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“Can Oregon stand on its wooden leg?

Just how dependent is Oregon on our timber industry? What
are the hidden H'ch/{’r!ff\ UH(!]?U.\ sible alternatives that
accompany a harvest of 8 billion board feet” The

environmentalist viewpoint.

By Christopher Blair
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Student groups enter into ti

By Polly Campbell
Emerald Reporter

The future of the ancient forests has
been a hot issue in the Pacific North-
west for several vears. Now the issue
has caught national attention and Uni-
versity students are educating the pub-
lic and organizing local groups to gain
the support needed to preserve the old
growth timber.

““We know that we cannot win this
issue and save the forests if we keep it
on a regional level so we need to na-
tionalize,”" said Matthew Snider, co-
director of Survival Center, the Uni-
versity's home-base for the nationwide
S'udent Environmental Action Coali-
tion.

“Through Student Environmental
Action Coalition we have been able to
network throughout the country and

than the record 9.6 billion board feet harvested in

been done

bring the issue of the national forests
to the forefront,”” Snider said.

Although the Survival Center is in-
volved with a variety of environmental
issues, specific groups have been es-
tablished to focus on the forest issues.

The Rainforest Action Group is part
of a nationwide effort to preserve the
rain forests of the world, Snider said.

““This group is a network of grass
root organizing groups that exist liter-
ally everywhere in the country.” he
said.

The Opal Creek Defense Coalition is
a group of local citizens and Universi-
ty students who are working together
to save the Opal Creek area of the Wil-
lametie National Forest, Snider said.

Opal Creek, located about 35 miles
east of Salem is in danger of being
clearcut.

Members of the Survival Center also
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conduct hikes into parts of the ancient
forests to educate people about the is-
sue and to show them what is going on
in the forest. Snider said.

“There is always a lot of talking
about forests and the clearcuts, but the
reality is to actually go out into the for-
ests and see what the forests are all
about,” said Trevor Dick. ancient for-
est coordinator for Survival Center.

People find themselves passing from
group to group because the forest is-
sues tend to overlap. said Heidi
Schultz, oceanography coordinator at
the Survival Center,

The organization process is handled
within the groups and from there deci-
sions are made regarding what to do
next and how to bring awareness of
the issue to the people. Schultz said.

“The only way to approach people
is on the educational level.”” Schultz

Turn to Timber, Page 14

mber/environmental fray

said. ''But in the past nobody has real-
ly documented what is really happen-
ing in the environment so now it is im-
portant to go out and make contacts
with people to get the latest informa-
tion."”

By conducting grass roots cam-
paigns people can learn about the is-
sues and have an effect, Dick said.

“We're here to put power back in
the hands of the people,”” Dick said.
“There is power in numbers and that
is the idea of grass roots."”

Because the lands in dispute are na-
tional forests and a national treasure,
the issue relates to everyone, Dick
said.

I think that when people in Maine
write to their congressmen and say
they don't want their national forests
in Oregon destroyed people might lis-
ten,” Snider said.



