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Construction crane falls, kills 5

Contractor previously was negligent

By James Clifford
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO (AP \
crane plummeted from the 16th
storv of a building under con
struction Tuesday, flattening a
school wvan, several cars and
smashing into an office build
At least
five people were killed, 21 in
jared and five left missing, au

ing across the street

thorities said

“It felt like an earthquake
said Merrill Lynch Vice Presi
dent Joe McLaughhin, who was
in the damaged office building
i | ]li[li«i'li out and saw two bod
ies. One construction worker's
boots were sticking up through
a4 mass of jagged metal ”

In the aftermath of the acci
dent that rained concrete and
twisted steel on one of the bus
1est intersections in the finan
cial district, a prosecutor sand
criminal  neghigence  charges
twice previously had been filed
against the project’s  general
contractor for accidents on Los
Angeles construction sites

There were conthicting state
ments on what was happening
before the crane tell. Fire Chiet
Fred Postel said it was hoisting
steel beams, but the general
contractor sald the crane was
being  repositioned  from  the
16th to the 20th tloors

A prece of the crane at least
three stories long dangled from
the side of the building under
construction two  hours  after
the #:30 am. accident. Police
roped off the area and ambu
lances rushed in and out

I'he street was littered with
tlattened cars and a mangled
motorcvele. Gas was cut ofl to

the damaged  21-stary  othice
building for fear of an explo
sion

“The wreckage looks abso
lutely mmcredible stewt] beams
[lIlFL llL" I.H L[Iil \Iil L.‘\ N.I“i
Acting Mavor Angela Alioto
aitting in while Mavor Art Ag
nos tours the country urging
tourists to return in the wake of
the Oct. 17 earthquake

At an afternoon news confer
ence at the scene. Alioto said
experts could not immediately
determine the cause of the col
lapse. She also said streets in a
four-square-block area  would
be closed for at least a week for
cleanup and repairs, and the
California Street cable car also
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was shut down

Alioto said the dead were
four construction workers, all
from the Seattle area. and the
woman driving the school van
operated by Laidlaw  Transit
I

It's  pretty rough said
Laidlaw Senior Vice Presidemt
Howard Wallack. ““They [other
f'lll|l|1r\m'~| are  prelty  upset
and we are arranging a chap
lain and  psvchologist 10 go
aver to our othices

I'he fire chief said five peo
ple were listed as missing in
the twisted steel and broken
concrecle

[hree hospitals reported e
ceaving 21 victims, tour in seri
ous condition. Most of the rest
had minor imjuries

Swinerton & Walberg Co. of
San Francisco, the general con
tractor on the job. said the
Crane was |\|'||l\,: [I'[Ill\lllll]h'li
from the 16th story to the 20th
story, the second such repust
tioning of the project

Ihe crane. model No. SNiG5s
manutactured by American
Peceo of Millwood, N Y had a
capacity of 17 tons. The sit
was last inspected by the state
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration on - Aug 11
I'he project. which began in
January, has not been cited bon
safety violations, thoe COmpany
~-I!ii In i news release

Criminal negligence charges

W twice il against
Swinerton and Walbert in 1981
and 1986 for separate accident
on the Los Angeles siles, said

Los Angeles Deputy City Atton
ney Mlchael Guarino

In 1981, charges were filed
after a crane collapsed and an
unknown number ol people
were killed, Guarino said. The
Case wWas I’Ill[ll!t’li |I|'| dause pros
ecutors could not get the kind
of charges they wanted to the
jury he sad

Prosecutors wanted o prove
only culpable neghigence in the
case, Guarino said, but the state
labor code requires that prose
cutors prove wanton and will
ful disregard for human safety
he said

In the 1986 case, Guarino
said, Swinerton and Walberg
was a co-defendant in a case
stemming from a construction
site accident that killed three
ironworkers after the steel su
perstructure of a 21-story ofhice
building was overloaded

-------1

ADDRESS

L One Coupon Per Pizza » Expires 11-29-89
N N N N N T e

Oregon Daily Emerald

687-8600 * 1432 Orchard

hat case resulted in o civil
COMPromise in which
Swinerton and Walberg agreed
1o sponsor a salety seminar o
downtown Los Angeles con
tractors and to donate an un
known amount to a labor safety
hoard . Cuarino said

\ccording  to
state Department of Labor and

Washington

Industries  records thie  San
Francisco project s ocraneg sub
contractor, The Erection Co. of
Kirkland, Wash.. was fined ton
safety violations ot least tour
times betore 198 three times
in 1987 and once in 1988, sad
department  spokesman  John
\kins

I'he company s
the last reported fine, which

appealing

was t!H;nI-‘l'd after a worker fell
1o his death while working on
the Pacific  First Center  in
downtown Seattle in August
1088, Akins said

Attempts  to  reach  Adam
Jones, president of The Fre

lion Co.. were not successiul
and telephone calls to company
offices were not returned

In Tuesdav's acoident. debris
riined down on o taxi driven
by Issa NMassarweh who o had
WO passengers al the time 1 he
cab's (PR window Wils
smashed

| don’t know where mis jrat

SENEErs ane he sand I thirew
mysell under the dashboard
He told his prassengers to fune k
ind when he next looked . thie

had lett He was unhbarmed

I heard a loud bang and
stepped up and saw the tanl end
ol a crang skl stockbrokaen

Pan Trabert, who saw the accl

dlent trom his office i the Bank

of America Building

Department says it tried
to suppress subpoenas

By James Rowley
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP

I'he Justice Department said Tues

day it had sought to quash subpoenas issued by Pan Amen
can airhines for documents in government files about the in
tlight bombing of Pan Am Flight 100 over Scotland that

killed 270 people

In a briet statement Tuesday night, the department sad it
moved, ina sealed count redguest last week, to ||L|.1-\]| the sub
poenas served on six government agencies

While tederal judges o Brooklvn, N Y and Washington
dechined to grant the government’s request, Pan Am was di
rected Lo narrow its reduiest tor intormation

Fhe department said Pan Am lawyers were told to submit a
draft court order seeking intormation about how the suitcase
with the bomb made its way aboard the Hight bound from
London to New York

'he 11r'||.|t!r1u'rll still reserves the II'.'_]|T (3 I ll.l”r'll_\:l' the re
quest for a court order, saird spokesman David Runkel

I'her o ||l.||[||||'|1r s dhisclosure came as a governmaent source
who dechined to be wdentibied said investigators had traced
clothing fragments from the suitcase that contaimed the bomb
to a shop o Malta, lending credence 1o the theory that the
route of the sutlcase orginated on that Mediterranean island

Hritish newspapers prey wously  had tl';llrlh'li the Malta
[ ]ll”llllu" connechion

Runkel sidd the department moved to quash the subpoenas
on the .'_||l|||ui‘ that information in governmment files wias prart
of an active coiminal vestigation and thus did not have to

L il|l||ll|| il

Investigators are trying o pin down qust who placed the
suttcase on a Frankfurt-bound |.:|.|=H i Malta and how it wa
transterred 1o the Pan Am plane which proceeded  from
Frankturt to London, swhere it became Fheht 1038 bovnd for
New York

Pan Am s teving to obtam government infoomation about
the case o defend o civil case in Brooklvn by the estates and
tamilies ol ll:'n;'h killed in the crash

A nsurance investigator hired by the airhine concluded
that the government swas warned an hour betore Fhight 102
took off that a bomb miught be aboard, bat did nothing, o

cording to part of the investigator's report released carly th
month by Rep . James Trabhcant, D-Ohio. CEA -.|‘|-L-‘--I1|1'!| have

characternized that report as nonse s
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original designs—not available
anywhere else, Give a gift that will
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