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Bridge plan costly
but needed expense

Forget the old adage about bridges over troubled
troubled bridges are getting us in hot
water. But BEugenians are taking steps to fix the prob

Last week, the Lane County Board of Commission
ers unanimously approved a $9 million program to re
place 54 bridges in the county over the next eight
years, The plan. once completed by 1996, will mean
that none of the county’s 427 bridges will be rated in

The $9 million program was chosen over an alter-
nate praposal, which would have cost $6.7 million and
replaced only 36 bridges. While some may argue that
the less costly proposal would have allowed more
money for other concerns in the county, in this case
the more costly plan is needed

For one reason, the money to fund the plan is com-
ing from federal timber receipts. which is in a surplus
Since we have the money now, the
board reasoned that we should use it now before the
money runs out. which is likely

Another reason for the more expensive plan is that
we need these repairs. Some 15 percent of the system’s
bridges now fall beneath the rating of OK or better.
That means this 15 percent are potentially unsafe to be
driving across, but people do it every day, unaware of

That's a terrible thought. Any one of us may be
driving to and fro every day on a bridge that's func-
tionally obsolete. It's almost enough to make you para-
noid about crossing any bridge.

As the board has decided to spend the money for
repairs, it should ensure the work done is of top quali-
ty. Some of the bridges that have to be fixed now are
only 15 vears old. They should have lasted at least 30
o 40 years before needing repairs, according to nation-
al bridge experts. The reasons for the fast decay of
these bridges include the use of old, salvaged materials

If these structures had been built with wality in
mind they wauld have lasted twice as long.

have used this $9 million for other crucial problems in

sloppy

the county, such as the homeless situation.

We should be careful not to make the same costly
error this time by building the bridges with quality ma-
terials and paying close attention to detail. By doing a
job the first time around, we've basically
burned our bridges behind us.
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Commission will bring better recognition
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I don’t pick up the Emerald
to read advertising. | pick it up
to read campus-related new
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Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
250 words, legible, signed and the identification of
the writer must be verified when the letter is submit-

The Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for
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