-t |

Forum

Human will can

By Michael Colson

I]I'- ‘.l-|1|]n'-.! ol -":.||'.-_'_|- in
Fastern | urope 1s a lascinating
example of the exercise of that
enigmatic thing called the hu
man will

When the collective human
will 1s mobilized. things hap
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pen. Consider Czed hoslovakia
I'he communist government in
that nation could deal with a
few, or a few hundred. diss)

harshly
throughout

dents, and did so
and efticiently
the 1970s and "Bls

But this vear, when the na
tional will was energized and
millions of people turned out
in the streets to demand de
mocracy, the Communist party
which had ruled with an iron
fist for two generations, quickly
lost its grip

Not a shot was hired. Once
the Czech national will was
mobilized against 1t the fate of
the ruling class (the Commu
nist party) was sealed. Nothing
]'I'lE!-Ii"- short of a4 Soviel nucle
ar strike against Czechoslova
kia, could have trustrated the
will of several milhon angry

animated l""’l‘ll' who were all

thinking basically  the same
thought
Will the failure of it
wis also in evidence on the
other side and 1t was amazing
When  Soviet  leader  Mikhatl
(;orbachovy made 1t clear thal
the Russians wouldh not inter
ene o prop Fast Europear
st I Hhe ling
| throughout 1t 1 1
sl 1 thal i tane
) I i he  w i
Hid (A8 I o ¢
Polancd. Ha iy, Fast G
i (zecl OV K la ] |
144
Fhe comumumst parties sud
denly decided they weren t all
that interested in survival, and
thisy !_,!,n-..--i Into a cora
I'he human will awakened
or subdued can alter civiliza
tion and the course of stary
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at the outset of Waorld War 11
I'he French had what was be
Leved to be the most powertul
army in Europe. If the French
the government, the French
armed forces and the French
!u-|||_.!|- l1,||l ]'Ill_‘\\l"-\l‘li ”H'
will to fight, they still might
not have subdued the Nazis
but thev could have made the
Germans pay dearly in blood
and treasure for every inch ol
French soil the Nazis captured
Instead, in one of the monu
mental failures of human will
in  this century, the Nazis
howled down France in six
weeks, subjugating a4 maghty
world
even working up a sweal

power  without  really

Contrast this with the expen
ences of the Jews of the Warsaw
1943 A tew thousand

ghetto i
armed Jews possessed ol a
rocious will to survive and
sist the Nazis, held their own
against a mechamzed German
army tor nearly as long as the
entire French nation. The Jows
battled  tanks  with  Molotoy
'|\|Lr||;!'\ -||l|] [-I||'li |i||\\|‘| ma
chine guns with pistols

\s tor the French, som al
red on the fight trom exile

and others went to fight in the
Resistance, but the great mass
ol the French iN'u]l:-' and e
tainly a decrepit French leades
hip. stmply lost the will 1o
sist. They thus became soft ta
gets for the Nazis, who at that
3 AN o the war possessoed o

move mountains

as dnthwcult tor

previatl which w
dany nation to resst

I hesitate o compare  th
American expenence in Viel

nam with that of the Russians
i Adghanmistan, except o say
that both demonstrated the del
eterious effects of a talure ot
the will on the part ol the su
Perpowers

I'he Viet Cong and the North
Vielnammess army witre o
match  for the overpowering
might of the American Super
power  Yet, the Vielnamese
lrl!'\.l!:r'd as they had earhier
dainst inother preal  power
the French

Surelv, the herce, potent Red

Arimy could have smashed th
raglaog mountain  guerrtlas ol
\ghamistan vl the  Soviel

people and the Soviet govern
ment lacked the will to ;1:r'\.|::
Fhe Mujaheddin didn’t

\ fatlure of will s not a dvs
function of intellect
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Commentary Policy

The Oregon Daily Emerald welcomes commentaries
from the public concerning topics of interest to the

Commentaries should be between 750 and 1,000
words, legible and signed, and the identification of
the writer must be verified upon submission. The Em-
erald reserves the right to edit for grammar, style and

Commentaries will be published as space and
time permit. Because of these limitations, the Emer-
ald’s commentary space cannot be used as a forum for
debate and response between individuals or for mat-
ters that are better dealt with in the letters section
Writers may only submit one commentary a month.
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REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE FRITO-LAY
SALES ORGANIZATION WILL BE INTERVIEW
ING UNIVERSITY OF OREGON JUNE GRADU
ATES ON FEBRUARY 8, 1990 AT THE PLACE
MENT CENTER FOR CAREERS IN SALES
MANAGEMENT

INTERESTED GRADUATING SENIORS AND
UNDERGRADUATES ARE CORDIALLY INVIT
EDTO ATTEND FRITO-LAY'S CAREER OPEN
HOUSE ON FEBRUARY 1, 1990 FROM 7:00-9:00
P.M.IN THE STUDENT UNION BLDG. THE
MEETING WILL BE INFORMAL TO INCLUDE
CAREER PATHS OF RECENT SALES ASSOCI
ATES AND DISCUSSIONS ABOUT PAST
SALES/MARKETING STRATEGIES
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