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Editorial

Surprise in Panama
may lead to others

Like most Americans, we were surprised by the
Bush Administration's decision to invade Panama and
remove strongman leader Manuel Noriega by force last
Dec. 20. And. probably like most Eugenians (being the
good liberal folks they are), we were initially cynical
about this latest exercise of 11.S. military machoism.

But this is the first chance we've had to let our
opinion be known on the invasion, and the benefit of
three weeks of hindsight has tempered — somewhat
our initial  misgivings about Operation  Just Cause
(though that stupid. jingoistic title still smac ks of aut
dated Manilest Destiny imperialism to our minds)

Fhis tempering is due to the fact thal while we
were surprised by the mnvasion, we've been more s
orsed by events that have unfolded since then, Al
first, wir subscribed, unabashedly, o our favorite can
I'her Bush \IIIII i
SNoriega o jushic As o lormer CIA
would never nisk exposing publicly embm

vy theories tration didn’t rea

b biring
cadk, Bush
rassing intelligence Hes that put Noriega in power and
fueled the drug cconomy. Despite th tough posturing
the admimdstration would cut a deal with Noriega

Vioed ot iest, it all looked that wav. Norega's *de
Cowas oo easy an opportuiity for the
L nited States. The deaths of American military person
nel by Panamanian thugs seemed too convenient

\nd then the invasion itsell. Some 20,000 lroops
rolled in. but apparently belore sending in a team of 20
Rangers to locate the target dictator. Noriega disap-
peared. but showed up at a papal nuncio that had been
left unguarded. despite the nuncio’s past history ol
free refnge (a recent history, too — the opposition can-
didates that won Panama’s elections last May were
sheltered there from Noriega's Dignity Battalions)

It looked like Noriega would get shipped off 1o a
third country. out of Panama but safelv out of Bush’s
hair. It all seemed too convenient, too arranged

[hen the surprising thing happened. Bush held to
his tough talk of capturing Noriega and bringing him
to the United States. The administration appears ready
to withstand a long, embarrassing trial. Wait a minute!
The Bush Administration doing what it said it would?
Our very worst fear happened. in that our other fears
didn't. The worst case scenario didn’t materialize.

Of course, things aren’t finished yet. The Bush Ad-
ministration still may settle for a plea bargain deal
with Noriega. And let's be careful to reassess crafty ol
George just vet. The nuncio bishop's recently released
diary shows Bush was willing to send Noriega to a
wealthy exile in the Dominican Republic. but the dic-
tator ironically refused. fearing Panamanian assassins.

The invasion stands as an uncharacteristically bold
move by Bush. who must have agonized over sending
troops out just before Christmas. If Noriega had gotten
awav. or if more soldiers had come home in body bags.
the political damage would have been immense. In-
stead, Bush is riding an all-time popularity curve high

Still, the apparent turn of events from the script we
expeclted makes us hesitant to comment until things
are settled. Was the invasion worth it? Was it a victory
in the larger “"War on Drugs™? Was it a blow for re-
gional sell-determination? Qur gut reaction is to ““just
sav no’"in answer, but history will have the final say

These items we are decided on: We hope the Bush
Administration isn't so emboldened by the apparent
success of Operation Just Cause to consider American
military intervention in this hemisphere as a good al-
ternative Lo diplomacy. The outrage ol the Organiza-
tion of American States demonstrates the damage to
American interests in the region

Administration officials sav they have not revived
the Monroe Doctrine and that they won't use the ex-
cuse of rigged elections in Nicaragua to invade there
But Bush has ordered the Navy to begin a campaign of
drug interdiction off the coast of Columbia 1o that
country's dismay., and to ours.

We don't want a new “Bush Doctrine.” To that
end, we call for the quick withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Panama. Their military mission is complete

Unfortunatelv, 11S involvement in Panama is
probably just beginning. After the military action, we
now have the expensive task of webuilding Panama. So
much tor the mdependence of the new Panamanian
government. which is trving hard not 1o appear as a
gringo puppet, as Noriega used to be. Things look to
be on the up-and-up, but we still wonder what strings
are being pulled elsewhere
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Letters

Save your bike

While  University students
bicker with OPS and EPD over
the excessive issue of citations
a much larger problem s not
goetting its share of attention

housands of dollars
of ieveles and ke parts are

wiorth

dolen from the University cam
:‘.'l'- tat .rl I.‘||"'.’
enourh 1 ot ol thes

Surprisingly
thelts
have wourred in broad day
light

I is indeasible tor [l‘..'.!ll- safe
ty and police otficers to watch
every bike rack constantly for
signs of theft, so it's time that
administration  and
|IH|!1|| safety work together to
solve the problem

I'here are many students that

students

relyv on bicveles as their main
transportation.  But
since the number of bike thefts
has increased
are afrand to ride to campus and
are. walking, riding the bus
etc. These students should not
have to live with the fear that
their bikes might be stolen f
they lock up on campus

Many would  be
willing to payv money (say $5 a
term) to be able to lock their
bikes in a sate area If 300 peo
ple were interested. that would
give the University $1500 a
term to maintain a supervised

bike Rarage
could lock their bikes with an
assurance that they would be
safe. Thieves would be discour

torm ol

more  students

students

where students

aged, and these students who
live in fear could nde to cam
Pus once agaim

I'his plan 1s only one idea
and 1 encourage people with
ideas of their own to come for
ward . But for now, protect your
investment at all times. The
bike vou save mayv be wvour
own

Adam Smith
Eugene

Ban them

This letter constitutes a call
for a boveott of the band called
the Cherry Poppin® Daddies
and any club who hires them or
allows them to play on the

Premises

I'he name of the group insin

il i ||l;-,'-!\-r| ol, an en
couragement of, at the vern
feast, an aeceptance ol the tre

nt and horrifving truth that

is the rape of young girls by
their tathers

I'he band caused an Lot
last yvear with its choiwce ol
e

capitulated  to  publi

PIESSUT and  changed 0t
Fhey ' re back thas vear, and dap
parently  haven’t learned that
we won 't stand tor it

Did they

notice?

think we wouldnt
SOrry, 1t s an o issue, a
problem that
'-"l'.l'li

It's time to stop this sexual

hasn’t b n

wolnen |l||11
children N vou  wouldn't

rape anvone, so show vour out

violence  against

rage at those who do by staving
away when these boys play
Apparently, they want noto
riety. Fine Let's just not give
them any more money for their
lack of respect, lack of under
standing and lack of memory

Kate MacQueen
Eugene

Coercion

Ihe  proposed  mandatory
ASUIO  health  insurance re
quirement tor the 1990-91 aca-
demic yvear is an outrage. It
smacks of “central planning”
of the very sort that has bank-
rupted economies of commu-
nist nations the inefficien
cies and inequities of which
hundreds of thousands of peo
ple in Eastern Europe are daily
rising up against in a chorus of
protest

The student bureaucrats in
the ASUO either presume to
know what's best for all stu
dents or they realize that fore
ing students to purchase a
product they neither want nor
need is wrong and unfair, but
justify it with the rationale that
some students will benefit even
if others are penalized

In the wake of rising costs
and eroding benefits in the
ASUO  plan, many  students
have shopped around. com
pared available health plans
and purchased other coverage
decided  the
ASUO plan was inferior to their
alternatives

These students

Many vounger students are

covered through their tamil
health insurance plans. |
derstand the ASUQ could otf
a  better [I]uill il all student
were forced to purchase at, b

if these lower rates are achies
able only by coercion, it simply
isn't fair. The benetits an
certain, and not worth the sa
rifice of our individual treedon
ol cholce

If the ASUQ could tormulate
a plan that could stand on it
merits, students would buy o
without coercion. But the track
record is nol encouraging Peer
|I.i}l~ the honest answer to the
current quagmire is simply that
the ASUO should not be i the
health
all

insurance business at

Peter Mark
Computer Science

No martyrs

In response to  the lestteer
“Darn’’ (ODE, Dec. 8). | must
ask: Did not Hitler, Capone and
a host of others die tor a cause

their cause? Since when
does dying for a cause make
vou someone great?

Also. if anvone would like to
read one of those "Unmasking
Planned Parenthood™ papers
see me. They came complete
with references to  Margaret
Sanger's own writings, which
are supposed to be in the
knight Library

Bob Weigel
Lab Tech

Research

I would like to publicly note
a mistake which was made 0
the latest issue of The Student
Insurgent

Although 1 agree wholehear!
edly with the viewpoints ex
pressed in the article on Stu
dents for Choice and Reprodu
tive Freedom, | feel that it s
necessary to point out that [ am
not the author of the article
Some of the ideas are mine, but
I did not write the article: |
merely researched it

Rene DeCair
Pre-Journalism
Tuesday. January 9, 1990




