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Brandon brings winning tradition to Oregon

Adds excitement to Ore;,on hoop

By Ashley Conklin
Emerald Sports Reporter
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Not onlv is Brandon a winner, but a
leader, a trait that every good pomt
guard must have. It's not surprising
then that 5-foot-11 sophomore was abh

to overcome sitting out last season to
breath new life in a team that was 3-15
in the Pac-10 last season and 8-21 over
all

Head coach Don Monson feels that
having a plaver of Brandon's ability to
tuke over when the game is on the line
is one of the biggest differences between
this season’s team and last vear's

“You need a playver like that.”" Mon
son said. “'That's one thing we lacked
last vear. We had (Randy) Grant in that
role but he was underneath the basket
and vou need a guard in that role
somebody that can handle the basket
ball.*"

Brandon admits it wasn’'t easy sitting
out last season and is happy to be back
on the court

‘N was difficult to sit out when
vou're used to playing all of the time
Brandon said. A lot of people were be
hind me. The coaching staff, Mr. Bill
Byrne, evervbody was telling me to
stick with it and that I'd get a chance to
play
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| thought | would be a hittle rusty
Brandon said I plaved a lot ot intra
mural ball and that ;'""r s vou larly
shape but | worried about beine readdy
tor this season
In a wav, the vear off mayv have ben
tited Brandon, Losing a vear of « |I'.'.l!II.I
v wasn't advantageous, but Brandon
didn’t have to fulbill a lot of people’s ex
pectations as o result
I dhidn't teel any pressure Brandon
satd I just wanted to do what |
could
I didn’t have any expectalions

Monson -Ilqlil'lt I kae would be
good but in all reality he
than | thought he would be

What HBrandon has done this vear is
put fun and excitement back into the
program, something few plavers can do
singlehandedly

Brandon scored 27
upset of then No. 2 ranked Arizona in
the conference opener for both teams
He also had 27 points in a win over
[Ntah. In both contests Brandon simply
took over the game down the stretch. He
also averaged 19.7 points in three Far
West Classic games and was named to
the all-tournament team

However. it's the Arizona win HBran
don likes to savor

“Heating Arizona was  delinitely a
milestone for me."" he satd. “"They were
ranked Noo 2 at the time and that win
was definitely inspirational
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Terrell Brandon's fast-break style of basketball has brought new excitement

into Oregon basketball this season.

assists with 6.9 per contest. He is also game, up from 674 points last season
shooting 503 percent from the floos I'he Ducks had almost 130 more turn
but his ball-handling and ability to run overs than assists last season; this sea
the fast break are the two biggest areas son thev have more assists than turn
where Brandon has made a difference Overs
for the Ducks

Oregon is averaging 706 points pe Turn to Brandon, Page 78
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Payton leads Beavers by example,
shoots toward NCAA record books

feel it's a realistic

goal and something | want as

f.“‘

By Ashley Conklin
Emerald Sports Reporter

Gary Payton only knows how to play basket-
ball one way — giving 100 percent all of the time.

And so if people see the way the Oregon
State point guard plays as cocky or arrogant,
that's a misnomer. The fact is, Payton demands
excellence from himself and from his teammates,
and that's usually what he gels it.

“I'm just doing my job out there,” the 6-foot-
4 senior said. "'I'm just a competitor and since |
was in high school, that’s the only way ['ve
known how to play."’

Payton knows how to play. He can do just
about anything the Beavers need to win. whether
it be hitting a three-pointer, giving a leammate a
pass on the fast break, or driving to the basket for
a lay-in.

*“The one thing that comes to mind is that
he's a competitor and a winner,”” Oregon State
coach Jim Anderson said. “*Secondly he's a com-
plete player and third, he doesn’t have many
peers when it comes to passing the basketball."

Payton has used the pass as his ticket to the
NCAA record book. on pace to break the career-
assist record held by Syracuse's Sherman Doug-
las. With 830 career assists, Payton trails only

well as going far in the NCAA Tournament.”

This season Payton has done it all in leading
the Beavers to a 4-0 Pacific- 10 record and an over-
all mark of 11-2 that has Oregon State ranked No.
22 in the latest Associated Press poll. He leads
the Beavers in scoring (27.1 points per game), as-
sists (9.8 per game), steals (3.7 per game) and is
second in rebounding (4.4 per game)

Although the numbers might be a little high-
er than Anderson expected. Anderson said he
knew Payton would do whatever was necessary
for Oregon State to continue to win,

“It's a job he expects and knew was his from
the start,”" Anderson said. '"All past indications
showed he would be doing what he is."’

“Being a senior this year, he has continued
that role,'" he added. ''He leads us by example on
the court and his work ethic gets everybody else
on the team going. And certainly he is our statis-
tical leader as well."

Many thought Payton might not be back for
his senior season, leaving for the NBA after coach
Ralph Miller retired last season. However, Payton
said it wasn't a difficult decision to stay in scheol
and he wanted to play under Anderson.

"It wasn't a big decision for me.” Payton
said, “'If I wanted to go (lo the NBA) and make
$500.000 a year or whatever, | thought | could
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Douglas’ 960 ) 960 and UCLA's Pooh Richardson (833 stay in school and get $1 million a year or what-
assists) all-time. ever. I'll have my degree in two or three more
The NCAA assist record is something Payton  terms so | wanted to stay in school and get more
set as a goal before the season started.
“That was basically my goal,” he said. Turn to Payton, Page 68
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