
BASKETBALL FEATURE 

Brandon brings winning tradition to Oregon 
Adds excitement to Oregon hoop 

By Ashley C onklin 
Emerald Sports Reporter 

Ferrell Brandon has alyy.iys been a 

\\ inner 
First ii \\,is helping Portland s (aunt 

High School win .1 slate basketball 
hampionship as a sophomore As a sr 

nior the state s ( lass \ \.\ o playei ol 
the year led the (amends to another 
state r hampionship averaging .M 

points, 'l rebounds and '< ”> assists a 

game 
I Ill'll it was helping the (Irani track 

team to a state title by winning the tri 

pie |umi) and running on the (ienerals 

record-setting 4 \ 100 meter relay team 

\mv. after sitting out last season be 
cause ol Proposition ttt liraiulon has 

brought bis u inning wavs to the (Iregon 
basketball team and has led the Dm ks to 

a 2-2 I’ai ilu 10 rei ord anil .i 7 ti overall 
mark 

Mot only is Brandon a yvinnei but a 

leader, a trait that every good point 
guard must have It s not surprising 
then that 5-foot-11 sophomore rvas able 
to overcome sitting out last season to 

breath new life in a team that ryas t la 

in the I’ai It) last season and H 21 over 

all 
Head coach Don Munson feels that 

having a player of Brandon’s ability to 

take over when the game is on the line 
is one of the biggest different es between 
this season's team and last year's 

"You need a player like that. Mon- 
son said “That's one thing we lacked 
last year We had (Randy) (Irani in that 
role hut he was underneath the basket 
and you need a guard in that role 
somebody that can handle the basket 
ball." 

Brandon admits it vvasn t easy sitting 
out l.ist season and is happy to be bat k 

on the court 

'It was difficult to sit out when 

you're used to play ing all of the time. 
Brandon said A lot of people yvere be 

hind me The coaching staff. Mr Bill 
Byrne, everybody was telling me to 

slit k yy ith it and that I'd get a ham e to 

play 
Brandon thought about going to a ju 

mm ullege last season when* lit" would 
hay i* hcen .ilile to play immediately m 

slf.ul ol silting out .1 vim! Hut as things 
I ur Mfd mil. Ilf s glad Ilf xtm k with stay 

ing at (begun 
I tlioughl about going In a junior ol 

Ifgf m \i i\ finlif i lift ausf tlif ai •iilt*ni 
lis were strenuous Braiiiluil said 

M\ parents slavi'd uu ini' and fnt mil 

agfd ini' I'hey told mt’ Ilif\ iii'if lif 
hind nif with whatever I did I'm happy 
I stayftl 

Mtlmiigh tlif oai lung stall knt'w 
what Brandon tmild do it was hard to 

tell how long it would lake him to iivit 

t min' uli.it hf had utissfd List vimi 

I thought I would hf a I it I If rusty 
lirandon s<ntl I plavnil a lot ol intra 

mural hall and th.it kffps von fairly in 

shape hut I worried ahout lining ready 
tin this sfason 

In a wav. tlif vimi oil ni.ii hair hfiif 
till'd Brandon Losing a yeai ol eligibili 
ty wasn't advantageous hut Brandon 
didn't havf to 11 d 1111 a lot ol people's f\ 
pci tations as .i rt'sult 

"1 didn't tffl iim prnssurt' Brandon 
said 1 |ti st wanted to tin what I 
could 

I didn't have am expectations 
Ntonson added "I knew he would he 

good hut in all reulitv he's been belter 
than I thought lie would he 

What Brandon has done this vear is 

[nit fun and e\( dement b.u k into the 

program, something few plavers can do 

singlehundedlv 
Brandon scored 27 points in a home 

upset ol then No 2 ranked Arizona in 
tile conference opener for both teams 

lie also had 27 points in a win over 

l'tab In both contests Brandon simply 
took over the game down the streti h lie 
also averaged Id 7 points in three far 
West (llassii games and was named to 

the all-tournament team 

However, it's the Arizona win Bran 
don likes to savor 

"Beating Arizona yens definitely a 

milestone for me." he said they were 

ranked No 2 at the time and that win 
y\ as definitely inspirational 

Brandon has posted some impressive 
numiters lor Oregon, leading the Dm kx 
m scoring at lti r> points per game and 

Phiilw bt MaiV ^ Ini 

style of basketball bas brought new e\i itement Terrell Hrandon's last-break 
into Oregon basketball this season. 

assists v\ itii 0 ‘I per (oiliest Hr is also 
shout mu r>0 I peri.rnt from the floor, 
but his hall handling and ahilitv to run 

the fast break are the two biggest areas 

where Brandon has made a diffrrenre 
for the I Ini ks 

Oregon is averaging 70 0 points per 

game lip from 07 -4 points last season 

The f)ui ks had almost DO more turn 

overs than assists last season; this sea 

son the\ have more assists than turn- 

overs 

Turn to Brandon, Page 7B 
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hi§ way toward tko NCAA all- Gary Payton la paaaimg 

run# AM rvuini. 

Payton leads Beavers by example, 
shoots toward NCAA record books 
By Ashley Conklin 
Emerald Sports Reporter 

Cary Payton only knows how to plav basket 
ball one way — giving too percent all of the time. 

And so if people see the way the Oregon 
State point guard plays as cocky or arrogant, 
that's a misnomer. The fact is. Payton demands 
excellence from himself and from his teammates, 
and that’s usually what he gets it. 

"I’m just doing my job out there,” the (i-foot- 
4 senior said. "I'm just a competitor and since I 
was in high school, that's the only way I've 
known how to play." 

Payton knows how to play. He can do just 
about anything the Beavers need to win. whether 
it be hitting a throe-pointer, giving a teammate a 

pass on the fast break, or driving to the basket for 
a lay-in. 

"The one thing that comes to mind is that 
he's a competitor and a winner.” Oregon State 
coach jim Anderson said. ''.Secondly he’s a com- 

plete player and third, he doesn't have many 
peers when it comes to passing the basketball 

Payton has used the pass as his ticket to the 
NCAA record book, on pace to break the career- 

assist record held by Syracuse's Sherman Doug- 
las. With 830 career assists. Payton trails only 
Douglas' 960 and UCLA's Pooh Richardson (833 
assists) all-time. 

The NCAA assist record is something Payton 
set as a goal before the season started. 

"That was basically my goal," he said. "I 

feel it's ,i realistic goal and something I want as 

will I as going f.n in the NCAA Tournament." 
't his season Payton has done it all in leading 

the Heavers to a 4-0 Pai dir- It) record and an over- 

all mark of 11-2 that has Oregon Stale ranked No. 
22 in the latest Associated Press poll lie leads 
the Heavers in scoring (27.1 points per game), as 

sists (O.H per game), steals (3.7 per game) and is 
second in rebounding (4 4 per game) 

Although the numbers might be a little high 
er than Anderson expected. Anderson said he 
knew Payton would do whatever was necessary 
for Oregon State to continue to win. 

“It's a job he expects and knew was his from 
the start." Anderson said. “All past indications 
showed he would lie doing what he is 

“Being a senior this year, he has continued 
that role," he added. “He leads us by example on 

the court and his work ethic gets everybody else 
on the team going And certainly he is our statis- 
tical leader as well." 

Many thought Payton might not be bark for 
his senior season, leaving for the NBA after coach 
Ralph Miller retired last season. However. Payton 
said it wasn't a difficult decision to stay in school 
and he wanted to play under Anderson. 

"It wasn't a big decision for me," Payton 
said. "If I wanted to go (to the NBA) and make 
$500,000 a year or whatever. I thought I could 
stay in school and get $1 million a year or what- 
ever. I'll have my degree in two or three more 

terms so I wanted to stay in school and get more 

Turn to Payton, Page 6B 


