Editorial

Work to avert strike
of Bethel teachers

There seems to be no solution to the debate be-
tween the Bethel School District administrators and its
teachers

Last Thursday, the Bethel teachers” union voted to
strike. Unless some miracle cure is found by Feb. 5.
3,800 students in northwest Eugene will come to class
only to find their instructors picketing outside the
gates instead of teaching inside the school

It is a typical dispute over a typical issue. The
teachers” union wants a 6 percent salary increase: the
district has offered 4.5 percent. The teachers want paid
benefits: the district savs it can’t afford them. The
union wanls bonus for longevity: the administralors
Say no

These. and other problems. have caused the split
between the two sides. And no one is prepared to back
down. The teachers are prepared to do “whatever's
necessary 1o get a favorable settlement. Thev're pre
pared to walk off the job

Both sides say there is still the possibility of avert-
ing a strike, but no one is betting on it In all likeli-
hood, the Bethel teachers will strike on Feb. 5

This strike. of lor that matter, any other strike, has
direct imphcations for the rest of the community. Un
doubtedly, Eugene will be affected in some way. Par-
ents of Bethel students will need to find alternative
means of daveare. Some of them won't be able to afford
them

At the University, it is highly likely some students
live in the Bethel School District. It is also probable
that some have children who attend schoaol in the dis-
trict

While it would be tough for any union to strike, it
must be especially painful tor teachers. In order to
fight for decent wages. thev have to leave schoolchil-
dren without teachers. The very reason they became
teachers is taken away from them because of bureau
cratic monev-crunching.

If the union does strike, 3.800 students will be
locked out of classrooms. There is no way district offi-
cials can round up enough substitute teachers to re-
place the 239-person teacher’s union; at least not in the
near future. So children will miss school, and with the
present state of the Oregon public education svstem,
any lime away from classes is a crime

Both sides need to sit back down at the negotiating
table. An equitable solution must be found. If possible,
the strike must be avoided — there are 3,800 students
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“Why worry we can't make computer chips in this country anymore?
We still have the technology to produce these!”

Don’t risk school funds on stock market

11 wember 1988, Oregon's  volers
yassed a measure to allow the state to invest
part ol th mmaon school fund in the stock

irket. The dea was to enable the state 1o
manage the fund like “a prudent person
wiotld Since the ballot  measure  was
passed legal experts have been looking tor a
il iv 1o enact the law, because the Ore

L Constitution does not allow the state to
own any stock

Well, alter a vear the experts have come

up with a plan. but it does not appear to be a
Fhetr adeais to give the mon
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VIO A prival broker, have the broker invest
and manage the money and |:tn-!-'|ul as it the
broker owns the stock

Aiter hinding a
ure, the State Land Board
as 82

way to enact the meas
vated to imvest as
minch y million of the common school
fund mto stocks

Ioney

I'he common school tund

collects ftrom a varniely of sources
a portion of the fund is divid

ed up between all the school districts in the

I'wice a vl

state where the money funds approximately

I'he common school fund is one of the
more dependable torms of educational fund
img we have in the state right now
1

v, the school fund’s $199 million are invest
el in low-risk bonds

Current

and monev-market a
counts

It the stock
State Treasury invests $25 million ol school
fund revenue in stocks. it is predicted that

measure is enacted and thi

the stocks would probably lose money this
vears before the
stocks would begin to make a profit

viear and for the next few

I'his is no time to play with money fo
school funding. especially not in the stock
market

New York stock market analysts are pro
jecting a very volatile picture for the market
i the 1990s. The weakness of the 115 dol
lar. the price ol savings and loans bailouts
and ever increasing interest rates have madi
thee stock market a risky investment. The
market turned bearish lately and has
been losing points on the average trading
dav. With two crashes in the '80s and no
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in Bethel who need teachers. L opercent of each student’s educational — predictions of a better picture, stocks seem
COSLS to be a rather foolish investment
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allows for shortsighted. irre
judgments  that |
hnill- educators are nol encoutr
aging, and free-thinking citi

«ens should not ac et

it betore free speech
\illll'l.'\lll]!'
In the same way the Avatol

lah pressured the B Dalton and
Waldenbooks chains into not
carrving The Satanic Verses (o
its controversial content, or the
turther examples of the Maple
thorpe art exhibit, the film The
Last Temptation of Christ. The
Dead Kennedv's Frankenchrist

Steve Perry
Cherry Poppin’ Daddies

Discouraged

album. the comedy of Lenny

Bruce and the comic strip

Doonesbury., the critics of the 've been reading the Emer

Cherry Poppin® Daddies would ald st about every dav this

lo the ime based on their in veear, and 1 can't help being dis
tation of our name and couraged by all  the egative
| I it are writl

might actually solve the prob
lem

How that is to be done will
rest in the hands of us as indi
viduals

realizing we are e

sponsible for our actions

Let's not use the Emerald as a
vehicle to complain and gripe
about every little thing that we
have a problem with. | wonder
what would happen it we were
to consider one another betors
I'hink about it
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