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Board should take
task force’s advice

It's a typical bureaucratic policy. Appoint a task
force. wait for its results, then reject them out of hand.
Politics, Lane County style,

Almost nine months ago, the Lane County Board of
Commissioners created a task force to study the home-
less problem in the area, and come up with viable solu-

The task force has come up with an expensive, 10-
year project. The commissioners, save one, have reject-
ed it in one form or another.

The plan centers on crealing a non-profit corpora-
tion to develop and build low-cost housing in the area.
The initial coast is $1.5 million, to be culled from vari-
ous governments within the county. As can be expect-
ed, the city of Eugene will carry a large share of that fi-

Commissioner Jerry Rust has given his approval to
the plan. But Rust has been drowned out by the other
four members of the board, particularly Bill Rogers,
who favors a smaller, much cheaper plan.

Most of the controversy is over how the progsam
will be funded. The task force has recommended sever-
al ways to raise the needed capital. Almost $750,000
annually would come from county business licenses;
$225,000 would be raised from interest on real estate
sales escrow deposits, another $65,000 would be taken
from county housing authority payments, and $95,000

While these moneys, in part, already exists, the
plan also requires a three-year property tax levy, which
would raise about $3.6 million. This item is giving
some of the commissioners fiscal nightmares.

For any commissioners who balk at shelling out
big bucks for the homeless, we suggest a stroll down
13th Avenue between University and Alder. Look
around. See all the people, sitting on the concrete.
This is just one example of the county's problem.

The board should accept the task force’s pmml.

. The homeless problem re-
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The commissioners need to listen to their constit-
uency. People are chmodn:h:hl something — an
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plan in hand, it's time they got cracking.

The problem will not go away llmpl_{_hlzy ignoring
it, or working on only a small part of it.
be ambitious, but maybe in a few years,

should be

t the board has a

lan may
thugltdtha

| RECOGNIZ

LeCH Wwdlela,

WISTEC donations needed, appreciated

Every once ina while, something comes
along that restores vour faith in people's
generosily

he Willamette Science and Technology

Center, commonly referred to as WISTEC
closed down in August because it didn’t
have enough monev to stay open. Now, be-
cause of donations trom city and county

governments, as well as individuals and lo
cal businesses, the non-profit science muse
um will reopen in February

I'o that we sav bravo

We've talked about WISTEC before
when the center was looking for money to
reopen. We supported them in their efforts
then, and we applaud their results now

I'he list of contributors is long. The Lane
Board of

County Commissioners gave
WISTEC $10.000, pushing the total dona-
tions to over $90,.000. To open its doors
again, WISTEC needed 75 percent of their

$128,000 minimal operating budget. The do

nations, when coupled with projected 1990

revenues, puts the center just over the limit
We're happy the museum will reopen

gaining knowledge should not be closed be-
cause of fiscal concerns.

It's gratifying that the local community
as well as the local governments. realizes
how much WISTEC means to Lhe area
Hopetfully, all the contributions were nol
one-time affairs. The organizations and peo
ple who donated this time should strive to
fnull\l‘ It an |!.|||'||I||1 I'*tf”[

I'he reopening does not get WISTEC out
of the financial maze it's been in for the last
few months. Not vet. The center still needs
about $30,000 to continue to operate. This
money will have to come from sources with
in the community

Besides  the  county  commissioners
WISTEC received money  from  the
Springfield and Eugene City Councils. This
was the first time the museum gol any sort
of money from local government

That it was done is a welcome change ol
direction. If the citv and county are willing
to make donations, mavbe they'll be willing
to subsidize the center

llihl'l

We congratulate those who made the re

country can look at Lane as an example of what Fhere is really no way of calculating just  opening possible. But we also urge them, es
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Our Congress just passed a
bill spending $4 3 bhillion on
the Stealth Bomber, and $3.8
billion on Star Wars when our

enemy s turning more dem
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I'he wall has been broken to
restructure a more sound foun
dation ol hope and economi
stability . President Bush does
not have time to put his feet in

NMalta

sleeves

he needs to roll up his
and
pound swords into plowshares

with Gorbachey

Brad Perkins

FEugene
On DeFazio
Ihe recent article by John
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sesses new El Salvador upris
g (QDE. Nov. 15)
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volvement in El Salvador

in all other issues. for that mat

I sincerely apologize for any

confusion my statements to the
Emerald may have caused

Phillip B. Zerbo

I 'niversily of Oregon-
University of El Salvador
Sister University Project
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