
—Editorial 

Slow mail delivery 
won't solve deficits 

You t ali forget all tii.il stull about fain and slept 
and gloom of night not keeping letter carriers from 
their appointed rounds It the I S Postal Service gets 
its wav. starting next I'ehruarv those lettei carriers vvill 
he able to take then own sweet time getting the mail 
out 

The Postal Service is considering reviewing the 
si/e of the areas in which it promises overnight deliv- 
ery It claims it's net essarv to shrink these zones to in- 
crease the effii rency of mail delivery 

It's a good thing that the Postal Service is ion 

cerned with the etlii iem \ ot its operation, because 
there are problems Hut the rate of delivery is not 

something the Postal Serve e should be tampering with 

especially if it's considering taking longer for the 
mail to get there 

Currently mail traveling between post offices 
within a fOO miles of each other is supposed to arrive 

overnight, and within bOO miles ot each othei in two 

days Mail traveling longer distances is supposed to be 
there in three davs I rum the post office to your house 
is supposed to add no more than a day 

I rom the Postal Servii e's own estimates, it can de- 
liver BO percent of the mail in that time window 
That's not a had rate of success It could he better, of 
course, hut the operation level the Postal Service is at 
now says that they would be fixing something that 
isn't broken, to use the old saying. 

So obviously the promise ot im reused effii iem v is 

a smoke screen the Postal Service is using to cut < osts 

These are indeed lough times tor the Postal Serve e 

it's lacing huge deficits because of a costly automation 

system licit hasn't worked up to expectations vet 
Hut there are other bettei solutions to covering 

that defii it And there are other, better solutions that 
won t offend mail ustomeis 

The Postal Service is already considering a > cent 
hike in the pru e ot a first ( lass stamp to cover these 
deficits. The advisability of that is also debatable, bid 
it's certainly a had idea lor the Postal Service to con 

skier the so i ent stamp at the same time they are con- 

templating slower delivery 
Offering reduced services at a higher price as the 

Postal Serv u e is threatening to do. is the kind of thing 
that will drive people awav from using the mail, some- 

thing tlrat w ill only hurt the Postal Service in the end 
The Postal Servile works in a crowded communi- 

cations market these days Only through better service 
not lessened will it able to survive 

So pleased 
In response I" |«‘iinifiM 

I Mum's letter [1)1)1 ()< I ID), 
written on liehall ot Sacred 
IitMrt Hospital, let inr sa\ lust 
tii.it I .1111 pleased lo lin.ir tli.it 
nn favorite parking stmeturt* 

will not lif defiled In lifing 
in,idi- host to vft another 
Sti I fonald's 

Ihls ileus we It time as it is, 

provides little consolation lor 
those ol us who fondlv remem 
her the warmth and hospitalitv 
offered h\ such estalilishnients 
as bennies Nosh liar and 

I’oppi’s Tavern, which were 

hnished aside like so mill h 
trash to make wav for the cold 
pile of ement ol w lot li l Mum 
and her associates must be so 

proud 
Regarding her open invita 

lion to "sincere" students to 
tiei ome ai quainted with her m 

slitutinn and its priorities it 
one's actions are, as I believe, 
the most reliable indii ator ol 
one’s values (which should ra- 

tionally determine one's priori 
ties), then Sac red Heart's prior 
ities are m little need ot further 
exposition 

One must only lake note ol 
the hospital's dubious practice 

ol in.iss marketing advertising 
(what is tiler** another liospil.il 
m tow n/). .uni its allous disre 

g.trd lor llii' character ot the 
on< f-colorful West I !lliversitv 
iit■ iu111>oi lioml to In- c.nnvmi eil 
that Sacred Heart s priorities 
are tar Irom mirroring those ol 
the community it claims to 

serve 

Steven Brence 
Philosophy 

Back of the bus 
II Rosa Parks had subsi rihed 

lo Universilv Presidenl \l\les 
Brand's idea that a protest 
should only happen when .ill 
those at the place ol protest 
consider it "acceptable behav- 
ior." then she'd still tie silting 
at the bat k of the bus 

For six months, the Universi- 
ty has been negotiating with 
the til'll (FIT'S arrived on 

campus this fall lo discover 
that the University bad not of- 
lered the health are and ost ot 
living increase needed, and 
withdrew the option we had 
last year to have a monthly pay 
roll dcdut tioil tor health insiir 
nine Clearly, tills are still 
riding at the back ot the bus 

t i l l s attended the dedit ation 
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Pentagon's thinking dangerous and stupid 
So this is how the Pentagon works (!re 

dir ,i roseari !i ( enter. authorize .1 report. and 
then dons vvh*»l the report s,i\s when il 

limes out 
I lure's what happi'iit'il The Pentagon, 

seeking to improve its classified security 
personnel, created a researi h 1 enter 111 1987 
to discover what kinds ol people make bad 
sec urit\ risks kin' Pentagon \sas partn ulai 
Iv interested il gays 111 the military should ho 
allowed to deal vvith i l.issiliod information 

Simple enough, hut the researi h people 
went .1 little to ho for the Pentagon's taste 

Apparently the researi hers recommended 
the military rethink its stance tow.ml homo- 
sexuals 

The report loncluded there was no evi- 
dence homosexuals made a grealel security 
risk than heterosexuals and that the mili- 
tary's pula/v toward homosexuals in general 
w as outdated and disi riminaton 

The Pentagon has long said the presume 
ol homosexuals in the military contribute to 

pom discipline and had morale The report 
said this kind o! polii \ would very liked he 

defeated in a serious court challenge. 
Now the Pentagon is saying the re 

searchers went to far. and is refusing to ac- 

cept the reports anah sis 

What kind of junk is this? First of all. to 
think somebodv would he .1 had securit\ risk 
bet ause of his or her sexual prelereiu e is not 

onl\ ludicrous, it's bigoted. Second, dis- 
( rirninating against homosexuals in the mili 
tarv just shows how archaic and stupid the 
Pentagon's thinking really is 

It's onl\ a mattei of time before ,1 federal 
court orders the militarv to c hanges its 
wavs Hv reforming now. the Pentagon t an 

avoid a lot of hassle. Otherw ise, they ie just 
going to look absurd when they're ordered 
to si rap the pot it \ 

flit- Pentagon has asked the researchers 
to prepare another report 1'he researc hers 
in effect, have told the military to drop 
dead. 

Bravo 
It's about time the Pentagon, and the lest 

of the government, joined the _!(llh centun 
.uid move tow aid ecpialitx for all 

-Letters. 
ill the new m tern e buildings to 

make tin* seriousness nl our sit 

nation known 1 In* (Ills iliil 
not silence am spt*nki*rs In no 

was (ini ui* infringe upon any 
one's freedom ol speet h 

I am disturired by the Kegi** 
trr lUhiril s and Myles Brand's 
obsession with tile eliipielle of 
some ot the people attending 
Solid.i\ s tledii at ion This Kmi 
l\ I’oslian fix os allowed them 
to ignore the honest coni erns 

and issues raised by the pro 
testers 

President Brand has made a 

step in the right direction by 
instituting a series of "open In- 
rums Hopefully, as Brand’s 
term progresses, he will begin 
to understand that this is a uni 

versitx coinmunilv which does 
more than passively listen 
This is <i oniversitv community 
which dimply ares about is 
sues ot importance, and is not 

afraid to raise them 

leannie Thomas 
(•TF 

ecutives plug t Ilf r imis .uni 
continue with tlicir I'vplmt.i 
linn .iikI sl.iughti'r ut those tr\ 

tng tn speak And believe ini'. 

iiorm.il pt'oplt' .is well .is moth 
ft earth .md her other mli.ibi 
I.nils, .ire crving to be heard 

I low free .111 speech be when 
unsullied ,mil homogenized b\ 

the tlii< belong, addictive inass 

tb.it is our business-controlled, 
high-let h news media'1 Witness 
the h’egis/er-t .uari/'s incom 
plete coverage of the demon- 
stration at the dedication of the 
new si if in e buildings at the 
l University 

The\ did not even mention 
protests b\ SKTA and SGI) 
against .utilities directly relat- 
ed to these new atliedrals ot 
tei lino-obsession Moreover, it 

appeared to some of us that the 
Keg/s/er f.'uun/ may have doi 
tored their trout page photo- 
graph to obscure the "pimp' in 

"llattield and Goldschmidt: $ 

timbei pimps” p hangex the 
mi'aniiig. mi:’] 

Hatfield and the timber in 

dustry are leading the slaughter 
ol the Northwest's aliment for 
ests and watersheds Those tor 
ests are us. hut without our 

voice W e all have a right to ex 

ist 

Our cries our attempts at 
tree spoor h, .it gaining a fair 
hearing and judit nil review at 
the presentation of objective 
environmental research, had 
been stifled, ignored and even 

mocked bv some The time has 
come, to paraphrase the poet 
(!ar\ Snyder, to put an arrow 

into the heart ot this economic 
and ultural monster Our pro- 
tests Sunday were but a guide 
tor that arrow 

Harth First' (or we’re history 
too.) 

)effOoddard 
biology 

How free 
Wh.it good is free speet li 

when power-hungry ''let ted ul- 
lit inis and greedy corporate e\ 

_Letters Policy_ 
Thu Emerald will attempt to print all letters contain- 

ing comments on topics of interest to the University 
community. Comments must be factually accurate 
and retrain from personal attacks on the character of 
others. 


