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Springfield forms commission to promote social justice
Battles discrimination, backs activities

By Janis Joseph
Emerald Reporter

In support of a long time need to pro
mote social justice, Springfield 1s form
ing a human rights commission to battle
discrimination and promote educational
and multi-cultural activities, said Judy
Harold. chair of the Human Rights Task
Force

Springfield is seeking applicants for
the 15 open positions on the commis-
sion. So far, three people have applied
but more are expected to apply by the
deadline, Dec. 8, as many people apply
at the last moment, said Mike Mosko-
vitz, Springfield's communication di-
rector.

Appointments to the commission will
be made in late December and the com-
mission will meet soon after, Moskovitz

said

Ihe commission will focus not only
on mediating discrimination problems
but will encourage education and muln
cultural events, Harold said

The initial task force formed in early
March to begin investigating the need
for a Human Rights Commission. Twen
ty-one Springfield residents along with
Mayor Bill Morrisette composed the
group. according 1o a report by the task
force

“We had a true cross section of the
community on the task force.” Harold
said

Springfield has needed a human
rights commission for a long time, but
the idea was never realized because

there was no support behind it in past Human Rights Commission and the Sa
Cily government Harold said lem Houman Rights Comumussion to study
: thear programs organtzation
However Morrisette ‘\I.i'Jn-lTl'll thee
idea of a human rights commission and I'he Springlield commission will be
it was partly through his support that structured completely differently than
the initial task force was tormed, she the Eugene commission. Harold said
said The Springfield commission will be a

The task torce acted as a study group single body in contrast to Eugene’s com

making recommendations to the Spring
field City Council
for such a commission and the type of
COMIMmMIIssion \.\hl! |i \\llllill ln'\.T serve our
community
report

mission which has five separate com

‘i missions
determining a need

However, the intent of the Springhield
Both
stons aim to make pProgress toward so
clal justice and end discrimination, ac
cording to the task force report

COMmIMmission 1s ‘-Illlllull COomimis

“according to the task force

I'he task force met twice a week for
six months prior to the decision to seek
applicants for the commission. The task
force held public hearings and recorded
a lot of testimonies of alleged human
rights violations in Springfield. Harold

said

The mavor and the city council will
choose the commission members for ong
to three vear terms. Applicants will be
chosen based on their experience and
commitment to the concerns of the com
mission and their ability the articulate

The task force met with the Eugene these concerns, Harold said



