Editorial

Allow children the
use of TV testimony

Last vear. the Oregon Legislature passed a law
which allowed sexuallyv abused children to testifv in
court via closed-circunt television. Now, the future ol
that law s 1n the hands of the 175, Supreme Court

On Tuesdayv. the Supreme Court agreed to hear o
Marviand case. in which a day care operator was con
victed of several counts of sexual abuse against chil
dren in the center. The children were allowed to testify
against her by a closed-circunt television

he Marviand courts overturned the onginal con
viction last Julv. saving in part the lelevision testimaony
mdrineged on the defendant’s Il;.:ll! to face her accusers
which is contained in a clause of the Sixth Amend-
ment to the Constitution

Maryland and Oregon have similar laws. Both al
low victimized children to testify privately in front of
the defense and prosecuting attorneys. The proceed-
ings are taped and shown live to defendants and jurors
in the courtroom. In Oregon, children under 10 are al-
lowed to testifyv by closed-circuit television if a judge
determines that testifying in an open court would sub-
mit the child to “'severe emotional or physical harm.”

Many states have come out in support of the law.
28 of them went as far as to co-sign a brief in defense of
the Marvland statue. Unfortunately, Oregon was not on
the list. The excuse is insufficient time to study the
document.

Opponents have argued the law’s unconst itutional-
ity. saving it violates defendant’s rights. Supporters
claim the statue only benefits court procedure, as chil-
dren will give more accurate testimony in a less stress-
ful atmosphere.

Whatever way the Supreme Court goes in the
Marvland case will have definite ramifications for Ore-
gon and the rest of the country. If the court shoots
down the Marvland law. Oregon’s will certainly fol-
low

There 1s no reason to subject a child to the pres-
sures of a courtroom drama. Since most sexual abuse
cases unfortunately end up as media debacles. the
pressures on a child witness are incredible. There is no
need to subject a child to that sort ol stress

This controversy can easily dissolve into a war of
words. with both sides endlessly debating interpreta-
tions. Does watching a television monitor constitute
“facing vour accuser.’ or does the process violate the
Sixth Amendment? It will be up to the Supreme Court
to decide

Put vourself in a child’s place. Having to testity in
a sexual abuse case would be traumatic enough, but
being subjected to high-protile media exposure, and an
open courtroom. would just make it worse.

The Supreme Court should take heed of the emo-
tional context of the Maryvland law. and allow it to
stand. Oregon and many other states can only hope the
nine Justices uphold the law. It's the only thing to do
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Summer session needs to be reviewed

With all the other increasing costs in
higher education, vou knew it had to come
some time. This Tuesday, the Oregon State
System of Higher Education held a public
forum to air views on a proposed increase
for summer college sessions

OSSHE officials claim the increase is
necessary to finance faculty salaries. Oppo-
nents, such as the Oregon Student Lobby,
aren’t buving it. Word from the higher ed
administrators is that a decision will be
made today, and if past precedent holds
true, OSSHE will approve the tuition hike

The  proposed amounts 1o
roughly 5 percent more than the 1989 ses
sion. It will cost $503 to take nine hours of
undergraduate work, as opposed to $478 last
virrr. For graduate students. mine hours will
cost SH23: 4.2 percent more than in 19849

Eight vears ago. the summer session was
separated from the rest of the OSSHE curric-
ulum
Term fid
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It was st up as a selt-supporting sys

operale outside of reeular session
budeet concerns

Since then. tuition rates have gone up
while statewide enrollment in the program
has declined by 12 percent. Opponents say
the latest hike 1s just one

more example of how the syvstem is not

tuition recuest

working.

This space has stated more than once
how screwed up the state’s education sys-
tem is. It's time to reiterate it. There is just
too much of a gap between lawmakers and
higher education officials. The legislature
and OSSHE have different ideas on how
much monev should be spent on the state
system

While it would be unpopular to support
a tuition increase for summer school, it
doesn’t come as any surprise. Lately. it
seems the state government's idea of higher
education finance seems to be keeping facul
tv salaries low. while increasing student tui
tion
It's time tor OSSHE to review

or failure — of the summer session
Right now. the svstem doesn’t seem to be
working. Betore they decide to increase tul
tion, ofticials need to decide whether the
svstem 1s worth saving
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Fhe OSL idea of having the state support
the summer session as it does the rest of th
academic terms sounds pretty good. Subsi
dizing the svstem would possibly increase
student enrollment while streamlining costs
However, we've all seen how well the state
has financed higher education in the past

Band responds
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stramght! concerming the band vour love
First of all. we have changed e posters tor our show ars
our name. From now on. w stil :iI'JII-,‘ ripped llzllll‘.\". ‘.]1 T. Van .')I..hllli!ll\
will be plaving under a ditfes some moral vigilantes who are Student
et name tor each snow Wil convineed that Bad Daddies .
il keeping Dad- s & reference to incest. We ar Unnoticed
ready to put ths ONtroversy
N O \ et straiged llr'::'.rl\'.. us and hope our criti Perhaps Martin Luther king
Daddch (T mean = ta e wilhing the same o e e A o o
{ B e VMU PTEMLGEY  BRYeHa. Wi ernment holiday s not such
allegabons thal 4-..'I wants to discuss this matter a bad idea. Without mail service
name advocats tncest s abse greater engih 1o write to us al there won b { Lt
leates wrong As a4 matter of “_' .I pBox H192. hugen (h bombs :
IIillimlr:;“ lnl:...l‘ililx-'w!‘f\ H:I.h they But then again. | seem to re
statement against child abuse " matber 8 Ilrl.lh‘“““ . Wake
e Rob Waldman back about the vear 20100 1t is
Our most vocal critics have Manasnr gOng I.“ be the vear in which
_ Bad Daddies the 365th official government
never seen us, so they don’t holiday is declared.
know this and have no idea ; ' '

what we are really all about
We are about music and having
a good time. and not all the
dark motives that have been
projected upon us

One of the band’s major in
fluences is Dixieland jazz, and

Resentful

Hev. Tim Hughes (ODE, Jan
15), vou of all people should
understand the right to freedom
of speech.  Furthermore, as
someone who does not consid-

I guess it's just as well |
imagine if the government quit
running the country. no one
would notice

Audie Huber
Business
Friday. January 19, 1990




