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Monday In-Depth_ 

Drugs C ontinucd from P.igf 1 

mnn- people who .ire against le 

gnliznlion lake the idea serious 

h instead ol quit kl\ dismissing 
ll 

rhomas ( ailfin. a superv isor\ 

I S attorney in Kwgene is one 

of the people who dismisses it 
He believes legalization argil 
merits are misguided and lac k 
siihslani e hut lie admits the 
idea has some appeal in ( Ire 

Ron 
I 'nfortunatelv there is a 

signifir ant number ol people in 

Oregon who fervently believe 

drugs ought to be legalized,'' 
Coffin said "They're a minor- 
ity hut they re very vm al and 
yy ill he even more so ill the 

orning months 
Wreak havor on six ietv 

I .eg, di/at ion advocates argue 
the soi ietal costs of enfori ing 
drug layvs are much greater 
than tin- dangers presented by 
the drugs themselves 

To prove their point they of 
ler statistii s like these The ()r 
egon Department of Human He 
sources reports th.it of the 4 il 

(Iregonians who died as the di 
re< t result of using alcohol and 
drugs in 1087. only 1 i were di 
rei tlv nosed by cm nine and 1 
yy.is caused by methamphel 
amines 

In mi list' was marijuana list 
it as a ( aust' of (loath, although 

its use was mentioned tu it i> 

Hut lain Mahon. Direi tor ol 
till! Oregon Citizens Alliance 
said that drills (.an "wreak 
havoc upon so( ietv" without 
resulting in the deaths ol those 
w ho use them 

\dvocates and critii s gener 
ally agree drug use would in 

crease il legalized Wh.it v\or 

lies Coffin is the possibility ol 

ail int riMsr ill \ iolent ( limes 

ommitted In people under the 
influent e of drills 

He .iImi maintains smuggling 
w mild mil mile 

"I hdess \oii re willing to 

give up any and .ill drugs to 
anyone that wants them, you're 
still going to have a hlai k mar 

kel." (loffin said. "I don’t tin 

derstand what these people feel 
they're going to accomplish hv 

legalizing it unless they’re will 
ing to do I It.it 

No easy political division 
So w ho are the tew ( ailing 

for legalization? 
"Intellectuals on the liberal 

side basicalh think we should 
be allowed to do anything we 

want no matter how destructive 
it is." Mahon said. National 
drug ( zar William Dennett pub 
1 icily has accused "liberal 
elites" of Inn ing a similar atti 
tilde 

Mahon said while some toil 

servatives also support t lit* 
idea, he does not 

Kdvvard Weeks an assoi iate 
professor ol publii pnlii v .it the 
Ihiiversitv, points to the con 

sensitive philosophy behind le 

gali/.ation arguments 
The conservative position is 

to sa\ that the role ol govern 
ment in the lives ol individuals 
should he al a minimum." he 
said. "Legalization is verv 

much a onservative argu 
ment 

The advoi ales come from 
both sides ot the ideologii al 
lent e I'liev ini lode such prom 
inenl onserv atives as ei 0110 

mist Milton I iedman and lor 
met Secretary ol State (ieorge 

furn to Drugs, Page 7 
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A NON-MEDIA POINT OF VTF\M 

TUESDAY 
NOV 14, 7:00 p.m. 

EMI' Fir room 

UO 

Speaker 
Dr. Muzammal Siddiqi 

Graduated from Harvard University in Comparative re 

ligion Currently he is the chairman ot the Islamic Soei 
etv ot Orange County, California. He is also a profes- 
sor ot Islamic studies at the University of California, 
Fullerton. 
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