Editorial

Successor must confront
growing education crisis

Verne Duncan, the state superintendent of public
education, steps down from office this week, assuming
i new post as the dean of education at the University of
Partland

Duncan. who has held the job for 15 vears. has
drawn much criticism for the budgetary problems Fac-
ing the elementary and secondary schools in the state
which has caused many schoaols 1o fall into the safety
net, providing back-up hinancial relief

Fhrough it all though, Duncan has done a good job
trving to provide the best school system possible ton
the state’s children

Duncan., if nothing else, cares about students. He
spends half of his time going around the state and see
ing what can be done to improve education in the
state. His push for educational reform and higher grad
uation requirements came al a time when they were

sorely needed

He will be best remembered for his push to tund
schools through the controversial sales tax initiative
trving to get away from funding schools through prop-
erty taxes  Although the results weren't successful,
they were right on track

The likely successor to Duncan is former secretary
of state Norma Paulus who launched a state gubernato-
rial bid opposite Neil Goldschmidt in 1986 Gold-
schmidt will appoint someone to take Duncan’s post
soon, but whoever it is will likely face a challenge
from Paulus in the 1990 election.

Despite whoever takes over for Duncan, they will
face growing problems in education that need to be
looked at, dealt with and solved.

The biggest problem, as earlier stated, is financing
the public school system. Quality means quantity, and
to provide a quality education. the school systems
must have the money to spend and develop a child’s
education.

The school systems also must come up with strict-
er graduation requirements to make for a better educa-
tion. Too often the schools are turning out students
who cannot master reading a simple book or having
the math skills to balance a checkbook.

The growing education crisis that has hit the entire
nation is unfortunately alive and well in Oregon. It's
not Verne Duncan's fault. He did what he could. The
fault lies with the state legislature and the voters. They
are the ones who should be held accountable for their
actions.

Despite where the fault lies, it is the job of the new
state superintendent of public education to do some-
thing to solve the worsening education crisis.
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e Nov. 1: Three sailors are swept trom the

deck of the atrcraft carrier Eisenhower One

1111-\
e Nov. 1: A fire on the oiler ship Mononga
hela injures nine crew men
e Nov. 9: A Navy jel crashes into an aparl
ment complex in Atlanta. The pilot manages
to eject, but two die on the ground
e Saturday: Navy jets mistakenly bomb a
campsite in California. The six campers are
uninjured but thoroughly surprised
e Sunday: The destrover Kinkaid collides
with a tanker near Singapore. One sailor
dies, four are injured
e Tuesdayv: An F-14 fighter jet crashes oft
keyv West, Fla. The crew is rescued, but the
fighter sinks and is lost
® Also Tuesday: A fire on the ship Inchon
injures 41

Add to this the 10 killed since Oct. 7,
and 47 Killed on the battleship Iowa when
their turret exploded in April, and the Nawy
looks less like an adventure and more like a
bad action flick literally every day. This
prompted the Navy on Tuesdayv to shut
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Navy becomes more than an adventure

down normal operations on land and in th

air and sea three davs, an unprecedented
satety stand down”

Will this accomplish much? Hopefully
But it will no doubt be too much to hope for
to expect the Navy to eliminate accidents
such as the ones indicated above. In fact
hoping for a major improvement in the acci
dent record would also be unwise

Although Navv accidents have so far
claimed 102 lives. it should be remembered
that 67 accidents have happened so far this
vear, two less than 1988's record low of 69
mishaps, in which 63 fatalities occurred

The bottom line: accidents happen. Na-
vial training and operations take place in
some of the harshest conditions on earth
thousands of feet in the air and undir the
sea. It is extremely hazardous to operate to-
day’s state-of-the-art ships. and to fly ad-
vanced fighter aircraft (much less land them
on the heaving slab of an aircraft carrier)

While we hope the Navy locks down
some of the admittedly befuddling problems
that have been plaguing it this vear, it is im-
portant to remember that the armed forces
are not the slick, rock n' roll camping trips
they claim to be on their commercials
Thev're hazardous as hell
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Once again

Onee
again alter nine weeks of ago
mizing Oregon football. The "89
Ducks have had more ups and
downs than the space shuttle

he Ducks are loaded with
some of the best athletes in the
Pac-10, including the best set
of offensive skill plavers in the
league, and a detense led by
Dave Cusano and pre-season
All-American  Chris Oldham
which is ranked third in the
l--.l_\;u-'

Despite this, the Ducks are
-4, with three of those losses
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coming in games in which the
Ducks had legitimate opportu
nities to win. Perhaps the prob
lem is not the plavers. but the
coaching statt

Now, let us throw some num
bers at vou: 58-81-4. And that's
not  todav's winning lottery
number, it's the win-loss re
cord of coach Rich Brooks, now
in his 13th season at Oregon

Mavbe the programs should
mitke changes in  the
coaching staff. After all

SO0ne
13 sea

Page 2

to take talented plavers and
turn them into a winning pro
gram [(at least 7 or 8 wins in
Ihis is something

that Ceach Brooks has never

one sedson)

done at ( ]Il'_\;lrn
We believe the |It.!\|'r\. the
fans and the University deserve

maore

Tony Robinson
Jason Kremidas
Anthony Parker
Fugene

Farewell

With the death of Viadimir
Horowitz, humanity lost one ot
its brightest lights. Horowitz
and the music he created repre
sented that part of human na
ture which aspires to things
high and beautiful. He was the
very expression of a vanishing
\\1!!'I||

Whoever created humankind
also created a love of beauty in
our hearts. This love of beauty
has been overmastered by the
shadow of fear and greed. One
might look at the hatred. the

tion of our planet, and con
clude humanity is wretched
and fully deserving of the ex
tinction that threatens

Yetl listen to Horowitz's mu
sic and the pride in my human
ity stirs. 1 am able to stand tall
knowing | am part of the same
civilization as this great and
gentle man. And in his music, |
feel the shadow of regret for my
people. who in their fear of
darkness turn awav from beau
ty and light

Farewell Viadimir, and bra
Vo

Jeft Bernhardt
Law

Nicer and safer

In response to take a stand
[ODE, Nov. 8)

It occurs to not only myselt,
but also many other students of
this University, that the tran-
sient problem has been quite
prevalent on this campus for
quite some time

However. | think it is very
shallow minded for one to

think this problem will simply Why not use vour

go away il ignored. Millions of
people are homeless in Amen
ca. | find this abhorrent when
this country is the wealthiest
nation in the world

I too am afraid to walk at
night by my self because of the
abundancy ol transients and
odd balls loitering on campus
However, ignoring the fact that
these people are homeless will
not solve anvthing

Most students that attend this
school spend approximately be
tween six and ten  thousand
dollars a vear. One should real
lv be ashamed of themselves if
they are above pitying a person
less fortunate then themselves
when they are fortunate enough
to even have come this far

gence and education to help
those less fortunate than vour
self” Why not do something
productive? Giving them mon
ev is not the answer, you're
right, but give them some kind
of opportunity to better them
selves after all, they are hu
mans too, and whatever there
circumstances may have been
that create there unfortunate
lifestyle, we should always be
thankful for what we have been
given, or what we have made
ourselves

It's time to make all of Amer-
ica "'a nicer and safer place to
be

Grace Wilson |r.
Student
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