
Editorial- 

Ontario a good site 
for prison facility 
Last week. it vs.is announced <t new medium sei u 

rilv prison would no up in the Kastem Oregon town of 
Ontario \nd ns < ould lx* exper led some t lut.irio resi- 
dents. ns wull ns other Kastern Oregon inhabitants. arc 

extremely miffed 
During tlm I’lH'i legislative session, money was np 

propi intcd to onstnii t u re>0 lied prison. whi« h even 

tunllv ould lie expanded to house us mam ns .j.unu in- 
mates 

Albany was the first i hoice for the prison site, hut 
local residents stormed the eapitol building to protest 
the proposal lionrdm.iii. another Kastern Oregon town, 
was also mentioned ns a possibility- I.muds shot that 
proposal dim n too 

Finally. Ontario, a town right near the Idaho bor- 
del v\ Us selei ted 

The prison has polarized the Ontario ronimunitv 
\s what usually happens m this sort of situation no 

one is ambivalent toward the prison Hither you see it 

us a boon loi the lm ul ei onoim or von see it .is ,i sen 

Oils threat 
We support the dei ision to put the prison in Ontar 

to 

(inv (ioldsi luindt has made a be.; deal about lus 

"prison reform plan lb- managed to got lottery binds 
released to build the prison, and he is trying to make a 

sweeping overhaul ol the whole state orrei tional pio 
i ess The (Julai in in ison is just one step in his plan 

I'here are many people in and around Ontario (and 
no doubt. Idaho as well) who would rather see the pris- 
on anywhere else Most will admit a prison is neces 

sat v They just don't want it m their ronimunitv 
I’risons are not nue tilings to have on yom door 

step They tend to scare off loi ai businesses, and drive 
leal estate prices right into the ground Also, the 

thought ol an escaped prisoner walking around your 

tow u is not a pleasant one 

However, prisons are an untortunate part of our so 

ciety II they .ire needed, they have be constructed 
somewhere 

Realistically the prison needs to be built uvvav 

from .1 population center You can't dump a medium- 
set uritv lat ilitv in the middle of Portland Not only 
would the land be too expensive, but more people 
around the prison would constitute a bigger threat 

Ontario residents worried about security have a 

light tube However, the town will most likely become 
police center for that part of Oregon Sav ing Ontario 
will become one of tire safest places to live is trite, bill 
not very far oil the mark 

Tin* town's economy will not suffer either In addi- 
tion to the jobs the prison itself will bring in, the 
whole tai ilily should prove to Ire a boost to the town's 
businesses 

Nobody wants a prison in their backyard. Hut if 
you need to build one, Ontario is a good as site .is any 
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County police should rethink A TV use 
Him thoughtful ol Honda Motors to do- 

Haiti* eight ol tilt'll i wheel .ill terrain vein 
(h". to the M.nion < ount\ Sherdls Depart 
incut The county in Oregon which in 
dudes the i it\ of Salem plains to use the 
A 1 A s fin seiireh and i esc tie operations and 
loi tile ( ountv jail 

I low thoughtful ol them to bestow these 
vehicles on the polite lorce tree ol charge, 
considering thev used to sell loi $2.(100 
apiei e Thev don't sell them nnvmoie how 
ever. because ol one minoi problem: three 
wheelers were banned bom the market ill 

April 1'IHH due to the numerous accidents 
and fatalities that arose from then use Hut 
hev gist because sis people a week dic'd 
from riding A 1 A s in 1‘I87 does tins nec.es- 

s,u 11\ mean thev are unsafe '' 

How thoughtful ol Honda to also give 
St 7 million to Karl Oberg of Salem, who 
suflered brain damage and broken bones in 
his face after he tell bom his ATY He sued 
Honda in April and the court agreed with 
the assertion that the ATY was more to 

blame for the accident than was the drivel 
Hut the Marion (lountv Sherifl Depart 

ment seems to be quite grateful for the Hon- 
da's gilt Thev sav thev will extensively 
train the officers in the use of AI Ys. and 
that the vehicles will help when mails are 

too narrow oi the snow is too deep tor Jeeps 
llns benefit is legitimate, but the force* 
doesn't seem to take the one erns about sate 

I' risks too seriously W hen asked about tile 
proven vulnerability of ATVs, Lt |err\ Hla\ 
lor k retorted, "We also use horses, and peo- 
ple tail oil them. too. We use planes and 
they sometimes fall out ol the sk\ 

That's a nice logic al connei lion, isu I it 

Perhaps this guy just can't see past Honda's 
generosity and thoughtfulness to think ra- 

tionally 
A national lawyers group, hoyvever. is 

I.iking the situation more seriously They are 

going to court Monday to seek the release ol 
documents obtained in the Oberg case 

against Honda. A protective order in the 
case required Oberg's lawyers to return all 
documents obtained from Honda, and they 
are prohibited from telling the publii rvliat 
they discovered about AT\ salety hazards 
According to Arthur Hryanl. the director of 
the group "W'liat these companies want to 

keep set ret is exactly what the publii needs 
to know 

In addition. Oberg's layvver. yy ho li.is al 
ready seen the classified documents, had 
this reassuring comment about ATVs I hey 
are death machines." 

Hut the Marion County police men t lis 

telling They refuse to vvait to see what may 

be disi losed should the doi uments be re 

leased Monday They have accepted these 
"death machines" yvitli open arms 

I lory thoughtful of them 

Misread 
I h.ivr .1 few vvurds m r«* 

spouse In Imlli Kli li.inl \uM‘s 
.mil Myles Mi,mil's comments 

i ru.miinn I hi* demonstrators ,it 

the si imu i* complex dcdii .ition 
I,isl Sunil.iv Mulli writers mli'i 

preted llif rude sometimes nl 
fonsive hi'liaviot nl several 
demonstrators .is ,m example nl 

.111 inti mgement nl tree spool li 

IVlIl.lps sil \llll \l't til sis' 

frill1 spi'i'i li as tin' ( ini' issue is 

to misread the tenor nl the al 
ternnnii I he issue seems more 

appropriately In he line nl pri- 
orities 

Students did not disrupt a le 
Ultimate forum nl "tree 

speech They disrupted a re 

flexive. largely self-conuratula 
tors formal affair In other 
words influential politir inns 

and University administrators 
canui to Kugene nut not ever 

< ise their "tree spoor h rights 

on inli'^i,i! problems. instead 
lhi'\ .inn' lo drdn .ilr tin' on 

stun lion ol .1 budding 
rliini thoughts on sue li .in 

issui'” ran hard I v hr < on 

slrurd lo hr on llir samr fool 

ing .is lr.it idling our forests 
and t i n.) 11 \ ottering long-over 
dur medical coverage lor our 

tills Indeed, the prot codings 
were disturbing prn isrlv hr 
cause thrv svinholi/.ed how 
University and community is 

sues srrm not to hr on the samr 

disi ursive level as tills type ol 
ai adeinii of fit ialisin 

And so along with Brand 
and Nun's I too frit insulted 
Only I u as insulted by a t in 

vrrsity whit li tends to maintain 
the dot oruin of a ceremonial 
event rather than engage coin 

passionately with the pain and 
distress ot its student body 

I Oil ( .lloil 
hin’ciir 

Letters_ 
Refuse 

An open lellei In \l.nk II.il 
field .Mid Neil (;<)lds( lnnidl 
(hi I 1 ‘18(1 

As a si ientist ami a ion- 

<■ tiicil itizen. il is m\ opinion 
that tin- forests ot Oregon and 
the* I’ai if it Northwest have 
been substantially uveri ut and 
mismanaged l’asl and present 
polii ies are .losing e\< essive 
erosion, threatening important 
watersheds, and endangering a 

variety ot spei ies of life 

Your presem e .it tlit- iledit .1 

lion of the new si ii'iu e com 

ple\ ,il tlic l ’mversilv of ()rc 
Hon sugncsls ill,it vou t .ire 

ilium I m ii>nc:t' Yet yon seem 

uninterested 111 the overwhelm 
inn sclent if it evidence th.it 
mism.uuinement ol out puhlii 
forests is liarminn import.nit 

ci osvsteins 
1 .mi disappointed tli.it you 

have allowed economics and 
politic s to I»et ome more impor 
taut than the health ot the 
I .nth Bei .him’ ol this I refused 
to take part in Sunday's dedica- 
tion ceremonies 

|ost!|)h Minulu 
tleology 

Difference 
I'm .1 gradual!' (caching fel- 

low I have no health insurance 
her arise I an't afford any on 
niv stipend I support several 
environmental c auses I believe 
in most of what that activists 
believe in. but there is a world 
ol difference between arguahh 
justifiable ivil disobedient e 

lor .1 good ause. and what hap- 
pened in Willamette Hall on 

Sunda\ 

leering <i Ireelv elected 1' S 

Senator infringes on his free 

spent ti. ,ind ni■<It■ i mines the re 

spec t due ,i demoi ratii ,dls 
ele< ted leader 

Suppose the shoe were on 

the other foot, anil a group ol 

lumberjai ks shouted down ,t 

"politicalls correct" Senator' 
Wouldn't that he labeled bulls 
hoy tactic s' 

It's a slippery slope too If 

jeering Hatfield is () h whs 
not dump sawdust on the Sena 

tor to reads drive the point 
home/ ()r little pier es of wood 
Or not so little piei es ol wood 
Or why not rev up a chain sass 

svhenever he begins to speak/ 
Beginning to sound like a be 

... republii What happened 
Sunday was disgraceful and 
embarrassing. 

I).u id Kashcna 
Hiolog> 


