Editorial

The travesty

to play in a bowl game

Svracuses of the country.

on the East Coast.

of the year:

Ducks are denied bowl!

The saddest part of the 1989 Oregon foothall sea-
son was not an 18-17 loss to Stanford
ing a 43-14 lead at Brigham Young to lose 45-41

I'he saddest part of the season for the Ducks is real-
izing even though they can play with just about any-
body in the country, they probably will not be invited

It was not blow-

After holding off Oregon State for a 30-21 win on
Saturday. Oregon finished its most successful season
since 1964 with a 7-4 record
good enough to warrant an invitation to play during
the holiday season. But a 7-4 record for the Ducks is
like a 5-6 record for the Penn States, Ohio States and

A 7-4 record should be

You see, there are some things those bow! selec-
tion people look for when choosing a team to play in a
bowl. Does the team play in a major media market? No,
Oregon does not. Is this a team that people on the East
Coast would turn on their television sets to watch for
three hours? No, because the Ducks have no exposure

You might wonder what type of exposure Oregon
would need to be attractive to the bowl people. They

have a quarterback in Bill Musgrave who threw for
more touchdowns and more vards this season than
such NFL stars as Dan Fouts and Chris Miller.

What about the rest? Well, the Ducks have a de-
fense that is one of the best in the country and have

and Chris Oldham.
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lowa lost 44-6 to the Ducks.

This is a team that tied Oregon State and lost 27-7
to the Ducks when they let Derek Loville run over them
like Sherman marching through the South

o Syracuse: This 1s a team who at 6-3 would be
veery lucky to end up 7-4 or 6-4-1, but will likely end
Still, they're a more altractive team than the
Ducks. according to the experts.

e [ndiana, Minnesota and lowa: At the moment all
three of these Big Ten schools are under consideration.
None of these teams can finish better than 6-5.

some exciting plavers in David Cusano, Peter Brantley

So instead of taking one of the better teams in the
country to the Freedom Bowl, John Hancock Bowl or
Copper Bowl, the bowl know-it-alls will select a few
other teams with worse records and worse teams than
Oregon’s. Such possibilities include:

e Arizona State: This is a hard one for Duck tans to
stomach. The Sun Devils are 6-3-1, a very deceiving re
If Arizona State loses to Arizona they probably
won't go to a bowl. But if they do go. it will be a trav-

and

Yes, the Ducks deserve a bowl bid before any of
these teams. But better yet, let's abolish the current
svstem and come up with a playoff system like the

L.

“You'll be happy to know I'm not taking any more campaign contributions from

Lincoln Savings and Loan....

Here, have a toaster.”

Umbrella ban should be better publicized
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We've thought long and hard about this
one. Both sides of the issue have good argu
ments. Nobody likes having water dumped

down his back by the umbrella-wielding 1d
1ot behind him, but wants Lo sit in
the rain to watch a tootball game. Getting
drenched takes all the fun out of going to the
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Why couldn't the athletic department
have consulted some of the fans? The deo

ston wias borne out of |1|i|1[||41:11‘. by some
fans but, to our knowledge the athletic de
partment made no move to get widespread
fan opinion. They should have

This is probably a dead issue. but the
next time the athletic department has anoth

NCAA uses for basketball. stadium in the first place er decision to make of similar nature, they
Eugene residents live with the tact of Lite  should consult the fans first
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