percent of the total population), it tions during the Reagan Administration’s  fense budget, because it ' preserves the ele

should warn de Klerk that his proposals could produce whirlwind of excessive military spending ments of what we think is essential in terms

problems in his own country. However, he should ig- Not surprisingly, the Pentagon has orders  of protecting the nation's seécurity

nore these and push forward as much as he can for more excess supplies, to the tune of $1.4 Pl ans Bra B ht wavs s Gnsume (he s _
President Bush has announced he will consider billion tv of our nation. Maintaining the military i

lifting some sanctions on the South African govern- 'he study and resulting report are part  may be one of them. but being able to com |

ment. Such a plan is not a good idea at this time. of the Democratic majority’s etforts to por pete in the international trade market is just

Though de Klerk has promised to give blacks the vote, trav the Bush Administration’s unwilling as tmportant to maintaining national safety

he has not even addressed vet or attempted to correct ness to reduce the military budget. Excess It is past time for the government to take

the problems of segregation and educational discrepan- spending is a well-known Pentagon trait and 4 good look at the global situation and real
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cies. Until he does that, he deserves support, but not many in Washington want to see 1t stop izee that we need to re-direct some of the mil

concrete bribes from the United States. Bush should It 1s disgusting 1o see such o waste of  itary budget into education and economi {

deal with de Klerk quid pro quo: more reforms. fewer money. Americans trust the government to - growth, because economic power and pro

sanctions. use our federal tax dollars wisely and pro ductivity are quickly becoming the tools of
ductivelyv. It is hard to justity $30 billion  the 20th century
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