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Former street kid runs hot chocolate ministry

PORTLAND [AP] Walter W, Gei
ger, who describes himself as
street kad
chocolate ministry
1987
I went to Pioneer Square, and it was
cold, and there was this kid yust shak
ing. and I went over to him and asked
Do vou want anything?
“And he said, Yeah
chocolate would be groat
“So | went to Arctic Circle across the
street and bought him a glass of hot
chocolate. And 1 asked him of there was
anvthing else he wanted, and he said
Yeah 1d be great if vou could bring it
down here all the time ™ So 1 told him
I'd see him next week with some maore
hot chocolate
then
served  about
chased hot chocolate every
Monday night 1o the downtown area
He used to be o fixture i Portland s
Pioneer Square. Then he
moved the urn 1o the top of his car for
while, but that left a circular stain
davs., he sets up Mondays at
in O Hevant Square, a

a lorme
tells why he began his hot

It was in September

a wlass of hot

Since Geiger. now 27, has
10 gallons of self-pur

wintertime

Courthouse

These
about B0 pom
brick-paved gathering place downtown
Patrons fillter in. They hold their cups
of free hot chocolate. Steam curls over
thi Cups I hiesa
i their teens and early 208 B

prople are  mostly
Vilng

vond that, Geidger tries not to g nesraliz

except to say that many have the same
Kinds ol ".I'I‘.l.rmi ;l[lnfl!l'!ll' (rugs
terrible family Lite and so farth * that he

savs he had while growing up
hey should be treated as individuo
als nstead of as a group he alwavs

SIS I'hey ree Sps il Thev each have
a unique personality

I'hey stand around and talk
them dribbles a ball
pretentious person who ecarns a living as

tells about his

One of
Coiger an un
a hotel security officer
varly Life

He was born in Hollvwood, Cahf His
childhood was hazy. His parents were
alwavs out, and his hife was filled with
habysitters. Geiger tried o run away
the first time. at about the age of 5 His
stulfed animals came along

When police brought him home. he
recalls, his father told him: I vou want
to run away, we'll give vou a bigger
suitcase

A lew
drinking and later
home for weeks at a time
savs, he asked his tather

vears  later, Geiger  started
he penodically Teft
One dav. he
whether he
could start to Hilfl!li]l”'h

“You could be anyv rehigion vou
want. Just don’t bring it anto  the
house Coeiger savs his father rephied
‘So | thought religion was like a stray
dog

Geiger now calls himsell a Christian

and he savs he makes his hot chocolat

uns to show aothers on the streets that
stHneone cares lor them

O this particular Monday  night
about 20 show up at the urn. They com

and go for a while. A couple tell some

stores

One of them. who identifies himself
as Spaz 18

cveles and iil'n[ \hllgk

savs he used to steal bi

I'd stav up until about one in the
morning. then go outside, and I'd go
through the streets inoa pattern. 'd ride
my own bhike looking for a bike. and
when 1I'd find one, I'd grab it by the
handlebar and ghostride the bike home
I'd ride mine and hold the handlebars
on the other one

‘1I"d bring in about three a night, and
then I'd switch parts. I'd strip them
down and switch parts and then I'd take
them to school the next morning and
sell them really cheap And then 1'd go
buy dope with the money ™

Now he savs he has quit all that. What
he did was wrong. he savs, but not ne
because of called

l'.\‘nlll[\ ‘-IJI'I]I‘IIHIIH

muorality

He savs, for example, that he has nes
how the bike
But he does accept that

et considered OWIHers
might have felt

he could have been caught, so he s

learning to work instead. He s [ darning
how to weld Now | realize, if vou just
work, it s easier

He adds I'd hike to get the word
around 1o street people to get up and do
something instead of dealing drugs and
stuff like that

Another voung man named “~“Auto”
appears. He says he is a Christian, but
after the fashion of Geiger. he savs he
tries not to press it on others

At the hot chocolate stand, Auto tells
why pushing does not pay. Once. he
savs, in another place. a man was
preaching loudly. The man pointed into
Auto’s face. And then he shouted at
Auto, "You're a sinner!”

Because the man’s finger was there.
Auto tried to bite it off. The preacher
convulsed and screamed. Auto held on
like a dog

“The next week.”” Auto savs. “he
came back. and he said he'd learned his
lesson. '

Auto describes the lesson
Don’t point. ™

Street justice

It was free

It was a lessan

At the steaming urn in the streets
1i[|'[|' dre somie lessons to |P-IJ'|l

GLASSIFIEDS

Visa and MasterCard gladly accepted.

686-4343
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Doonesbury

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

ARESIDENT VARGAS? PRO
CONSUL DUKE HERE ! LISTEN,

I GOT DAN QUAYLE HERE AND T THINK MORE OF YOU
SITTING IN MY OFFICE . aYS SHOULD BE HEARING

HE'S MADE A HECK OF AN
EFFORT TO GET DOMIN HERE.

WHAT IF HE FLEW DOWN TO HE'S AFRAID
BOGOTA — UNOFFICIALLY, OF
COURSE -~ AND EXPLAINED
QUR POSITION® ... RIGHT ...

RIGHT... UH-HUH ... I SEE ...

You can
find stamps
- & envelopes
| at the

uo
Bookstore.
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