Well-meant red tape
may lessen service

Most students who have looked for a place to live
off campus have at some time consulted the Rental In-
formation Office bulletin board in the EMU it's a
service provided free for landlords, property agents or
tenants looking for roommates, and it offers more in-
formation than a newspaper ad.

This month, however, students are often finding
that the bulletin board is covered with ads for places
rented days ago, And besides that, there are likely to
be fewer ads put up on the board in the future,

Why? A bureaucratic kink has been added to the
system, and it's not going over well with some land
lords. The ASUO Housing Task Force has received
complaints from property owners who say their days of
dealing with the Rental Information Office are num-
bered.

When ASUO controlled the off-campus housing of-
fice. a common practice was to take rental information
over the telephone, put the ad up minutes later, and let
students and landlords would deal with the rest

Last summer, University Housing took control of
the ASUO off-campus housing office and created the
Rental Information office.

Lniversity Housing is to be appreciated for bring-
ing its expertise, professionalism, and most important-
ly. financial help to a service that for years helped
thousands of students find apartments and houses,

But on Jan. 1, University Housing began requiring
a signed statement of compliance from every landlord,
for every rental property, for every rental. The state-
ment includes an outline of city affirmative action laws
(which landlords are already required to comply with);
the signed form clears University Housing from liabil-
ity.

The signed statement then must be mailed or hand-
carried to the Rental Information Office, a time-con-
suming process for property owners, many of whom
are students or hold other jubs. Landlords are often
finding that by the time an ad is ready for the bulletin
board, word of mouth has been a more effective adver-
tiser and the place is already rented. It's a pain for
landlords and a disservice for students seeking hous-
ing.

Reminding landlords of their affirmative action ob-
ligations is not a bad idea. But for landlords who have
rented to students for years without problems with city
anti-discrimination laws, it would be easier for every-
one if the landlord could sign the form once. Or once
for each rental property. Or once a year. And then con-
tinue to be able to place ads by phone to provide stu-
dents the freshest rental information.

Chemical-laden grapes should be banned

I'he bottom line 1s this: The wrapes lll']l]l‘.:

served at the University are not healthy
not for those who eat them, and espet 1ally
not for the workers who picked them

Mhese commercially grown grapes are
which have

spraved with toxic pesticides
been proven to create long-term health ef-
fects on the workers. These pestic 1des have
caused cancer birth defects and In some
cases immediate death to those |’\[I-:m'|i {{§]
the chemicals

Each vear, over eight million pounds of
pesticides are used on grapes, making this
fruit the most dangerous o rop l'\ium'll to the
according to the United

POIsOns IFarm

Waorkers
MEChA, the Chicano Latino
L0 On camipus, 1s

student
urging University food
services to halt distribution ot these grapes
here. The group met with University Presi
dent Myles Brand this week to convinee him
of the far-reaching dangers that arise from
the cultivation of the grapes

According to MEChA director Eddie
Eugene School District 4] has al
recady banned grape distribution as a result

Beanes

of the pesticide dangers. They feel the impli
cations are severe enough to eliminate serv-
g any grapes whatsoever

Brand needs to follow the school dis
trict’s  lead and boveott the commercial
grapes served on this campus. The health
dangers have been well-documented and the
data is alarming

It Brand feels students will desperately
miss munching on grapes and is theretore
reluctant to discontinue serving them. there
is an alternative. Organically grown grapes
are devoid of toxic pesticides and are just as
available tor distribution

The problem with organic lood, ol
course. is the extra expense involved in buy
ing Cnatural” goods. But added cost should
not be much of a concern when the grape
workers' lives are involved as thev obvious
Iy are

Boveotting commercial grapes would be
a fairly easy, very necessary action for the
University to participate in Something as
tiny and insignificant as a grape shouldn't
have to cause so much harm
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