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Roberts’ selection
makes good sense

Last Tuesdav, it was announced that Jack Roberts,
a local attorney, had been unanimously selected to fill
the empty seat on the Lane County Board of Commis-

Followers of local politics should be familiar with
Roberts. Twice he has run for the state legislature: first
for the Senate, then last year for the District 44 seat in
the House. After a hard-fought contest
cumbent David Dix, who is now the House Majority

he lost to in

We're familiar with Roberts too. Though we gave
our support to Dix in the election, we were very im-
pressed with Roberts, and liked several of his ideas. He
knew a lot about the community and the University,
and had several suggestions on how to improve both

Roberts will replace the departed John Ball, who
left in varly August to head the state Children and
Services Commission
sworn in Nov. 6, he will represent North Eugene and
the River Road-Santa Clara area

Roberts was not a shoo-in for his new job. He was
selected over four qualified candidates, including for-
mer seven-term state Rep. Mary McCauley Burrows
and Eugene City Councilman Bobby Green. The selec-
tion process was long, and personal interviews played
a big part. Lobbying efforts on behalf of the five candi-

Alter he is officially

During the first round of initial voting by the com-
missioners, Roberts had the support of two of the cur-
rent four pane! members. But when Commissioner Jer-
rv Rust threw his support behind Roberts, Chairman
Steve Cornacchia made the vote unanimous

Rust's support was surprising. He is usually con-
sidered the most liberal member on the board, while
Roberts ran for the legislature on the Republican ticket
Fhat Rust could put ideology aside and vote for who
he thought would be the best commissioner speaks a

Fighting off his conservative image will not be
While the commission is non-parti
san, political slants play a major role in the decision
Roberts has said he doesn’t want 1o be cast
into a conservative mold. but it may not be his choice
It will be interesting to see if he can it into the com

We have no doubt Roberts will make a fine addi
tion to the board. He is a well-respected lawver, with a

and tax matters. His

knowledge of the county and the problems it faces is

His election is not a permanent one. He faces a
and tormer Eugene City Coun
cilwoman Cynthia Wooten has already announced hes
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Forums put Brand, students on even terms

It's good to see that University students
and administrators are still talking to each
other after all the ruckus over the demon
strations and disruptions of the Oct
ence complex dedication. During the squab-
ble. there was a lot of earnest discussion on

15 8CI-

free speech, rational discourse and the avail-
ability and accountability of public tigures

wonderful ideas that unfortunately, for
several reasons, aren’t part of our evervday
world

LUniversity Myles Brand has
made a commitment to open student forums
that could turn those ideas into a workable
reality. Last week, the president began the
first of a series of public forums and private
open door sessions to let students and ad
ministrators speak their minds

I'his is ecasily the best thing Brand has
done tor studemts since I-ILJH'.,,'. over the ||||r

President

and he deserves to be handily commended

for it. The response from students also
seems to be positive so  La Hrand called
Wednesday's e door sessions 'a  sui

cess ' and said most of the offered 15-minute
dots were taken
Hrand is

and University personnel fon

ollerning o meet with students
IS-manute

tervals between 3 and 5 p.m. every Wednes

dav, provided his presidential duties don’t
take him out of town. Students should know
that Brand is a busy man: offering two hours
of his weekly schedule is a big sacrifice on
his part

Hopefully, Brand, philosophy
that he is, will find the dialogues gripping
and entertaining. We also hope both Brand
and the students will listen carefully to each
other and arrive al an understanding of each
other’s positions.

After all, being open to dialogue is not
the same thing as being open-minded. We
offer this admonition to listen to both Brand
and the students

Students need to look closely at the is
sues thev're fervent over and examine things
bevond their own sell-interest. They need to
look bevond the fun ol activism to realize

teacher

their actions are truly tmportant

\s tor HI.II![{ h Hl'l'ti‘- toy tl'.||l.«'l' the stu
dents have serious concerns that need to b
.1!1!1!""“1-'!'.' .\l’llh'x&ill_'_', those concerns does
not mean smoothing them over, either. Pet
haps because he is new, the president has so
far been vague in a lot of his replies, saving
the University is studving this or that prob
lem. A study of a problem is not enough
eventually the students will want replies

Letters

No apologies

Sen. Mark Hatlield 1s 1in no
Fln-.lll.ltll (TN 1-:||ir|.;!‘.'. about pro
testers interfering with his right
Lo dree Speted he Ulmiversity statt
members don’t need to make
apologies for rude protesters

Hatfield has refused almost
anv sort ot {Illlllil debate on

any issue for vears, even during
Professors who
ll.|\t' \\ll]Th\ [-lllil' 1 ademu
styvle debate should be .ILIi’-IHI'II
at Hatfield's
interact with opposing ideas
Our Senator is also single
handedly responsible for creat

his campaigns

unwillingness to

ing legislation (that is no com
promise). which cuts off most
judicial review for timber sale
suits. This man is stripping our
constitutional rights, and at the
same tune ht-|||lr1gI o destroy
the last big tree forests in the
world. My great-grandchildren
have no way to tell
leave

senators

and governors to SO

big old trees for their hifetime
AMavbe | should have

more rude; Hatfield and Gold
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Mike Medler
Environmental studies

Beagle-type
Sardonic views of the entire
legal distin
L'_'ll“-}ll'll

i|||;|!‘_--\|n1|. as
troam well-deserved
substandard  on

often

criticism ot
fraudulent attornevs are
sive and i poor taste
I refuse to be labeled as a
BMW-driving pit bull.” 1 am
VOuT Ford
beagle-tvpe  personali

much more basic
laurus
ty

My iill_;.:;:l'ni
through the

school has as much to do with

Ill'l"-l'\l'[-lnll'
rigors  of law

changing my “httle world' as
with varning a living. I'm not
amazed, but gratified when my
peers el e Ih'!i OVEeT aconom
ic problems within the school

of law
What did vou expect. Darren
Welsh (ODE. Oct 24). that the

law students would roll over

and play dead? authority

I don’t know what choices
vou've made, but there have al
wavs been o lot of lawyers in enment
white hals ]1'.111!“;', the ['.nk 1ni'ss and

So go kick an
I'm not biting

out there, too
other dog
politician

Lisa Rowley

Law

Fl Salvados

Rationalism

Myles Brand cautions us offi
cially about the use and misuse
of the university forum. The
person is central here, and dis-
course is preferred that can
meld with what Jameson calls
“The Realist Floor Plan,”
which Foucalt calls *'the epis
teme of 19th century ratio,”” the

able but
plines

ment
sity tradition

ruling paradigm ol thousands of vears.”

truth ' power Those who
Artists  and  activists  alike concept  of

have long had trouble with the training

rationalism that is patriotically
doled out in education starting
in grade school

Only what can be digested by
discursive reason can challenge

Iv-».;um-\l|ll|ll\

Emotion is something of a se
ond-class citizen in the Enlight
inleroriy
propriety are
valorized above effectiveness in

Incidentally, 1 note
wants the best formulated argu-
ment. not the best funded argu-
o "win"’

“established over
innovated the

machine” and di
verged the first schools of nor-
malcy, the first
those who created the “school”
in the 17th century out of new-
Iv established prisons and mili-

tary training centers in order to
provide a milder and less costly
form of discipline: those En
Pleasant lightenment founders would be
startled at Brand's discovery ol

gradualism and antiquity

confronting the velvet-tongued
in protecting the en
vitonment or achieving pay

As the last ancient fir falls, or
the regional war escalates from
I'm confident that
the paid thinkers of academia
will be working hard to digest An
any new thoughts on the situa
tion in the gullet of their vener
under funded disci-

Liam Kellen
I~',ug:.-m-

Support

open  letter to  Logan
Dhonau (ODE, QOct. 9)

The ASUQ Executive accepts
vour challenge. We support the
efforts of Shelleyv Reecher and
Project Safe Run. We are cur
rently in the process of helping
Safe Run establish its program
at the University

This letter is to inform vou
and the student body of this
tact. And to request your assis
tance. Please contact me at the
ASLIO, 686-3724. We look for
ward to hearing from vou

Hrand

in this univer-

“pedagogical

“universities;””

Kirk Bailey

ASUO University Affairs
Coordinator

Monday, October 30, 1989




