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Court should grant
people right to die

This week the U.S. Supreme Court takes on its first
case concerning voluntary euthanasia

Futhanasia, the right to cause death so as to end
sulfering. is a topic of great emotional controversy.
Since the first case in 1976, more than 50 cases have
been fought around the country with most states ruling
in favor of those who would choose to die instead of

The case before the Supreme Court. Cruzan vs
of Health.
Cruzan. a 32-vear-old woman who has been in a vege-
tative state for almost seven years
her doctors to remove the feeding tube which presently
keeps her alive. The doctors say she could live another
10 vears in her current condition.

It is estimated more than 10,000 people are being
kept alive in a similar manner
kept alive by machines and drugs. Still others are el-
derly and i1l and just wish to die

The Supreme Court is not expected to make its de-
ciston on Cruzan vs. Missouri Department of Health
The decision may decide whether
the Constitution protects the right to refuse medical
treatment. I also mav make a decision concerning who
can decide to refuse medical treatment — the patient

concerns  Nancy

Her parents want

Countless others are

Choosing to die rather than suffer from vegetation
or painful illness is a very personal. private decision
In the Bill of Rights the “‘right of privacy’" is secured;
the decision to end one’s life due to a basic inability to
live it should be up to the individual

Living wills are becoming more and more common
in states that allow people the right to refuse medical
treatment and nourishment. These people are making a
personal and responsible decision. People who are
hospitalized for extensive periods of time with no hope
of recovery put a tremendous emotional and financial
strain on lamily members, not to mention the medical

Skyrocketing health care costs are partly due to the
extensive costs incurred by people who are permanent
hospital inpatients. Most families cannot afford life-
time inpatient care and hospitals often have to pick up

If a person can no longer live, use his or her brain
and communicate with others in some way, why
should his or her body be forced to stay alive?

When the Supreme Court makes its decision this
summer, we hope it will decide on the constitutional-
ity of voluntary euthanasia. Although for some it may
be considered murder, for others it may mean long-

NAVAL ARMS CONTROL....
PROMISE ME YOU'LL
THINK ABOUT IT.
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Earth Day planning needs everyone’s input

Ihere 1s a meeting going on tonight we
believe people should attend

I'he University Barth Dav Coalition
meeting tonight at 10 1n the ENMU Ben Lin
der Room. The coalition is |||.|Il!|ll='.1 eyvents

tor Barth Dav 1990 on and all are
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Given the growing interest in environ

mental issues, and the worsening condition

ol the planet, we hope people will find time
o show up el praartae :ll-ih' in }l!.lIJIHII‘.'_ L
oming Earth Dav activities

hose who attend the meeting will b
avien a short introductor Spee h about the
dav itsell and a rough idea of what events
will happen on campus and in the Eugene
area. Then, the meeting will split into small

er groups, with each of the participants giy
ing their inpul as to what events should take
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Since the first Earth Dav in 1970, much
has |!.l;||n‘!lt'i! in the world of environment
alism. The energy that went into Earth Day
sparked interest in environmental

1SSLes

and led to the creation of the Environmental

Protection Agency, and subsequently  ths

Clean Water and Air acts

But concern over the environment ha
had to grow again following apathy in th
carly 80s. And the 20th anniversary ot Earth
Day is as good a time as anv to retlect on the
and Lo the

progress  of hindrances

movement

lhis vear's coalition is actively seeking
the support and mvolvement of an array ol
campus groups, representing ethnic groups
women and people of color. Environmenta
atfect us all, and Earth Dav should e

this by

ISSUeS

et getling as many opinions

‘IlllHH:[}lr'

Earth Day has been celebrated at the
L'niversity every vear it I1.|‘~ }1|'1'1| 111 X1
tence. one ol the few lIIHt'_I,'_l' Calnpuses 1

the United States that can make that claim
Fugene itsell prides itself on being an “envi
ronmentally aware” community. We hape
this vear’s Earth Dav will continue this tra
dition, and, with participation from a di
Verse group il ]ll'u|l|l' False SOme awadreness
about this fragile planet and what we are do
meg to it

Letters

Good learnin’

1o e

saidd vou

hudos tor vour Nov
tion Hiey

couldn’'t get some good learnin

who

dal o umversity

First off, who couldn’t be im
l”‘“‘""'1 with those tiscal tigers
manning the ENU board of di
Initially, the EMI
cision to allow the continued
salee of cigarettes looks hike real
hardnosed business

Aovone with the shightest bit

s e

rectors

of business acumen could eas:
Iy see how the board is nothing
more than a bunch of feather

weights. IF the board s really
nterested i selling dangerous
drugs, amd making a profit
then they ought 1o get on down
to where the real action is and
learn the art of selling danger
s, addictive drugs tor some
bigtime protits. That way they
L] ".I..-! ‘.r"I|JI‘. ;il'.\l'l ;‘l.. s

ek they ]ann!\‘lh'.‘. KW
this all along. That's why the
trieed 1o win us over with the

k

learn

appeal tor the rights of
vrs. It
how much they cared about the
rights of smokers. No
doubt all of these board mem
hand

was touching to

human

bers were on to protest

Page 2

the CIA's visit to the }I\Tl"" O
were they?

Hut, sy
probably
Just ask seCurity
tolks down in El Salvador, o1

CIA  bovs
aren’t all that bad
those

Lthose
force

mavbe the guvs down in Chile

Robert Schmmer
International studies

Solution

I vehemently agree that por

nography humiliates

abjectities  and  dehumanizes
However lo inform Joed

(O Now 21)

there are a few reasons why we

Diegleman

necessarily  disregard
\orney

Commission on Pornography

\.hilln:ii
the 1986 General's
Final Re port

It was created as an instru
ment! of fundamentalist ideolo
v, and not outl of sound, inves
Ligalive Premises

'he Commission blatantly
|,;;|1|]--|i social science research

findings which ran  against
their preconceived message
3} The

knowledge the increasing con
violent

report failed 10 ac

sensus that it 1s the

component rather than the sex mg tor AlDS
wally r--.|,rlu i companent ol COoneerned
mass media images which cor objectification
riclites with \l|l'\l'l{!|i'!IT violent hat

behavion

Pornography is the theory Iy
rape 15 the practhice’ 15 certain no matter how brief
lv a messiage worth heeding Fhe  solution
but also one important enough Let us intorm

to amend as our knowledge of
the situation increases

We now have strong reason
1o believe that violent PG oand
Rerated films. non-pornograph
IC IDagazines and prime time

research?

ol women and
crimes o general should
be wary of convenient complic
with coercive government

the reader, not

1
eliminate his reading

No substance

hose refuting everyvthing and pron
ising nothing. Atheism s a so
cial neuter, capable of making
l!]ll\ the
change, but incapable of a tual
Iv producing anvthing of value

Fhroughout history, it has
been the church which was the
stronghold of Iterature, art and
1tself }'\l[ has bewen
done in the name of God. but it
individuals

aboul 1he

motions  of  social

15 education

history

Mark Fellows

English has been done by

acting i spite of religious as
rather than in accord
ance with them

But such aberrations are irrel

strtions

television  are as much  the Regarding Bert Tryba's fre
theory behind  the e uant lelters condomi | evant. Consider only what s
quent letters conde nng reli
tice™ of rape as are the offen -<l|.--; N happening today. right now, in
sivee magazines from the Book |I|"~|!I'.r- 'evba's claim of redi that SAIHRNS church Chat
store sk 1 : S : g § , ace full of
tore and EMUT Main Desk to ance on reason. his views are church is a good place h
which ||||'L:!--r||<||1 ,,},!'.‘ ts H]‘. full f as ' many emoli = l|| il _\,:mui Ii:ulil[l' riruill'_'. ‘.'.-nni
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solution isn t vensorship spired pinion R PR S things
; d opinions, and are just as
1 hu » v is up
While 1 share Diegleman’s open to criticism, as belief in Church mm ”I}.".Hhm T ],
deep olyection to the dehuman the God he dismisses Mere tradition” vou call 1t

1zition i these magazines, | re

fuse to follow Meese and his ter o opnion

Heliet in God s
but it is i beliel

but it is more. Religion is alive

Alive not only because we want
And

sindeed a mat

it, but because we need it

merry  pranksters  down  the that demands social action Cod [ h it

| N yTACE 1t is
dark. windy road of what the mdemning apathy. Atheism wl who graces us .\\4! ; i
former Attorney General calls conversely being essentially a ever moie alive, for Gog has a

commaon sense’ prosecution
of pornographers

Is this the
which so sagely dictates
policy on abortion, birth con

trol. sex education. and fund

same common
Sense

tellectual

refutation of theist ideas: " has
no substance or foundation for
creating a better world

Atheism is a lot of pseudo-in-
masturbation
ing in its own relativist ghetto,

lowed us to strav, welcoming
our return to discover this truth

on our own

tester Jason Maas
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