By Cam Sivesind
Emerald Sports Reporter

A true point guard 15 some
thing the women's basketball
teaaim at Oregon has not had for
suane Lima

Freshman  Vanessa Selden

has stepped in this yvear and
PDucks with a ke
wilimiate guard. And she
has done it with stvle

provided the
|||-||Il
Selden  leads the leam n
steals with 27 in 12 games. She
15 second i assists with 38 be
hand senior Jacouie
U ] ]{"‘-‘Ii"'u
for the Ducks, the freshman

Semeniuk s

starting every ganu

puard from Antioch (CCal. has
averapged 11 minutes 0 non
conference games and I8 min
utes a game in Pacihic- 10 Con
lerence aclion

Wi felt that she was ane of
the hest pront puards wie could
pet coach Elwin Heiny sad
what we telt

She was exactly

we necded oo team and  we
were fortunate to get het

With a father in the
Selden is well-traveled
wis horn in Morocco and hived

there for three vears. She was

Navy

Selden

in Japan for seven years where

she was introduced to basket
ball She has also Lived i Vi
ginta and New Jersey

Heiny  can thank  Selden’s
mom for the abilities this high
st hnlll e ll[|| |III'.IL!'I pos
SESSES

“In Japan, my mom made me
play basketball.” Selden sand
“1 didn’t want to play basket
ball

Smart mom. Selden
has a hist of accolades from
high school that would make
any mom proud

Selden was named East Bay
Plaver of the Year by the East
Bay Prep Writers Association
her senior year at Antioch High
School Selden broke the Cali
forni  state

movee

-\lngil' season e
cord tor steals with 252 and fin
ished second on the all-time
List (674) behind only the Han
lem Globetrotters” Jackie White

Ihe wonder guard averaged
2 opoints a game her junior

Diablo Valley
onlerence. Her

vear to lead the
Athletic (

S0

paints a4 gat } stea
1.4 assist h \ [ |
besangeun jll-|» each ol ner
vears al Antioch

S0 why did Selden not want
to play basketball way back

the fourth grade?

I don’t know T didn't think
about baskethal My mom dru
e | jrractice - 4 [ i

She took my hand and 1
made e go o ko prachice |
didnt ke 10 until Like a wiee
Lt

Maving baskethall in Japa
wats o Little difterent for Selde
TR RTIEY theeri Wirtr M e
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I plaved with the guvs most
of my hibe until 1 got to Anti
och, Calif because they didn’t
have a  girls  team Selde
sanndd In |<||--|i' they ust had

guys leams so Ioplaved with
them. Playing with the guys is
ditferent, more

Selden has

ARRressive

two brothers as
well, a VOounger one that 1s 10
and an older brather that s 21
Selden said she plaved a lot ol
basketball with her older broth
er which added to her court ex
perience

And where does
all of thas?

My dad never
basketball 1n high school until
my senior vear,' Selden said
“He retired last vear (from the
Navy) and he was with me for
CVErY game my senior vear "

Heiny hists Selden’s strengths
as her ability to handle the ball
her ability to pass and quick
hands on defense. Heiny added
that Selden is a very complete
player and was impressed with
the fact that she did have to be
converted to a point guard like
so many plavers are

dad fit into

saw me play

“1 think she's potentially the
best point guard  we've ever
had here.”” Heiny said. “She
i[l"llllh'h POsSSesses -,L_||[~\ IILl'
we've never had
plaver

Alison Robertson, the former
baskethall great for
Alison Lang and now ass

Clregon a
sistant
plaved a tng role o
crutting Selden

coach

ahe | anart as o poinlt

Buying a futon doesn’t
have to be expensive.

Allwood
Waterbeds has a
complete selec
tion of futons
frames, and ac-
cessories

Allwood Waterbeds

BRASS BEDS

168 Wes_t 6th  687-8055 |

Page 6B

Futons & frames starting
at $199.95
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I hat really hard tor Tresh
man to b thile o have that
much control and smarts. Usu
ally 1t take

of vears to ge
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up to that level
and she's already thers

Selden was a gre 1’
I|| Ll \ |
Selden 1t was
}

nowse

Kecrnting
1AL e Chegab
bl according to
not a hard decision 1o
Oregon as her college

recruiting  trip I
people the school
other schools they

academics

On  my
likered the
and unhke
stressed more on
Academics was
then basketball
'-lillillr'- it was
sthoal
and my

Selden sad

the first thing
whereas other
basketball  and
Fhat’s important to me
and 1 thought 1'd get a

thin

parenls
_\_:nulimilu.lllllll
he  S5-foot-7
who has guided Oregon to an
#-4 overall record so far this
misses her family back
home in California, but the Sel
den show must go on
Selden does have
nesses. But, as a  freshman
weaknesses are expected
Heiny sees her scoring ability
and shooting as a weakness
Selden 1s shooting a poor 356
percent from the field and 657
from the free throw line
“Shooting often starts with
vour footwork and it means
vou've got to go in strong with
the shot,”" Heiny said. ""Some-
times she puts ot up a little
lackadaisical and doesn’t score
I think once she
goes up strong she

point  guard

siasoan

her weak

gels set and
ll!i]]l! I}I‘

come a real threat
Semeniuk  filled  the  point
guard rale for the Ducks last

ear, but that was not her natu
ral posifion he senor puara
ind torward still helps out on
unning the tloor while Selden
pots  more comfortable at the
college level

(n the Hoor a lot of tunes
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Freshman Vanessa Selden has given the women's basketball
team it's first true point guard in years.

Jacquie will still determine a
lot of the things that happen.”
Heiny said "But in terms of
running the offense Vanessa is
clearly the one that has to get
people under control. She's the
quarterback

For the immediate future
Selden wants to Hnprove her
own play

‘1 hke
want to be
wavs to go and 'm working to

be really

competition and |
good. 've got a

good. 've got tour

vearrs (o improve myselt Sel
den sand
Farther down the road Sel

den hopes to make 1t to the
NCAA finals so she

can be on

ReynOIdS Continued from Page 2B

television.  She also has a
dream of playing in the Olym
pics either in 1992 or 1996

Robertson sees Selden’s ca
reer al Oregon as an exciting
one

‘I hope I'm here in four
vears to see her in her senior
VT Robertson said. “She'll
be exciting to watch. She's a
crowd pleaser. She's a little bit
fancy with some of the things
that she does

And those who will be enter
tained by Selden’s play have
mom to thank

| thank her Selden said
ippreciatively  of - her
She reminds

Mmoo
me af that too

bounding, | need to h"j[' thi

team a lot more. As long as 'm
plaving., my  shots and my

points will come in the How

As his senior vear progresses

Revinolds is realizing that his

career at  the University s

quickly coming to a close

Last vear zoomed past, and
this vear is halfway over.”" he
said. "But vou have to go with
the flow because life goes on
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As a sentor, Revnolds also re
alizes that life goes on bevond
college basketball, but remains
uncertain about his
versity plans

post-uni

I want to finish school
graduation is the most Hmpaor
tant thing. Whatever comes af
ter that, if basketball drops in
we'll see, " he said

When his college basketball
career comes to an end, Revn
olds wants to be able to remem
ber his vears al Oregon proud-
Iy

‘1 want to look back and sav
that I gave it all | had,”" he said
“1 don’t want to hang my head
and wish that I had one more
vear."'

Revnolds also hopes that his
career will have a lasting im
pact on those who have come
in contact with Duck basketball
in the last two years.

“When | leave, 1 want them
to say, ‘he was an explosive
plaver. Once he gets in his
flow, it’s hard to stop him.""’
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