Editorial

Ducks’ bowl appearance
was pure salesmanship

Bill Byrne doesn’t sell Hoovers or encvelopedias,
but the Oregon athletic director might be the best sales-
man the Oregon football team ever had

While many might think the Ducks are going to the
Dec. 16 Independence Bowl because they finished 7-4
and led the Pacific-10 Conference in scoring this sea-
son. the truth is Oregon is going to Shreveport, La , be
cause the Duck athletic department invested nearly
$150.000 to be selected by the Independence Bowl
Committee

Granted, Oregon will receive $500.000 for partici-
pating in the bowl game. but the Athletic Department
had to guarantee Independence Bowl officials that i
could sell 14,000 tickets at $25 apiece to be given the
bid over local favorite Kentucky, which finmished its
soason al b5

The most important thing here is not that the ath-
letic department will be lucky to break even on the
bowl game. It is that they are going to a bowl game in
the first piace

The significance of Oregon being in a bowl game
for the first time since 1963 lar outweighs the financial
package attached to the game. In order to build any
semblance of national recognition as head coach Rich
Brooks has been teving to do since 1977, the Ducks had
1o go to a bow!l game

When peaple talk about national powerhouses vear
in and vear oul they refer to those teams that are annu-
ally in o bowl game. An Independence Bowl berth
could be a step to bigger and better things tor the
Ducks

Consider a team hike Washington State. The Cou-
gars plav in Pullman. Wash ., and while Eugene 1sn't a
major media market, do vou think Pullman is? Yet,
Washington State was being considered for o bowl
game again this vear simply because they went to the
Fagle Aloha Howl last season and had a good showing
Bowl incumbency is a very impaortant thing

Fhe fact 1s Byrne shouldn’t have had to sell Oregon
to the Independence Bowl in the first place. Although
the Ducks deserve a bowl game. they should have gone
to the Hirst round of an NCAA football tournament in-
‘-[l'elft

NMany consider football the most important ol all
collegiate sports. but the pational championship has
been decided by the Associated Press J|1|i 2(0) IIHH 14!
erv vear, which became the Fop 25 ;TH“ this season. It
richiculous that the NCAA cannot put 'ni_*.‘,"”li‘l
tootball Py il svstem ik

SIS
some ype of it does {or
basketball, vollevball and baseball

Byrne should be highly commended tor his mastor
ful sales job in getting Oregon o the Independence
Howl. but the NCAA should go to a toatball plavoft for-
mat so athletic directors like Byene don’t have to do

the NCAA's work tor them
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Sports Action should stay away from NBA 7

As the footbhall season comes to a close
and basketball comes roaring in, the contro
versial Sports Action lottery game is looking
to expand from the gridiron to the hard
\\11::11

A foothall lottery game was a good idea;
state colleges needed the monev generated
intercollegiate athletics
athleti

h.p-.i\r'T!m“

by the lottery for
While
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mtercollegiate programs

benefit  from  a lottery

game, the time is not right, and a l1lnlir-

game would just not work

'he appeal of Sports Action during the
foothall season came from the interest of
NEL toothall. One game a week is something
the tans can get excited about, Sports Action
sell was also something new that caused a
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\ithouet i O eriled I

ol Aot 1 STRIA T ! i1 ':u.‘l".lli'_ St
W el by Lisappointing during 1l
first 12 weeks of the game. In fact the gama
had to add two new twists allowing bet
tors to choose only three cames. in addition
to an over-under™ line to help increase
siles

Sales likely would be very small during
an 82-game NBA season when fan interest is
much lower than it is during foothall season
More people would be inclined to bet on a
hansas Citv-San Diego football game than on
a Charlotte-Sacramento basketball game

The proliteration of a basketball lottery
game would hurt itselt rather than help
With an increase in the number of lotter
games, ticket sales will undoubtedlv be verny
stall

AMter only one season, it s too early tog

the state lottery commission to  evaluate
Sports Action for the long haul and decide if
an NBA sports game would generate big
bucks

and ticket interest

Che Sports Actic

waod idea and was definitely needed 1o alle
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| linancial burdens ol the state

bate the
lege athletic departments

But don’t ruin a eood thing by trving
expand i I'he state lottery
awiay from an NBA lottery ganu
and leavi aports \ction for the football bet
tors
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should stay

Letters

Infiltrate

Be ashamed protesters. Just
as Chasing transients from ““our
keeping the CIA
ol our campus does not solve
the problem
on to the next person

comimunity
it only passes it

If corruption and discrimina
Hon are oCCurring, someone, or
a groug
system and clean it up

I'oo tough? Just like i1 was

too tough™ for Martin Luther
king Ir. to lead the civil rights
movement o Gandhi ]lhlllll!q
British op

needs to infiltrate the

his country  from
pression?

then
convichions

died  ton
causes  Are vour

Ihese men

that strong? If so. do something
constructive for a change: il
not, 2t out of my face

Rodney Lavton
Economics

True fans

In response to “Once again™'
(ODE, Nov. 16)
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Gripe, gripe, complain, com
plain even | could do better
visnh, veah, 've heard it o

million times. 'm here to tell
VOu vou e wirong
You say

lem is not the plavers

perhaps the prob
but the
coaching staft Perhaps
Vol Vi Illl\‘-l‘li a  lew |1I|ll|.:‘-
about Rich Brooks. He took a
229 team and turned them into
a Pac-10 contender

he last five vears Brooks is
2828 You do better with the
lack of funding the Umiversity
gives him. Brooks has the ad
miration of Pac-10 coaches and
has been nationally recognized

Fhe plavers are not at tault
either;  they
best they can

have plaved the

I'wo Musgraves
If the
Ducks were tunded by the state
(Oregon athletics are the only
Pac-10 athletics not state-aided)
we could have better tacilities

are too good to be true

and attract a larger diversity of
plavers and teams

Hrooks is getting us there by
making people notice they have
to play Oregon to beat them

It vou disagree with what
I've said. talk to some plavers

Ater all, this is just my humble
Falk to Latin Berey on
NMark Kearns and see what they

apinton

think ol vour opinion

Or it vou like to complain, go
Long Beach St oand
leave the true fans alone | be
leve the plavers and true fans
shouldn’t have to put up with
this slandering ot the coaches

root  tor

and team

Joel Strimling
Fugene

Judiciously

Walking down Agate Street
recently, | !1|I|']H'!lr'1i o witness
at the intersection of 18th and
Agate what appeared to be an
ever more commonplace event
at the University these davs: A
police officer engaged in what
seemed a heated debate with
four students

After the officer was done
with his business, | inquired as
to what happened. Apparently
these guvs started to  walk
across the street while the sig-
nal was flashing red and were

promptly stopped by the oftfices
betore they had walked more
thamn five feet

' cop then quickly issued
vach of the four a citation for
their troubles S160 ftor at

tempted javwalking. each. No
questions askoed
My point s this: Judging

trom the increased hostility and
difticulties stemming between
the police and University stu
dents, s this sort of action ben
eficial to either party? The po
lice should exercise more care
ful judgment in similar inci
dents and base their reactions
in accordance with the severity
of the cases

Had these guvs been hu king

beer bottles through windows
I'd have applauded the cop’s
efforts. Yet 1 feel the punish
ment to these guvs was very
unfair to say the least., and 1I'm
didn't  help  po
lice'student relations a bit. All
it did was further feelings of
anmimosity  toward the police

Surne i

torce

| do feel the police are a vital
and H'lIl'LH-i] |MI| ol our com
munity. | also feel that in
wielding that power they have
a responsibility to use it judi
ciously and in a fair manner

Mark S. Anderson
Sociology
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The Emerald will attempt to print all letters con-
taining comments on topics of interest to the Univer-
sity community. Comments must be factually accu-
rate and refrain from personal attacks on the character

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more
ble, signed and the identification
verified when the letter is sub-
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