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Break ties with dirty
El Salvador regime

The recent guerrilla offensive in El Salvador has
moved the long civil war in that tiny country to a
prominent position at the top of the front page. Bul
before the dramatic news ol
hotel seizures and death squad massacres fades and is
forgotten by the American public, it s time for this
country to reassess its commitment to the brutal regime

The United States pumps $1.5 million a dav to
prop up this country of 6 million people. This level of
support has gone on, not unnoticed but certainly un-
heralded, all through the Reagan decade. The question
must be asked: What has this level of commitment
brought us? What have we gotten for our monev?

Well. since 1980, 70,000 civilians have been killed
in El Salvador, and until we withdraw its support of
the right-wing government responsible for these kill-
ings. we must bear some responsibility in those kill-
ings. We've bought a lot of bloodshed with our dollars.

The money sent to Cristiani, and Duarte before
him, was supposed to keep Marxist influence limited
to Nicaragua and away from Texas, the vulnerable soft
underbelly of the United States. But the rebel offensive
puts the lie to any so-called success the U.S.-backed
counterinsurgency campaign could claim. There's also
reason to believe U.S. support has only lengthened,
not shortened, the unrest. In negotiating a possible
peace plan for the region, the leftists claim to only
want military reforms and the prosecution of govern-
ment officials responsible for the civilian massacre. As
the war drags on. continued atrocities will only
strengthen the leftists’ resolve and determination.
We've bought a lot of insecurity with our dollars.

So why does this country continue to send the

It's not enough that the Bush Administration is
concerned over last week's slaughter of six Jesuit
priests involved with peace talks. Cristiani and his
death squads have committed similar atrocities daily.

It's not enough that Cristiani was elected in a pop-
ular vote. Any leader who jails and kills his country's
dissident citizens is an outlaw leader unworthy of our
support, no matter how he or she got into power.

It's not even enough that the rebels are Marxists
(gasp!) in this hemisphere. Drop the old Cold War rhet-
oric. We're in a new age where it's been shown that
capitalist governments and communist governments

There is absolutely no valid reason for the United
States to continue to prop up this dirty little regime.

Changing colors still leaves plates ugly

Oregon’s new license plates and Tammy
Fave Bakker have a few things in common
ugly, gaudy colors and constant makeovers

On Friday, the state’s Motor Vehicles Di-
vision began selling the newest in a long
line of “new and improved™ license plates
Originally issued in 1988, the new plates
feature a tree 1in the center, framed by wood
ed hills and sky in the background

The biggest problems have been with the
colors. Even Nancy Westman, the Portland
graphic artist who designed the plates, was
disappointed with the colors that were used
tor the picture

On the plate that was first issued, the

tree. was “‘golden.” However, what some
saw as golden others saw as brown and
those who saw brown saw that the tree

Itulkt'li dead

Another hideous part of the plate was
the orange sky, which looked as though it
was filled with smoke Coupled with the
dead tree and the hazy blue hills in the back-
ground. the plates were basically a picture
postcard of a forest fire. Welcome to Oregon

So the colors were changed. Shortly af
ter the plates were issued, the tree went

from crispy. golden brown to green a
sickening shade of lime green. The color of
the skyv went from peach to blue, a good
change. Also pleasant was the hills' shift
from blue to a majestic shade of purple

But even with the improvements, just
how necessary are decorative, picturesque
license plates?

It must be remembered that the intended
purpose of a license plate is identification of
the car to which it is attached. This means
numbers and letters. Not cowboys on buck
ing broncos. Not panoramic sunsets. And
absolutely not day-glo trees and a dirty sky

The State shouldn’t get involved with
aesthetic attachments to personal objects,
because aesthetics is a matter of personal
taste. You're not going to make everybody
happy, and it's a waste of time and tax dol
lars to try here

Fortunately, drivers still have the option
of the basic blue and yellow tags. They were
ordinary, but they did their job. Letters and
numbers didn’t blend in with the back-
ground, and no one had to gripe about sick
ening colors

Letters
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than the other apphcants, not
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Now, three vears later, we
hear that DeFazio has been
heartily promoting further cuts
in the capital gains tax aimed at
throwing salt on the wounds of
the majority of our population
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justice and decency. then he is
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and we should consider with
drawing our support for him
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