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Editorial

Allow SHIC, Clark
to make suggestions

.« You can credit ASUO President Andy Clark and
the Student Health Insurance Committee for sticking to
what they believe is right.

Despite the apparent public discontent with SHIC's
call for mandatory student participation in the ASUQ's
health insurance plan, and the University administra-
tion's subsequent nixing of that call, Clark and the
committee came right back with a similar proposal,
this time moving for mandatory participation with lim-
ited right of waiver. SHIC claims mandatory participa-
tion is necessary to ensure the continued existence of
ASUOQ health insurance.

That determination to save student health insur-
ance may come at some loss to Clark, however. On Jan.
25, Phil Nebergall and 14 other students submitted a
letter to Clark stating they intended to recall him from
office tor his handling of SHIC's decisions. The recall
drive was later suspended after Nebergall and Clark
agreed to go into mediation. Currently, Nebergall
wants the students to vote on the mandatory insurance
proposal. and he wants the SHIC to be bound by the
decision of the students.

A thrilling exercise in student democracy? Hardly.
This is political pressure at its ugliest. And whether
vou're for or against mandatory student health insur-
ance, vou should abhor strong-arm tactics to dictate
the opinions of elected leaders with the threat of run-
ning them out of office.

On the dormant recall movement first: Nebergall's
threat of recall is preposterous and ill-founded. You re-
call an elected leader for corruption, or dishonesty. or
incompetence. Clark's crimes in the SHIC matter. if
any., don’t measure up to these standards. Nebergall
reaches tor justification: he claims that Clark's summer
employment as a State Farm Insurance Co. intern has
led to a conflict of interest, despite that it is The Pru-
dential Co. that underwrites the ASUQ plan

You don't recall a leader for simply voicing an un-
popular suggestion. Elected leaders must be given
some latitude for entertaining proposals, of all sorts.
without being threatened by the immediate consterna-
tion of the constituency. Otherwise, you face the same
sort of toadving to popularity polls that's the current
vogue in the White House.

Also, recalling Clark will accomplish nothing. He
is but one member on the SHIC, which would presum-
ably go about its business even without its most vocal
member. Recalling Clark on the insurance matter alone
ignores and insults the success of his work in ASUQ

OF course, this is all slightly moot, as Nebergall
has curtailed the recall movement — provided the stu-
dents vote on the SHIC proposal. But here too, Neber-
wall is making a lot of unwarranted noise.

The problem in contention here is time. If a special
election is held this month, as Nebergall originally
wanted, it will cost about $8.000 in incidental fee
money our student government doesn't have. The ri-
diculous attempt to remove Clark then becomes an ex-
pensive, harmful one. And if the election is held in
April, with the general elections, Nebergall's threat of
recalling Clark is worthless

Given all this. one begins to wonder what the point
of Nebergall's election would be. First of all, to our
minds. the student body's resolve on this matter al-
ready seems overwhelmingly clear to us. The vast ma-
jority of Emerald letter writers have said they hate the
idea of mandatory insurance. If what's already appar-
ent is confirmed by vote, what of it?

Nebergall wants the student vote to forcibly dictate
what SHIC's recommendation should be. Well then,
why have SHIC? Like an elected leader. that body
should be allowed to make whatever recommendations
it teels are best for the students. Advisory committees
such as SHIC exist to explore and propose policy. If
students doun’t want to hear and consider what SHIC
recommends, they short-circuit the whole reason for
the committee’s existence.

Remember that, in the end, it will be the Universi-
ty administration that decides to decline or adopt
SHIC s proposal. There is the students’ final relief. and
efforts to fulfill or stop mandatory insurance should be
directed there

It does appear that the administration is leaning to-
ward accepting the mandatory-with-limited-right-of-
waiver plan. But there is still time for students to voice
their own opinion. either way. in our letters column
and at public forums such as the one at 2:30 today in
EMLU' Century Room A
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