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mail to get there.
Currently, mail

But there are other
that deficit

deficits

templating slower delivery

not lessened

traveling
within a 100 miles of each other is supposed to arrive
overnight, and within 600 miles of each other in two
days. Mail traveling longer distances is supposed to be
there in three days. From the post office to your house
is supposed to add no more than a day

'he Postal Service is already considering a
hike in the price ol a first class stamp to cover these
The advisability ol that is also debatable, but
it's certainly a bad idea for the Postal Service to con
sider the 30 cent stamp at the same time they are con-

Postal Service is threatening to do

Slow mail delivery
won’t solve deficits

You can forget all that stull about rain and sleet
and gloom of night not keeping letter carriers from
their appointed rounds. If the U5 Postal Service gets
its way, starting next February those letter carriers will
he able to take their own sweet time getting the mal

The Postal Service is considering reviewing the
size of the areas in which it promises overnight deliv-
ery. Il claims it's necessary to shrink these zones (o in-
crease the efficiency of mail delivery

It's a good thing that the Postal Service is con-
cerned with the efficiency of its operation. because
there are problems. But the rate of delivery is not
something the Postal Service should be tampering with

especially if it's considering taking longer for the

between  post  offices

From the Postal Service's own estimates, it can de-
liver 89 percent of the mail in that time window
That's not a bad rate of success
course, but the operation level the Postal Service is al
now savs that they would be fixing something that
isn't broken. to use the old saying.

So obviously, the promise of increased efficiency is
a smoke screen the Postal Service is using to cul costs
These are indeed tough times for the Postal Service:
it's facing huge deficits because of a costly automation
system that hasn't worked up to expectations vel
better solutions o covering
And there are other, better solutions that
won't offend mail customers

It could be better, of

w-renl

Offering reduced services at a higher price, as the

is the kind of thing

that will drive people away from using the mail, some
thing that will only hurt the Postal Serviee in the end

The Postal Service works in a crowded communi-
cations market these davs. Only through better service
will it able to survive
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Pentagon’s thinking dangerous and stupid

So this s how the Pentagon works. Cre
ate a research center, authorize a report, and
deny what the savs when it
comes out

Here's what happened. The

secking 1o

then report
Pentagon

improve its classified security
personnel, created a research center in 1987
to discover what Kinds of people make bad
security risks. The Pentagon was particular
Iv interested i gavs in the military should be

allowed to deal with classified information

Stmple enough, but the research people
went a little 1o far for the Pentagon’'s taste
the researchers recommended
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said this Kind of policy would very liked be

defeated in a serious court challenge
Now. the saving the re
searchers went to far, and is refusing to a

Pentagon is

cept the reports analysis

What kind of junk is this? First of all, to
think somebody would be a bad security risk
because of his or her sexual prelerence is not
only Second. di

ludicrous. it's bigoted

criminating against homosexuals in the mihi

tarv just shows how archaic and stupid the
Pentagon's thinking reallv is

It's only a matter of time betore a tederal
ot |l]:El‘l'\ |I1|l’ |III]!r.|I'\ L8] \}I.I]:'.:"' I
wavs, By reforming now, the Pentagon
avold a lot of hassle, Otherwise, thev ' re just
going to look absurd when thev ' re ordered

crap the policy
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I°s about time the Pentacon. and the rest

ol the government, joined the 20th century

and move toward equality for all

Letters

So pleased

In  response o Jenniter
I Hum's letter (ODE. Oct. 19)
written on behalt o Sacred
Heart Hospital, let me say hirst
that 1 am pleased to hear that
my favorite parking structure
will not be defiled by being
made host to vet  another
McDonald's

This news, welcome as it is,
provides little consolation for
those of us who fondly remem
ber the warmth and hospitality
offered by such establishments

as  Lennie's Nosh  Bar and
Poppi's Tavern,. which were
brushed aside like so much

trash 1o make way for the cold
pile of cement of which Ulum
and her associates must be so
]lltllul

Regarding her open invita
tion to “sincere’’ students to
become acquainted with her in
stitution and its prionties if
one's actions are, as | believe
the most reliable indicator of
one's values (which should ra
tionally determine one's priori
ties). then Sacred Heart's prior
ities are in hittle need of further
exposition

One must only lake note of
the hospital’s dubious practics
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of  mass-marketing  advertising
{what
intown?]
vard for the character of the
once-colorful West  University
neighborhood to be convinced
that Sacred Heart's prionties
are far from mirroring those ol
the community it claims to
serve

is there another hospital
and its callous disre

Steven Brence
Philosophy

Back of the bus

If Rosa Parks had subscribed
to University President Myles
Brand's idea that a protest
should only happen when all
those at the place of protest
consider 1t “acceptable behav
ior,”” then she'd still be sitting
at the back of the bus

For six months, the Universi-
tv has been negotiating with
the GTFF. GTFs arrived on
campus this fall to discover
that the University had not of-
fered the health care and cost of
living increase needed, and
withdrew the option we had
last vear to have a monthly pay
roll deduction tor health insur
ance. Clearlv, GTFs are still
riding at the back of the bus

GTFs attended the dedication

of the new science buildings to eculives
make the senousness of our sit
uvation known. The GTFs did
not silence any speakers. In no
wav did we infringe upon any
one’s freedom of speech

I am disturbed by the KRegis
ter-Cuard’s and Myles Brand's
obsession with the etiquette of
some of the people attending
Sunday's dedication. This Emi-
Iv Postian focus allowed them
to ignore the honest concerns
and issues raised by the pro the

continue
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lesters

thiir
their
tion and slaughter of those try
And believe me
normal people as well as moth
er earth and her other
tants, are crying to be heard

plug
with

How free can speech be when
consumed and homogenized by
the thickening, addictive mass
that is our business-controlled,
high-tech news media? Witness
Register-Guard's
plete coverage of the demon

timbes
meaning

viars  and (Changes the

l'\|ll| inta

pimps
no?)

Hattield and the timber in
dustry are leading the slaughter
ol the Northwest's ancient for
ests and watersheds. Those for
ests are us. but without our
voice. We all have a right to ex
15t

inhabi-

QOur cries our attempts at
free speech. at gaining a fair
hearing and judicial review at
mecom the presentation of objective
environmental  research,  had

President Brand has made a
step in the right direction by
instituting a series of “open fo-
rums.’ Hopefully, as Brand's
term progresses, he will begin
to understand that this is a uni-
versity community which does
more than  passively  listen
This is a university community
which deeply cares about is
sues of importance, and is not
afraid to raise them

Jeannie Thomas
GTF

How free

What good is free speech
when power-hungry elected of
ficials and greedv corporate ex

stration at the dedication of the
new science buildings at the
LIniversity

They did not even mention
protests by SETA and SCD
against activities directly relat-
e¢d to these new cathedrals of
techno-obsession. Moreover, it
appeared to some of us that the
Register-Guard may have doc-
tored their front page photo-
graph to obscure the “‘pimp™ in
‘Hathield and Goldschmidt: $

been stifled, ignored and even
mocked by some. The time has
come, to paraphrase the poet
Gary Snvder, to put an arrow
into the heart of this economic
and cultural monster. Our pro-
tests Sundav were but a guide
for that arrow

Earth First! {or we're hislory
too. )

Jeff Goddard
Biology

others.
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The Emerald will attempt to print all letters contain-
ing comments on topics of interest to the University
community. Comments must be factually accurate
and refrain from personal attacks on the character of
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