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By Myles Brand

t]llf' common r!llllll‘ waowven
through manv of our history
America  has
thrived as a nation of imm
grants. No informed person can

ll'\.‘.llt]‘\ is that

—Commentary

deny the contnibution of imm
grants and the descendants of
immigrants to American cul
ture and society

Thus. it is all the more ironi
to realize that, contrary Lo some
popular thinking, many mmi
grants have not been warmly
welcomed

There is a strain of hostility
and intolerance that runs deep
in American society which can
not be overlooked American
Indians, almost from the arrival
of white people. were systemat
ically exterminated, and then
those few who remained were
confined to reservations

The Chinese, Japanese and
Jews tleeing Nazi Europe were
all denied admission to our
country And ot course, we
cannol '{Illl,.:l'l the bitter story of
the Africans who came soon af
ter the Pilgrims, unwilling and
angry, captives on the slave
ships. The great story ol the
United States cannot be told
without these unpleasant chap

lirrs

We are currently experient
g a new wave of immigralbion

Russians in New York: Nica
raguans in Miami: Hmong n
Sealtle and Portland; Vietnam
esee 1 Texas and Oregon
aver 600,000 new Amerncans
per vear. according to one esti
mate This rate s almost as
high as that of the period b
tween 19001910

As in the past, many, inclod
ing  our neighbors in Latin
America. must fight a hard bat
tle to convince the government
that the United States should
apen s doors to them

Al around us we see many
different people of various heri
tages. We abound in diversily
I'he once-favored theory of the

melting  pot th mage  of
Vvmertcans botled down o om
happv and satistving hrew. no
longer 'I'i‘i"" i Fllltllll:
never did. There are many dit
ferent Americans who have all

rade a4 unig t

\m- rican culture

Some observers now describy

the United States as a "'svm
phony with many distinct

and  easily  wdentified  instru
ments performing in harmonmy
It is true, that if the United
States 1s to successtully tace the
social and economic challenges
of the late twentieth century

we must all work together

But equally true is that to
often the American symphony
is out of key, Racism and other
negative attitudes and  stervo
tvpes continue to confound re
lations in this country

Our own state. in particolar
has an ambivalent history. In
the mid-nineteenth century. it
al for a Black person to

Hawai

was illeg
take up I!'\llltlill here
ians were forced to leave, and
Chinese  were  loudly  con
demned American
succumbed  to st
then to federal troops

Indans
l1|‘\|'."l|-

More recently, in Portland, o
city otherwise known to b o
a Black man was mur
dered by white hoodlums be

Rressive

cause his skin was the wrong
color. We dare not cast stones
al the
Bensonhurst  section of  New
York City when the problem s
a lot closer than that

il!'l]i‘il‘ 0 thee

Ihere is a part for all to play

II'L',-IH“I"\‘\ of race, gender, eth
nicity, sexual orentation, age
or phvsical ability. All mem
bers of our society must receive
the respect, the opportunity
and the education to reach their
full potential, to accomplish
their goals. and to contribute to

the well-being of this country

We in higher education can
not sit idly by and expect socie

tv  to  magically  transtorm
Equal  opportunity 15 nol
enough. Mere exhortations to
respect diversity dre not

enough, We must act aggres
sively. That is affirmative ac
fion

| an jl!l'.l'.n'\! o ber at a uni

versity with  a  historically
strong computment o woren
md minornties. \Women were in
the Ulniversityv's first graduat

class ind during World
War I we tried to stand with at
lerast o1 Japanese-Amerncan
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Equal opportumty |s not enough

it
'
| i ma 1 i

] e il 'Irllill:.:f'. et
place here thanks o ou il
Lirmative action ‘-u-f v 1 mn
name a few ol our sucoess
Fhe Othice of Admissions otter
tuittion waivers o atiract mainor

ity students. The Oftice ol Stu

tlirnit \bairs the CM b ol
Multiwcultural Aftairs, and Aca
demic Learnimg Service il of
ter programs to help make thy
L Iniversily b responsive sty
tion

We have o tormal plan
make this campus weessible to
the disabled, and as state funds
become avatlable, we are sel L
make the necessary  improvi
ments. The tuaddent neluct
code s explu itly worded o
hl1|l||i \1'|'-.|! 0 |,-]=',-.|-' || }|.-
rassiment or assault

here is a great deal more to
be done, howevier. Wi el Ly
ratain more of our minority stu
dents. We need to inerease th
total number of women adnn
istrators and taculty Our n
cord for hiring Black, Hispani
American  Indian ind  Asian
P lty il v iinistraton
unacceptable We also need to
hire more women and minao
ities in classibied and managy
ment service position

Ahirmative action s & mora
issue s sunply wrong to dis
cotint o sorn [H'll}r'! s and sonm
nations For those of us n
|'1|L{|l!'l edducation hiowever a

strong affirmative action policy
Is also \‘,nlll{ edducation ]H-lll \
Ihe students of thas
know this better than any ad
mnistrator

L T naversity

Lesarning does not
stop in the classroom. It hap
pens in the dorm, i the locked
rooan, and over at the EMI
Students

dents

learn from other stu

Ihis Upiversity  must make
the tull  effort
bring together the most diverse
students possible 1o
ki ir.||::.n-.:u-|||||h te In this

theretore L
group ol

way. the Upmiversity will be a

microcosm ol the best oin thy

real world Our students
aradiuali Wiser  lor Knowing
Ll o better world rworld
vithout barriers can be real
iziod N ’ Ore 1y

Cranberry Sauces

Natural or Jellled Sauce

i 91.79

also from Knudsen's ...
Sparkling
Juices

A festive, non-alchoholic bever age
Grape, Cherry, Strawberry,
Cranberry of Tangerine
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KeYSTON
CArE

Eugene's westside neighborhood cafe, fea-
turing home baked breads and desserls
Mexican, vegetarian, and meal entrees
Good food at a reasonable price

Weekend Dinner Special—
Friday & Saturday

EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA,
green salad, garlicbread ...............ccccooeivinnnnnnn. $4.95

W 5th at Lawrence

Organic Choice

wn 91.79

/am to 9 pm. daily
Breakfast til 2 p.m
-
Wheatiand

Organic Pastry
Flour

23€

Local Spring
Nectar Honey

reg. 89¢/Ib 75¢

Echo Springs
7 Whipping Cream

w1350 OFC

Natural Food Store
Margarine

reg. I65/b$] 25
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Date Pieces

Gr

Golden Temple

“By the way, we're playing cards with the Millers
tonight . . . And Edna says if you promise not to use
your X-ray vision, Warren promises not to bring
his Kryptonite.”

Oregon Daily Emerald

Golden Granola

reg.1.59/Ib $ ] .29

Al prces Qoo T ough NovermDed of while s 00kes O3

o 2 92.59

reg. 10.69/1b $8 99

Sundance Natural Foods 24rtu & HiLYARD OpeEN 8AM - 11rPM

Vanilla Extract

343-9142
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