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Powerful 'Fourth of July' sure to hit viewers 
By Ken Nolan 
I n< ore ( onfributor 

I .c,i\ 11ik Horn on the h'mirth 
nl lnl\ one mav feel the same 

wav ns having just battled a 

good c aw of inononiu Iimisis 
Tin* film nflei Is one s health 

leaimu down the immunities 
.mil heading st r a i v*lit lor the 
heart 

()livi*r Slone's films are not 

meant to he seen as mm h as 

they are meant to he experi 
I'll! i’ll I lls films entel the body 
ot the viewer through the pores 
and assault the nervous system 

I nun the gritlv Sa/iador to 
the Ai adeim Award sweeper 
I'lilltmn. Stone has proved him 
sell as one of the most powerful 

direi tors m Amerii a loil.iv .mil 
llurii on llir I mirth it lnl\ is nn 

exception 
rlir movie tells lln' Ill** stiii\ 

nl Kim Kuvii .1 min# (in Niiirii 
.in knl u itli rusv lii'i ks .mil ,i 

/ext lnr life llr is .m .ill around 
athlete who trii's Ins h.irili'st .it 

iinvtliin^ hr (iiics lie liinks Im 
\\ ,ll(l Id tile ll.llll e tn >{ti III 

Vii'tn.im .mil hei <mu• .i m.m I le 
yiiies in tin- u.u with images nl 

heroism .mil braverv in Ins 
he.nl 

lie le.ives Vietnam nil .1 

streti her Ills body |i,milyzed 
Irnm the lu st dim ii In .i linllet 
tli.it smereil Ins spinal oril 

lie also leaves \ letnain tn n e 

dei orated and at lust proud 
nl Ins role in the w ai lint mem 

k 

uni s uf Ins help in tin' <n nli'n 
lnl murder of iiiihm ent \ id 

namese villagers moslK worn 

cn urn) hililifii. <iikI fus single 
liinull'll involvement m shout 

mg <iii Anient <m soldier < nine 

to hiiiint linn 
Rnvif liei times emliillenid 

_Movie Review_ 

11 >l >111 tile war .111(1 Ills e\ | stem e 

111 .1 M lleelt ll.lll .Hid l.itei 
evolves .is one ol the ke\ pro 
testers ol the Vietnam onflit I 

lie uses the same gusto .mil 
lervor ulm h marked him m Ins 
high si hool \eais and ( flannels 
it into protesting, while all 
around lum row (Is shout 

"Traitor1 and polit emeu br.in 
dish lii ilons bloodied h\ thi' 
t.ii ked skiin'! ut anti-war ilcii] 

onslnitors 
I n Kiivh Amerii .1 had 

tiiriHnl from apple pic to sour 

({rapes I lo felt heated of Ins 
voutli niislcil In the s\stcm 
.uni robbed of lus \ irilitv 

ruin ( ruisc plavs hovit from 
the time lie's a high si linol |in k 
In the middle ayed iir.itur and 
author lie is todav ( a u 1st utl 

deryoes a metamorphosis alter 
my pin sii all\ in a mannei 

which would make Robert lie 
Niro smile 

Pin sit .ilit\ aside ( rinse's 

perlnrmain e as the tippled 
\ eteran is ahsoliitch on 

vim iny ll|s powei harisma 
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ami elet Iru it\ in llns rule .ire 

quite sjmplv overpowering 
( anise is the enter of even 

scene in the film, and he gives 
the audienc e shot after shot of 
the anger, anguish and inner 

hetraval Kovic evperienc ed af 
ter Vietnam (iruise rivets the 
audience at evert moment of 
the film's some two and a halt 
hours 

I he role ol kovic Is (.nilse s 

moment to shine, and his 
c Italic e to prove an ahilitv not 

onlv to handle roles th.it go be- 

yond good looks, hut to portray 
them with a certain ferocity 
and energv that will sureiv he 
his trademark in films to onto 

Horn also plac es (irui.se above 
and bevond the Ural I’ac kers .is 

a serious a< lor ol incredible 
mem.itu harisma and audi 

em e appeal I bis is a role de 
mantling enough to make voter 
an actors balk (indeed, the liliti 
was slated with Al Pacino in 
1M7H but the deal fell through) 
hut (iruise barrels headfirst into 
the sc reen 

It Oliver Slone is Irving to 
win .in award as ''Best I)amn 
Director in Amerii a." he sure 

is on Ins vva\ lo winning lake 
I’l.ilnnn. Horn on llir I ninth nt 
luh is a terse anil Iighllv wo 

\ i'll tale 
In Hum even si ene. even 

amera angle is a slloi k a toll 
a slap m the fai e I lis amera is 

in oust,nit motion throw ing 
the v iew er headlong into a 

w lieelc hair 
Stone otters grisly shots o! 

V ietnamese huts tilled with the 

carnage nl bullet ridden worn 

i'ii and hildren accidentally 
mowed dow ti In the American 
war machine 

t le presents si cues ol a velet 
ail's hospital, where a rei.ovei 

ing kovii wheels himseli 
around on Ilnurs invert'd with 
urine and vomit 

1 le plat es the audieni e dead 
elite! in a mid sixties anti w.u 

rally and then smai ks them 
n\ ei the head w ith a blunt pn 
In e billy luh 

Stone's lei hniipie in ti 1 ill 
making is simple lo ram Ins 
mm ic down the x ievver s throat 
sideways. Ion ing upon the an 

diem e one potent and e\plo 
sive si ene after another And 
Horn is no exception It is an 

emotional and gri!t\ powei 
house 

Slone also seems to have a 

lear message in the tilin to the 
younger generation ol today 
One must never underestimate 
the power ol dei eplioil. wlielli 
er it is the dei eptioil ol our 

government, or simph ol us 

tier eit ing ourselves 
hovii tell prey lo both lie 

deceived himselt in believing 
Vietnam would make a hero 
out ot him, and he later asked 
tor retribution from the govern 
ment which deceived an inno 
ent schoolboy 
And by using Cruise in the ti 

tie role. Stone's message is all 
the more potent Cruise is one 

ol the biggest audience draws 
today, bringing in a smattering 
of Amerii an youth He is the 
quintessential kid from down 
the blot k, and Cruise's place in 
this film is no coincidence 

The film's message is as po- 
tent as its subject matter, and 
Stone and Cruise handle each 
with the grace and potency 
whir h makes Horn on thr 
Fourth of lulv one of the best 
and most important films of the 
new year 


