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national AIDS action
Art galleries show support

Day held to promote
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ASUO encourages opposition to Bush veto

By Dan Eisler
Emerald Reporter

Opposition to President Bush's expected
pocket veto of a bill allowing Chinese students
to remain in the 118, after their visas expire
can be expressed by calling his office from the
ASUO office, the ASUO decided Wednesday

“ASUO really supports this." said Angela
Muniz, ASUO state affairs coordinator. "'Come
in and ask the secretary, the receplionist, or
anybody there and phone the White House.”
from EMLU Suite 4, Muniz said.

The number is 202-456-76349.

Chinese students abroad are under a lol ol
pressure, both from the Bush administration
and from the mainland Chinese government,
which opposes the bill, she said.

Introduced by Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calil.,
the bill, which would give Chinese students
four more yoears o iipp'_v for new visas, or per-
manent residency. passed unanimously in the
House of Representatives and by a voice vole
in the Senate.

A pocket veto occurs when the president
does nol sign a bill within 10 days alter Con-
gress has adjourned.

Bush has until Saturday to sign the bill,
said Peter Briggs. assistant director for interna-
tional services.

. Briggs said approximately 80 percenl of
more than 40,000 Chinese students in Lhe
United States hold visas. The bill does not
grant political asylum or safe haven, bul pro
vides an option for students in case of an ad-
verse government in China, he said

The bill comes in the wake of the Chinese
government’s June massacre al Tiananmen

Square

The mainland Chinese government is up
sel about this bill because it has invested heav
ily i sending students abroad. and could sul
for o “brain deain’” if large numbers ol sto
dents request asylum, Briggs said

Passage of the bill would “more or less
terminate an educational relationship of the
past 10-12 years.” Briggs said, adding that
Bush would like to continue to maintain thal
relationship with the Chinese government

“P'movery much moved by this bill.™”
a promingnt student from the People’s Repub
hie of Ching who asked to romain anonymous
i protect himsell from retaliation by the Chi
nese government

Some of the students abroad have returned
to China, and are in prison, forbidden lo leach,
or have been followed and interrogated, the
student said

The student speculated Bush “personally
wanls (o keep relations with the Chinese gov-
penment because he's friends with™ former
leader Deng Xiaoping. dating from Bush’s
days as ambassador to China,

““Maybe (Bush) sees the general intorest of
the 11.8. Congress could play the bad guy. he
could play the good guy. and the Chinese gov-
ernment does nothing™ in response 1o a velo,
the student said

“People are supporting the democracy
movement, (but] Bush, who is supposed 1o
support the democracy movement. is going lo
veto (the bill) — he's really going to far, even
though he wants lo retain the lies

“He's saying il he passes the bill the Chi
nese government will punish the 1.5 The

said
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Fhe Hult Center’s Jacobs Gallery will drape a sculpture with a black shrowd in support of a Day

Improved lighting needed

By Brian Bloch
tmerald Associate Editor
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Writer speaks on oil spill

By Alice Tharnton
Emerald Reporter
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