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Community

Helpline counsels gays, lesbians

Offering information and support

By Greg Hough
Emerald Contributor

A statewide 'r.v}lhn:u' dan
SWETINE serviuee l;""'; mn i Lgene
has .|'.--:.n;-'|i 2000 calls e
month 1n its first four months

of counseling members of the

gay and leshian communities

It's tatally a hat said Rya
I'hl||l[n director and voluntes
coordinator of the Gav and Les
bian Helpline, which was or
pganized by the Lavender Net
work, a local gav and leshian
Support group

We really are the only Line
in town that a homosexual per
son can call to discuss their
sextility ]'!l:“lh‘- said

We're trving o break down

barners of 1solation in the gay
community, to give people ad
cess 1o ll?'lil

Phallip sabid the H-'I|,-l|l'.l' ol

e has a statt of 25 phone

SECRETS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
FOR SURVIVING THF. CHILL OF WINTER.

In the four generations we've been roast-
ing premium, whole bean coffees, tie Boyd tami
has come across many a winter cottee recipe. S0
And some downright bizarre
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me quite good

For instance, one ancient Finnish recipe calls tor adding a

strip of fish skin to your coftee atter brewing. Ye

Brazil, directs vou to pour strong, black cottee
nto a cup packed with brown sugar

But, no matter what recipe vou happen to
enjoy this winter, there’s no finer coftee to make
it with than our Red Wagon Gourmet Cottee
I'he very finest of the world’s prize coffee beans,
hand-chosen by the Boyd tamily ot experts
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workers and 10 other volun
teers, Either one or two p-'h}l}l-
are answering phones during
the which are 4
p.m. to 8 a.m. every day

I'he line was opened in July

hine's hours

after receiving a matching grant
of $6.000 from the Chicago Re
which Phillips

source Center

said is “sort of a gay and lesh
in United Way

I'he grant helps pav for an
HOO number that the HI'!|\|:II"
offers statewide [!||;~- i Spe tal
ervice which allows deal e
ple o communicate with
H-'i|l.II|l
I'elecommumications Device lor
the

other ||!‘]|1[!:n' services will re

volunteers through a

Deal machine. These and
quire ongoing fundraising a
tivities, Phillips said

Phillips said that

110 men

called Hl'“l]lrn' number
(GH3-2428) in October, twice
the number of women who
called. Overall, she said. about
one-fourth Mo e have
-.illl’l!

Phone volunteers work any
of three shifts during Helpline
hours, Phillips said. The major

ity of calls come between 4
pome and 10 pom she added
Clne ol the most commaon 1s
suees that callers discuss with
sl I the E"";":' m ol
L Tniversity en Micha
Peeler, who is co-director of the
(ST il Lasshian \lliance
(GALA Ol Campus wirks
three Lo six hours 4 week as a
Helpline phone volunteer
Peeler said that during his

first shift in  September I
thought I'd only work

But the phone wouldn't

three
}:Inlul\
stop ringing, and [ ended up
being there seven hours

Peeler, who is an English ma
jor. said he's talked with callers
about a4 wide array of 1ssues

from locating the local gav bar
with who
won't accept a teenager's ho

o dealing parents
mosexuality

Cne said he'd broken
up with his ex-lover and was
real  de
[\-inlLl'

2

just  sitting around

|rll"\-l‘(i |'1'|'|l'l m!Hi
with him about an hour-and-a
half, to where the

conversation started to ll},;hlr-n

the point
1i|:.|}r|l A

Peeler said he's NFIIIL\I‘II to
several l.i“f‘h who were con
sidering suicide

“I've heard they told thei
mothers theyv're gay and their
talking to
“Or that
their roommate wants to kill
them Or that because thev're
in the closet they have to sneak

aren't
Peeler

mothers

them, said

around and have sleazy sex
It 1 don't feel good about
where the caller is headed, 'l

stav on the line as long as |
Can Peeler sard. ""We actively
participate in listening to th
caller, making sure we know

they know exactly where thei

situation is and what they can
do. |1 iree that most peo
1 1 2 1 1 il
|
i
L | tisk
L] |:|
it n t | i
un §18T i
1 the Hi 0
I"vi ritt to all tl i
tions Phillips said HBut as
far as | can tell, not one has run
the PSA. We've had to rely on
flvers. stickers. referrals, any
”III]'..'_ we can o get the word
oul
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