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Editorial

ucation

ut bluntly

The coaliion who

problem

number one official?

bling down.

makers’ excuses. They hear plans, but see no
come from them. They watch legislators debate school
finance relorm, only to see ideas evaporate

brought the suil are
enough to realize probably nothing concrete will come
of it If anvthing, the state will contest it in the: Oregon
Supreme Court, tying it up lor years i legal red tape

Governor should
call special session

With frustration mounting,
time before it happened. Last week, a coaliion ol 51
Oregon school districts decided to sue the state, claim
ing the school finance system is “grossly inequitable

it was only a matter of

Defendants in the suit are House Speaker Vera
Katlz., Senate President John Kitzhaber
tendent of public instruction and the state Board of Ed-

stale superin

The suil comes in wake of the 19849 Legislature's
inability to remedy the crumbling state system
time a possible solution came up, partisan politics o
voler rejection shot it down

Eviery

educators are tired ol hstening to law

aclion

Fhat Oregon’s school linance system is in sham
bles should come as no shock
heavily dependent on local property lax lovies. it cre-
ates a great disparity between districts. Rich districts
have more money, while the poorer districts struggle
14§ Lu'l']) their doors apen Schools are also at the mercy
of whether voters wish to approve budget requests

svslem is

Because the

sinart

But what the suit does do is awaken people to the
It is a desperate grab for attention
stams from a desperate situation.

which

We noticed something curious in the coalition’s
suit. Gov. Goldschmidt was not named as a defendant
If vou're suing the state, why not go after the state’s

But then again, Goldschmidt has been highly sup
portive of school tinance reform. Last year, he formu-
lated a three-step plan, only to see it gutted in the Leg
islature, and later turned down by voters.

We have a suggestion. Goldschmidt should call a
special session of the Legislature with the sole purpose
of reforming the state’s education system.

It may seem like a radical idea, or a bit drastic. But
the next legislative session won't convene until Janu-
ary. 1991, The svstem is deteriorating so rapidly, by
the time lawmakers meet again, the problem could
have reached catastrophic proportions.

If Goldschmidt and the Legislature are truly com-
mitted to fixing the school finance system, they will
convene a special session. Now is the time for both Re-
publicans and Democrats to forget their differences,
and fix the educational system belore it all comes tum-
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No summer break would be harsh for kids

School kids who take a Calvin-and
Hobbestan approad h to life would I[Illlh.li!l\
equate  vear-round  schooling  with a fate
worse than death. But there is a growing
segment of the population that tavors such a

e r'},1
I'homas
the Corvallis

Wogaman superintendent  of

School District, is one propo

nent of a vear-tound school svstem. He re
cently ||||-‘|'-‘r|1 to the cityv's school board a
plan that would divide the school vear into
trimesters, with a month off in August and

two-week breaks in December and Apnil

make stu

4

Wogaman ¢
dents

! e |'1!T '\'.--11]l|
time in class six weeks loneer than

the current school vear. Proponents ol such
students need this extra time
they

caught with todav's

" N
a plan beleve

in  class.  because aren’t  learning

cnoueh to stay techno
logical
studies that

ging behind other

SOCHety le'\ -||."~H lllrl||1 1o recent
American students lag

countries 1 education

show
partly due to less time spent in school

|'III[N|1|-'I|1'~ of the radical [l|‘!ll also feel
the nine-month school vear is essentiallyv ob
solete. The svstem was desiened when the
country was an agrartan nation and children
were needed to help in the fields during the
SUTTIETS

While these reasons for changing our
vahid and logical, the
drawbacks outnumber the benefits

For one reason, this new plan seems to

school svstem  are

be designed solely with citv dweller:

mind
'Jf us

As far-fetched as it mav seem o somi
there are kids out there who still Tive
communities. Indeed
Corvallis is considered an agrarian comiunu
nity, and there are certainly kids in that d
frict who have to help on the farm durin
the summers

on farms and rural

Also. the yvear-round school plan woule
by all accounts cost more to execute that
our current syvstem
gling to fund our schools the wav they an
now, the more expensive system is essent

Because we are strig

Iv inconceivable at the moment
There reason for nol goin
with the vear-round school svstem

i1s another

thing the proponents seem to be overlook
That reason has to do w
what kids learn awav from the classroom

Kids don’t become brain-dead vegetabl
once summer vacation hits. Instead. they gel
an opportunity to learn about themselve
their friends and the way the real world
works through this pleasurable diversion
from school tedium.

It is likely that all of us can remember at
least one special summer from our child

or just ignoring

hood, one that taught us life lessons and
gave us some invaluable memories. To do
away with summer break mav not be a tat
worse than death, but it would cheat future
students out of a big chunk of their child
|Itn|if

Letters

Aiding, abetting

Fhe execution ol six Jesuit
priests in El Salvador should
COome as no surprnse o oanvone
tamiliar - with

relations in that

even  vaguely
church-state
country. For vears the Catholic
church has been persecuted by
a muilitary and ruling oligarchy
threatened by s work among
the country s [y and |l!\.1nu.
spssod
Imprisonment, torture,  ex
pulsion, and
been the

those Christi

to speak out

disappearancoes
have long norm  for

brave enough

against the na

tion’'s social ills and inushices
El  Salvador 15 the most
densely populated, most under
nourtshed country 1n Central
America I'he dogs of the

rich.”” wrote a tormer newspa
per Fli|!‘l||~i|r'r vatl better than
the poor -

I'he word l.n\}h'] means
_;.:u-ui news. and in the atmos
phere of fatalism and fear, the
church tried to provide hope
and comfort to the poor

Page 2

hev were beginning to un
derstand that their situation ot
hunger and sickness. the pre
mature death of their children
their unemployment, that all
these disasters are not the will
of God, but to the Tust tor prodit

of a few Salvadorans, and to

(their own) passivity wrote
ane pi st
Hecause ol e wirk

churchmen have been labeled

communists and subversives
labels that in El Salvador are
tantamount to a death wish

In an American court of Jus
ticer, a person s guilty of mding
and .1}n'f!|:|u a murderer if he
L:l:l‘.\ll]-.',l\ pPros ides the bullets
and the murder wedapon lo the
Where

Bush in rela

murderes does  that
place President
Lion tiy the SN murdered

priests? It leaves him guilty

Christian Gunther
Eugene

Honest living

Cindy Huibregtse states

(ODE, Nov. 13 il vou are college

students (8]

Spare As | go about my studn

SRR RN

insulted by the fact that people
ask vou to sSpare some « hange

mavhe it's  about time to do

something  about  this  prob
lesm

Ihe people who harassed me
lor moneyv on  13th  Avenue

were in their late teens or early
twenties and in good physical
them  that
wis running around with a box
shouted at me Hev babe, va

condition. One ol

got any beer money?

I know this was an ex ep
tional case, but | certainly don’t
tind 1t hard to understand why
many  of don’t
have monev: most people earn

these }u'u|l|!'
money by working., and how
can one work while thev are so
cializing on 13th St. for most of
the dav?

And dont tell me
aren’t any jobs to be had by
catch the
Sundav  Register-Guard  help
wianted ads. True. many jobs
pay minimum wage or only a
little better. but isn’t warning a
honest living better than asking

there

these |n-n|l|l' Just

change?

Grace Wilson Jr. states ((DF
Nov., 1) most students
(spend about) six to ten thou
sand dollars a vear (to attend
the University). One should be
ashamed of themselves if they
are above pitving a person less
lortunate

Financial aid. student loans
and two part-time jobs not
my parents
this far
teel svmpathy for these people
who spend the majority of the
day socializing, while | attend
school and work? | don't think

Si)

have gollen me
S0 1 am \ll|l11||~|'|l Ty

Sarah Jean Snvder
English

Be good

I want to call out to all my
fellow students and urge every
one to remember to be good cit
1zens. 50 often these davs we
torget our duty to be good citi-
zens

each dav | often come acros
fellow students who are carrs
ing  America  forward  wath
pride. These students attend to
their appearance. and are can
ful who they associate with

1 know they study hard and
avoid late hours and recreation
al sex. | feel welling pride
l\llt'lt [ S ouUr si h'm| 5 fraten
nity and sorority members, tor
they make America great and
competitive
Sunday
time and | press my slacks and
go. Last Sunday, at a down
town cafe, 1 overheard a couple
discussing take
Psvi hedelics in the torest We
just enjoy Cheetos at our fun

Come it's church

plans 1o

picnics

So let's crowd the
shops, go to vellow sweater so
cials and ball games, and r
spect our President. After all
who wants to live in a country
whose voungsters have torgot

ten proper citizenship

Tom Ribe

Graduate Student
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