
^Editorial— 

Apartheid weakens, 
freedom still denied 

Lift* imprisonment Such .t severe sentence in this 
country would occur only alter an unthinkable crime 
such as inurdei 

In South Africa however, citizens who vocally 

protest the ac tions of then government can he sen 

fenced to life imprisonment Heck, il v\o employed 
such punishment lor protesters, half of the l diversity 
would he stamping lic ense plates by now 

Last week in Soweto, eight of the country's most 

prominent political prisoners were released alter 

spending up to 2(> years in jail All hut one of the freed 
men are members of the outlawed African National 

Congress Theii liberation, made possible- bv President 
I W de Klerk, is rumored to he influenced by talk of 
increased sanctions against the country if the govern 
ment continues its senseless disc rimination against the 
blac k majority 

One of the most well known politic al prisoners. 
Nelson Mandela, was not released, lbs freedom seems 

to he imminent, but de Klerk is obviously testing the 
wateis for the threat of an uprising before he allows lor 

the release1 of Mandela 

All the men freed last week are at least 00 years 

cild They include Walter Sisulu, a former mm retan 

general of the AN'C and a c lose friend of Mandela Al- 
though the released prisoners are elderly and would 
likely seem tired ol lighting, they vowed to continue 
their light until Mandela and other prisoners .ire re- 

leased. the AN’C is legali/.ecl and the government lilts 
the state of emergency in the c ountry 

Besides the release of the political prisoners, an- 

otliei promising signal was the foe I that the A\( was 

allowed to hold a news coolerem e in c elebietiou ol the 
prisoners' freedom This conference was the first suc h 
A N't' gathering allowed in the country sine e the organ 
i/.ation was banned in ltlfitt. 

The fact that some ol the most vocal protesters ot 
the government were released, coupled with the al- 
lowance ol an AN'C news conference in the country 
are both encouraging signs that the South Atm an goy 
eminent is rethinking its polic ies cone eruing the hlac k 
majority llcnvever. these steps are not large enough to 

be* satisfying Nelson Mandela remains behind bars, 
and blac ks are still denied sm li basic: freedoms as the 
right to vote or to have lull citizenship in the country 
of their birth 

The men who were released last yveek seemed 
quite adamant that, despite their ages and the length of 
their struggle, they wouldn't stop fighting until their 
demands for equality are recognized. If goes without 
saying that their freedoms are long past overdue. 

These political activists are all past the age of re- 

tirement. They should be allowed to rest. 
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Honecker's fall another step in process 
II vou hi'.inl .) dull thud lust Wednesday, 

it was another section of the Iron (uirtain 
t.111111 o dow n 

l.riedi I lonei kei the man w ho brought 
vou the Berlin Wall, outdated soi uilist doc 
trine and the rebirth of Stalinism, was re- 

moved from his |>ost .is the Hast German 
( ommunist j».i11\ head 

lloneekei 77. was deposed bet utise of 
health reasons lie is rumored to he sul- 

fering from such maladies as gall bladder 
failure and am ei but the real reason for Ins 
removal was his stubborn refusal to move to- 

ward deinocracx like the othei Pastern l\u- 
rope ( ounlries 

W hile Boland 1111ugar\ and the Soviet 
I'moil have remolded their governments 
lias! (iermnm has stubbornlv remained tirm- 
l\ entrenc lied in Marxism Hnnecker's re- 

moval is iust another step in the loosening of 
si ii inlist I ies 

Ifcinec kei was replaced with a fill-year- 
old protege Kgon krenz krenz who was m 

barge- of state sec urit\. is also the voungest 
member of the ruling Politburo While still 
onsidered a (iommunist hard-liner, he took 

a softer stance toward protesters than Hun- 
ecker would have liked. 

Does this scenario sound familiar? An 
old. entrenched leader stripped of power 

and replaced by ,i younger. more idealistic 
man Shades of Gorbachev all over again. 

Before v<>11 think the Gommunist him is 

rumbling, wait a moment krenz is till inn 

sidered a true soc ialist, and it is to earl\ to 

tell whether lie will he the kind ol leadei 
(iorbachev is. 

Kncouruging signs. yes Definite signs 
no 

The straw that linalK broke Honeckei 
liai k was the huge amounts ot workers who 
lied to the West in the last several weeks As 

mam as l.1 1.1)0(1 people have emigrated, 
sharplv unden lifting the hast German work 
mg population. Ilonei ker's refusal to even 

listen to the protesters, let alone open lip his 
i ountry s hoarders, led to his tall 

Hast Germain is economically, the most 
successful Pastern Kurope country. Hut with 
main highly skilled workers fleeing the 
country Gnmmunist Party leaders what el 
led it would have And with Honeckei still 
in offit e. the exodus was expected to contin- 
ue So the other party leaders i lit bait in .in 

effort to [ilacate the protesters. 
kren/.’s accession to power will not like 

ly result in any immediate democrat ii 
moves The Berlin Wall will probably not be 
dismantled overnight, and a combined Past- 
West Germany is not in the future. 

Hut you've got to start somewhere. 

-Letters 

Imagination 
I’resident Brand's omtnents 

tin the protest .it the opening of 
the new s< ien< e ( omplox (()l>1' 
t )i t 1H| come .is no surprise 
Imagine the consequent es if a 

president of a university were 

to applaud rebellious aetivitv 
Imagine is ntxnit all we can 

do 

l)a\ id Kdgar 
Student 

Horrible 
In regard to the Oil tr> sil- 

ence complex dedication pro 
test artii le. 1 was pleased to 

read that the h'mt'mld editors 

exposed the "military research 
on animals 

This entire issue is horrible 
Why |ust last week while on 

my regular nightly stroll. I 
heard a rustling behind some 

shrubben To my disgust. I 

witnessed rabbits and squirrels 
dressed m full combat gear 
practicing nightly military ma 

neuvers I am confident these 
animals were not ai ting on 

their own volition 

I have lived in or near a lor 
est for more than JO years; 1 
have never seen a pistol p.u k 
ing bunny I was born in an 

America where bunnies run 

free on Kaster and squirrels ol 
led nuts 

To live in a day. an age 
where forest reatures are com 

pelled to be.ir arms for a conn 

try whose polii ies they may or 

may not believe in is abhorrent! 
Stop military resean h on am 

inals noyy' 

Knrique Arias 
Kugene 

Graffiti 
Why is it that some element 

of si mil insists on detai mg the 
University campus with graffi 

li' I .ill you them si um l>e- 
ause this is vandalism pure 

and simple 
Vandalism, espei iallv on an 

institution of learning, is ap 
palling and nauseating 

These actions have now l)e- 
orne the burden of the 1 Sliver 

sitv in the form of lean up 
The cost of this lean up will 
have to he absorbed b\ I'niver- 
sit\ funds and as a paying 
member of this I 'ni versify 1 am 

irate 
So you have an opinion, eh? 

Too had you've si rewed your- 

self b\ using a form of oininu 

mi alum th.it no one respects, 
and therefore will not respect 
whatever has been graffitied In 
t.u t. it makes observers like me 

look dow n ii)ion your opinion, 
even though I may agree with 
it 

So. in a nutshell, your van- 

dalism is detrimental to your 
t:ause Have \uu ever heard the 

phrase, "you're beating your 

head against a wall?" 
Since I'm an intelligent, re 

sponsible citizen (not scum), 
might I suggest expressing your 
opinions in another manner, 
such as in a classroom, a 

speech, a letter, or at a public- 
interest meeting Do I need to 

explain what these are' 
Hopefully in the future, my- 

self and the rest of the Univer- 
sity population will have a 
choice of whether or not 1 want 
to read your self-absorbed opin- 
ions 

\ anessa Mon genii 
Architecture 

New Zoo 
It is my belief that a publica- 

tion sue h as the Emerald has a 

responsibility to inform and 
support the best interests of its 
readers This being the case. I 
was disheartened to learn that 
you chose not to report the 

non-profit New Zoo in even a 

single issue of your daily pa 
per 

Not only is the New Zoo a 

wonderful education experi- 
ence, it addresses timely and 
critical issues that are left con- 

sistently unresolved Ignoring 
the deilic ateil and innovative 
work ot the New Zoo as it grap 
pies with the complexities of a 

environmental conservation is 
a serious injustice to your com 

munitv of readers 

Beth Hopkins 
Kugene 

-Letters Policy_- 
The Emerald will attempt to print all letters contain- 

ing comments on topics of interest to the University 
community. Comments must be factually accurate 
and refrain from personal attacks on the character of 
others. 


