
Editorial 

School should guard 
student's civil rights 

By now, we all know uboul the drug war. We all 
know about the physical harm drills can cause, and we 

all know about the violence inherent in the drug trade. 
And we all know about President Bush's plan. 
While drugs are a problem in our society, we need 

to make sure one ol the casualties in the war isn't our 

civil liberties. 
Case in point: the Kugene School District suspend- 

ing <i student lor alleged gang-related activity. 
School distrii t offic ials do have a strong c ase 

against the student, lie is an admitted member ol the 
"Bloods" gang, and was allegedly involved in a Poll- 

land drive by shooting 
lefterson High Sc hool in Portland threw him out. 

Police officials c (insider him dangerous. He apparently 
does nothing to cover up his gang ties. 

The student enrolled on Oc t L'll He went to class- 
es the follow ing Monday Two days later, he was sus- 

pended 
So lai reviews ol the school district’s move have 

been mixed Anti-gang organizations have praised the 
ac lion, .tiling it part of a tough stand against gang vio- 

lence Civil liberties gioiips. such as the ACI.I1. have 

expressed t one ern 

District administrators said the student was not 

suspended for anything he did at South Kugene High 
School. Instead, they claimed his presence and gang- 
related clothing constituted .1 threat to the safety and 
health of other students 

In this instance, the school district might be light 
But what about the next time' This case establishes a 

dangerous precedent, and we’re worried about wheth- 
er due prnc ess was served 

We recognize that tact school district officials are 

c luugecl with prolec ting the safety of the student body, 
but we also know its the law that every student has a 

right to an educ ation It is quite possible the right has 
been denied in this case 

Kugene Sc bool District needs to tread soil ly in civil 

rights cases The rights of the individual must not be 

swept away in a wave of anti-gang hysteria Punishing 
somebocb lor the clothes they wear is w rung. 

People should not be judged for then prior rec ords 
No mallei what the offenses, or alleged 1 rimes, the stu- 
dent should not have been suspended w ithout the ben- 
efit ol at least a heal mg 

The student should be reinstated, and have a tail 
public healing in front ol district board members as 

soon as possible If he is found gcnlu. line Suspend 
him. But don't presume lie's guilts, and make him 

prove his innocence 
Ihe (.'(institution guarantees the light to due pro- 

cess The Kugene Sc hool District should not infringe 
that light 
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Science museum's future is in the stars 
Tin* level of si ii'iilifii inti*n*sl in Kugene 

is prftt\ small as it is. and it simmiis likely it 

will get even smaller sunn 

Tilt' Willamette Si iimi i' and Tim hnolngv 
Center plans to periuanentK lost' its doors 
it limy don't raise $58.(Hit) li\ their self-im- 
post'd dead I inn of Nov _’<) Tin* si icm t* mu- 

si'iiin has hi'im losed sini c August of this 
vu.ir. after it failed to raise the money it 
needed from the "Wish Upon a Star for 
W I STM!" fund drive 

WISlT'.t' has been in operation for JO 
vnars at various locations in tin* ilv Ac- 

ording to an employee. the museum has al- 
wavs struggled tin.uu dally. due to lack of 
binding from the < ilv and i ommunitv dona- 
tions In i ontiast a si iciH <■ museum in Port- 
land receives 50 pore enl of its funding from 
the ( 11 v 

U tide the i it\ ol Fugene did i ontribute 
Sin.000 to \\ IS I I I m August tor stall tinn 1 
ing. in the past it hasn't aided the museum 
fiiiani i.ilK This I.ii k ol it\ support ma\ lie 
because UlSTFt hasn't appro.u lied the cit\ 
tor regular assistance W hatever the cause, 

however, it seems that now is a i.rui nil time 
* for the 11\ to step in and save the museum 

from going under. 

WISTKC is asking for pledges from citi- 
zens. not for instant money. Tliev would be 

hupps it people promise to pay a certain 
amount, even it tliev can't pav until the mid- 
dle of next year. That way the pledgers 
wouldn't he throwing away money into an 

endeavor that mav tail. Sounds lair. 

The imminent closure of our only s< i- 

eni e museum exemplifies the tac t th.it nei- 
tiiei the i ity government nor the conununitv 
seems to are enough about our scientitii fu- 
ture 

However, the financial troubles ot 

WISTKC cannot .ill be blamed on city apa- 
thy The museum is stuck in a remote corner 

ot the city, away from main streets. To com- 

pound the problem, W1STKC hasn't publi- 
i ized itself and its location to the fullest ex- 

tent 

So there isn't just one wrong ingredient 
in the WISI KC formula. The science muse- 

um has become a concoction ot misiah illa- 
tion and wrong ingredients lake any si ien- 
tifii experiment, too many careless errors 

and apathetic participants will produce 1111 

sur e essful results. 

_Letters 
No CIA 

Professor Bill l.ov, who 
teaches aerial photographic in- 
terpretation .it the Universilv. 
on ()i t 25 invited his students 
to .1 meeting with ti "represen 
lative nt <1 federal agem v" to 

speak on job opportunities 
bight students went to this 

meeting m 10t> Condon Hall to 
find "uni lassified" CIA maps 
ol Contra! Amenta and the So 
viet I nion posted on the wall 
The representative gave Ills li 
tie as CIA Uiret tor of Informa 
lion Resume es, hut failed to 

give his name 

t he ( I A has ondui ted d 
legal operations international 
l\ violating the sovereignty of 
other nations committing 
rimes ranging from c onspirai \ 

to murder unlautullv subvert 
mg the demoi ratii proi ess in 

other nations and violating the 
tinman rights of individuals 
throughout the world all in the 
violation ot foreign, dottiest it 
and international law 

Additional!! the ( IA has in 

tentionalh deceived the I S 

(iongress and tlit* American 

people about tile extent and 
breadth of its participation in 
illegal covert operations; all 
done under tile name of the 

people ot the I'nited States 
The CIA has received assis 

lance from both l.oy and the ()t 
liie of Career Planning and 
Placement to advertise employ 
ment positions to University 
students, .ill to the purpose of 

attracting University students 
to the employment and unlaw 
fill at ti\ ities ol the l IA This is 

wrong 

Shannon (iliver 
(o-diret tor 

Student ( ampaign 
tor Disarmament 

Not a curse 
We are dcsmaved at the atti 

lude projected toward bicycle 
t raff it on ■ ampus in vour 

Wednesday \ny I editorial 
I he .irtii le. wandering from its 
tin us ol hike theft staled the 
University has a serious prob- 
lem with hike traflii due to l.u k 

uf parking spaces lor cars 

around the l tniversity 
Furthermore, you paint the 

picture that the- University is 

"doomed to large amounts of 
hike traffic That is an unac- 

ceptably regressive opinion in a 

lime when environmental 
awareness is essential to keep 
further degradation of the bio- 
sphere 

With global warming on the 
rise, and energy resourc es be 
c oming more prec ions, why en 

c mirage more automobile trallu 
than we already have/ Hugene 
has a fantastic transportation 
s\stem [’lie community should 
he inspired to take advantage ol 
the numerous bike' paths and 
till* Inis system, instead of Us 

ing private" transportation 
Fewer cars means less con- 

gestion and a better cpialitv of 
life" around campus Increased 
hike* traffic is a blessing, not a 

curse We need more bike 
r.n ks. not parking structures 

Dan (linger 
\ngela (.laulhier 

Students 

Let's not forget 
As a college student, an 

A merit an and a t oncerned hu- 
man. I am .1 hit angry and a lot 
sad that Veteran's Day is not 

going to Ire acknowledged at 
the University this year as the 
national holiday it is. 

Veteran's Day is not only a 

dav to commemorate the su- 

preme sacrifice vets around the 
l! S have made; it is a day to 
remember those who never 

made it home It is also a dav to 
remind us ol the promise of 
pear e that is still in its infant v 

today 
\\ e (in my opinion), owe it to 

our brothers who fought tor us 

to insure a safe and peaceful 
world for at least their chil- 
dren's children to live in. I 
think it is a grave mistake for a 

University, whose attendants 
are at the most likely age to be 
drafted if a conflict occurred, to 

allow this holiday to slip by 
unnoticed 

Many people have said that 

only when we forget history do 
we repeat it This is a state 

school, and many men from 
this state died in the Vietnam 
war alone. Most of them didn't 
even dream about making it to 

college Please, at least think 
about them while you're in 

lasses Nov 10 

Moira (.leason 
Knglish 

-Letters Policy_ 
letters to tin* editor must be limited to no more than 

250 words, legible, signed and the identification of 
the writer must be verified when the letter is submit- 
ted. 

The Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for 
length or style. 


