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Coastal residents begin clean up efforts after storm 
By M.irilynn Wheeler 
Assot Press 

M.H.M.IAI (AIM Residents 
dl the northern Oregon (aiusi 

put iiu their hip Imuls Wed nos 

<I,U .is thi'\ began Ir.imtij; up 
homes .mil husiiii'sscs damaged 
h\ Hoods .iikI tailing trees 

A series of storms pai king 
heavy rain and high wind 
swept through the slate begin 
mug Saturday nosing mil 
lions of dollars in damage 
throughout northern (Jregon 

A total of 17 people were 

eyaiiiated Iroiti their homes m 

foastal ( lalsop and Tillamook 
( ounties where (an Nell 
(loldsi h 111 id I de< lared a stale of 

emergent y on Tuesday 
\l the height of the flooding 

Tuesday yy.ilel yyas l> feet deep 
on some ( latsop f auinty roads 
and ( liest high III a rural area 

near Nehalem where dikes 
yy ere inundated 

In Nehalem a town ol .MU 

people miles noil!) ol 

Tillamook the yyalei ley el 

dropped llolll leel to less 
than t foot as the I ide began re 

(’ding \\ ednesday attei noon 

Hugs dried on sloops in the 
sun and the sound of vai minis 

t oinpeted with that ol I lie 
(X call as businesses up and 
down I S Highway 1(11 began 
salvaging then yy.ilel logged 
propel I y 

Mmiit lesulents ey ai uated 
overnight in northern 

I illamnok ( nuiitv prohahlv 
would Mill Ih' allowed lo go 
liomr it ill i I late \\ ednesdav or 

earls lluirsd.n s.iid I on l.ash 
i■ .1 spokesman lor llu' nuiitv 
«• 111«• ii’i’IK \ serv li os oltu i' 

\ I (MS 1 ( ill.ltd Ill-Ill opll'l 
provided light lo help with 
some ol llie ev .11 II.ll lolls .Hid 
I o.isl (III.lid Wilier I r.ill Were 

used lo help some people flee 
till'll homes 

Shelters were set up .il sever 

.d lot .ilinils hill few people 
used them Most of llliise who 
lell then hollies spent die night 
with rcl.itives or friends said 
I’.iiiI l,evesiple assistant duel 
lor of emer({en< \ set\ ii es fm 
I illainnnk ( onnl\ 

Hooding is ,i peienni.d or 

I urielll I- ,tnd people hav e be 
illle Dllipl.ll ('III I .ev esipie 

said I'eople sa\ We've rid 
den out I lie I loi ids Ini III \ eai s 

and we ll do it again llul lie 
allse lllls Was sm I) all Ullllsu.il 

event tiles walled loo long lo 

leave 
'i\ lien llli'v saw the need lo 

leave tin s no longer had die 
I ap.lhilitv fill'll Vehicles were 

uiiilei w atei and ihev ■ nuldll't 
leave on fool 

,\ held of about till! cattle 
was driven In higher ground b\ 
nn nillets of llu- I iIlamook \nl 
tlllleei I II e I tepartmenl I e 

vesipie said 
Mm Ii ol die r (Hints s pi line 

dairy land was urtdei water 

and a few cattle were wander 

mu .irmiml in water tip to their 
tails 

lusher s.nd (mints otticials 
u ere fl\ inn (is IT the area III a 

helicopter Wednesday to assess 

the damage 
\ Innh tide at mi(Idas' didn't 

anse anv tirrther prohlems 
lusher s.nd I veil w ith the 
lunh tide today water levels 
aren't .is high as yesterday .it 

lernoon and hist night. he 
S.l III 

Twelve residents evacuated 
in ( l.ilsop tounly were return 

iiig home Wednesday. said 
( lnef sheriff s (Input V I Till 

I -aughman 
I lie w .iter s going dow it 

and now it s pisl a matter ot as 

session damages and < leaning 
up said Liughman "There's 
a lot nl debris on the roadways 
and lit people's yards Hiisi 
nesses are sponging out and 

getting Ij.ii k to business as usu 

al 
I S 1(11 w 11n h had been 

losed bv high w.tier al 

Whaleili and |ust north ot 

lillamook W .IS open again *h 

egrm i. w hir h iinnei Is 

Tillamook with Portland was 

dotted with mudslides, but was 

passable 
Levesque said a mudslide 

had blni ked the entrain e ol 
t ape Lookout Slate Park south 
west ol Tillamook and probably 
wouldn't hi1 removed tol at 
least a week \\ atel also had 
undermined the Sand l.aki 

Kci.ici part ill the Three t iapes 
Si mii I )riv r losing it to our 

la nr 

Kussell ( hevrnlet .it till' 
northern nut of I illamook was 

one ill several businesses inun 
ii,ilril Tuesdav night 

Si• i \ n i• vviirki't Mike lepsnn 
s.ml tin' showroom was under 
si\ ini hrs of water when lie .ir 
rived lor work on Wednesday 
H\ mid afternoon. there was lit 
tic Irate ol the mess and the lot 
was filled again w ith new pit k 

ups 
Steve Johnson owner of the 

Memories gill shop in N’ehalem 
sou e April, said the water rose 

eight ini lies in his store Tues- 

day 
"I rnin what I've hearth it's 

never been this high before 
said Johnson 

Pete and Hetty Thompson 
said about a dozen volunteers 
helped them move the antiques 
111 their store then lilt them 
onto pilings as the floodwaters 
ri ise 

The antiques siirv ived. said 
Mrs Thompson adding. "The 
oiilv thing I lost was my good 
humor 

The governor s dec In rat ion 
allowed the \ational (luard to 

lie ailed out to help deal with 
the Hooding 

haughman said the guard 
members inamlv were used in 
Ills oiilllv to leirv stall and pa 
tienls to and Irnin Seaside (ien 
ei a I Hospital bei a use t he ai :eess 
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road was flooded 
In Tillamook County guard 

members rvere used to remove 

,i mudslide oil .1 county road 
southeast ol Tillamook l.e 

vesque said 
Coastal rivers were receding 

ra|>idlv Wednesday The lowei 
\ehalem Kiver c rested nearh 
12 feet above Hood stage, the 
river's highest level since re< 

ords lust were kept in ltl71 

On Tuesday, a steelhead was 

spotted s\\ miming up .1 Seaside 
street that was awash with wa 

ter Irom the Necanicum Kiver. 
said l.inda Kaniero. a public 
safety clerk at the Astoria po 
lice department 

The three storms dumped a 

total of H 2 inches of rain cm 

Astoria, at the mouth ot the (lo 
lumhia River More than halt 
that amount fell during the- 24 

hours ending at 4 p m Tues 
da\. according to the National 
Weather Service During the’ 
same 24 hours. Seaside report 
ed more than t> "> me lies ot rain 

( adder air followed the storm 

inland bringing heavy snow 

into the Cascades Motorists 
were required to use traction 
devie es on main northern 
mountain passes Ten iin lies of 
new snow was reported ovei 

night at ('.oven nmeiil (lamp on 

Mount I lood 
The three1 da\s of w mil and 

rain left thousands without 
elec li ic its but utility c onipa 
nies made good progress once 

the wind subsided Tuesday at 

lernooli. spokesmen said 
About HOI) 1 usl outers still 

were w ilhoill elec Inc lly ill the 
Astoria area Wednesday, and 
some may not have power re 

stored until Thursday said 
C.iiy Donnelly a spokesman 
tor I'ac it ic Poyyer <s Tight t ,0 

( .cicil Dil I ill of Port land (am 

eral I lleclric Co sa id about 
t I III 1 1 ustomers still yy err 

without (•!<•< tin it\ in tin* ill 1I1 
tv s sit\ i( »* iirr.i v\ till the hiirti 
t1 st hit div.i r.ist ot (,n*sh.un 
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