Editorial

End CIA hiring "til
agency hires fairly

Every November, there's a certain charge in the air
as students get worked up. 1t's not the Civil War game
with OSU — it's CIA recruitment time

Students disgusted with terrorist tactics the CIA
uses around the globe decide to interrupt interviews
the agency schedules. It happens every vear, and vou
wonder why the CIA bothers coming around anvinore

I'his vear, after recruiter Thomas Culhane gave up
and left, two students were arrested. One, a minor, has
been released. but the University is pursuing charges
against the other. philosophy junior Tim Hughes

Fhe CIA's annual coming also touches off a storm
o' debate. Some see the CIA as providing a form of na
tional security. an important service. They're nol both
ered by the CIA s acts. Shouldn™t a government agency
with a necessary mission be allowed to function here
on state-ovwned land?

Perhaps looking for legal means to keep the agency
al bav. protestery are ing reasingly becoming critical of
the CIA's discriminatory hiring practices. The CIA.
like the military and other government agencies. does
not lire gavs or lesbians and has a poor alfirmative ac
tion track record

Discrimination would be the least of the com
plaints about the CIA. But the matter does bear sume
thought Regardless of the so-called federal allowances
for discriminatory hiring by government agencies, we
cannot support the University's allowing any employer
to hire on campus and knowingly discriminate. It goes
against the University's mission. The CIA should not
be allowed to recruit until it cleans up its hiring act

You'd think Universityv Pres. Myles Brand, a sell-
proclaimed affirmative action champion. would agree
Sadly I'he decision to pursue tres-
passing charges against Hughes (who was in the EMU
when arrested) doesn 't sit well with us. It appears to be
another example of Brand's determination to quell stu-
dent activism he finds objectionable, such as the Octo-
ber science « IIHIllIl'\ dedication protests

Now. let's take a teip to Famtasvliand briefly We'll
assume the CIA has cleaned up its act slightlv. I
now has an active alfirmative action program and re-
cruits gavs. lesbians. bisexuals, women and people ol
color Yet it still engages in terrible human crimes
around the globe. Should our dream CIA be allowed o
recruit on campus?

Sadly. our answer to this hypothetical must be yes
There are students of a conservative stripe who might
desire a chance to contact the agency. They should
have the opportunity they'd have with any other po-
tential emplover.

At that stage. politics shouldn™t interfere with the
hiring process. People could still protest CIA activities,
but recruiting would have to be allowed. For protesters
to continue disrupting our remodeled agency's hiving
would be a double standard: Thev would want the CIA
to hire fairlv. but once the CIA's agreeable. they'd not
allow it do so

And at that point. disrupting CIA recruiting would
be the waste of an opportunity. Any change in the
CIA's methodology is probably going to have to come
trom the inside, not from outside pressure. Education
of CIA crimes in the form of protests might lead to peo-
ple joining the agency to put a stop to those crimes
Remember now, this is all a dream

We doubt the CIA will come around to our think
g anvhbime soon. But until it agrees 1o recront under

he appears nol to

these conditions. it should not be allowed to recruit
here at all
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“I'M BEGINNING TO UNDERSTAND LY THIS BREED IS BECOMING EXTINCT.

University should put bike lanes on 13th

Ihe fimishing touches are finally being
put on the new science buildings, but a leg
iy of what thev brought the University will

Before construction began, the section ol
Fast 13th Avenue between Agate and Lni-
versity Streets was a two-wayv  street But
with all the heavy equipment and vichicles
build the facilities, the University
1o g one-way streaet
the Unmiversity Transpor

needd 1o
froened

'his 1 uesday
tation Subcommittee recommended to Vice
President for Administration Dan Williams
that the University keep East 13th a one-way
street, and create two-way bike paths

The proposal calls for two bike lanes to
be constructed between Agate and Universi
tv Street, one on each side of the road. A
center island would separate parked cars
from the bicvclists

In addition, the plan would involve the
section of street between  University and
Kincaid, which is closed to cars but still has
heavy pedestrian and bike traffic. Two sev-
en-toot-wide bike lanes would be |m|11|l'tl mn
the middle of the road. Crosswalks for pe-
destrians would be made at regular inter-
vals. Both plans are similar to bike lanes
around Eugene

Williams and the rest of the University
administration should accept this proposal
The section of East 13th in question is an i
cident waiting to happen. Bicyclists and pe
destrians mingle freelv in the middle of the
street trving to avoid each other and the o
casional passing car.

The University has a large amount ol
bike traffic. Bike lanes would separate oy
clists, pedestrians and drivers and drastical
ly reduce the risk of an accident

But as a subcommittee said, this propo
al would not end the bike-pedestrian prob
lem. University officials know they need to
do something more. and. to their credit
thev've started the process. The University
Planning Office recently has installed many
new bike racks, and students are beginning
to use them

All the subcommittee members said the
13th Avenue plan would not eliminate the
cyelist problem. On this we wholeheartedly
agree.

The bicycle traffic problem is not going
to go away overnight; University offices
need to get involved, make suggestions, and
think things out. But the East 13th bike
lanes are a good idea. It is just a step
though. More needs to be done.
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The Oregon Datly Emerald welcomes conmmentaries
from the public concerning topics of interest to the
Liniversity communily

Commentaries should be between 750 and 1,000
words. legible and signed. and the dentitication of
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erald reserves the right to edit for grammar, style and
length il necessary

Commentaries will be published as space and
time permit. Because of these limitations. the Emer-
ald’s commentary space cannot be used as a forum for
debate and response between individuals or for mat-
ters that are better dealt with in the letters section
Writers may only submit one commentary a month.

Page 2

Fhe majority of Americans

who ftavor privacy and choice

on the question of abortion are
tinallv asserting their views

But 1t s crtical that peopls
wh T t e loundation
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Cieorge Bush remains torn be

Iween the right wing, among
them his Chiet of Staft John
Sununu and Dan Quavle, and
the voting majority which is
moving leftward and demand
ing responsible action on prob
lems of the environment, con
stitutional protection and edu
cation

But the hard right dominates
the White House. Anti-abortion
forces have compelled Bush 1o
veto LS. funding for the Unit

ed  Nations  family - planning

fective effort to control the pop
ulation "\Illil‘-lllll Crisis

I'his is a major defeat for en
vironmental protection and of
lorts to achieve Peace and eco
jstice. The right has
ilso ended federal support for

oM

fetal tissu research some  of

' 1 misine

the most promising research for
Fng some serous nh\-r'.ur-\

ind th nt

wing continues to
rh to stop the teaching of hi

ology in pubbc schools by de
manding that Bible stories be
taught anstead of the lounda
'|||:-|Ir!|1'|||-|1 evolution

Americans must realize that
the anti-choice offensive is but
one arm of the fundamental
Christian oo topus

Tom Ribe
Student

In response to Kelly John
son's letter “Take a stand
(O, Nov. b)

If the Earth and its inhab
tants are to have a luture

must realize our responsiy
ties 1o our fellow man, evel
he or she is homeless. John
should come to terms with
tact that the

vard'" attitude i1s an obstack

ust-not-in-i

the way of social justice

Getting the homeless out
sight may perpetuate your sub
urban fantasy. but it will not
salve the lll‘t'lll\ rooted |III']'
lems we all must face

Kirk Rinaldi
Student

ted.

length or style.

Letters Policy

_Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
250 “"?"ds- legible, signed and the identification of
the writer must be verified when the letter is submit-

The Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for

—_—

Friday, November 17, 19849



