Editorial

Ontario a good site
for prison facility

Last week, it was announced a new medium-secu-
rity prison would go up in the Eastern Oregon town of
Ontario. And as could be expected. some Ontario resi-
dents, as well as other Eastern Oregon inhabitants, are
extremely miffed

During the 1989 legislative session, money was ap-
propriated to construct a 550-bed prison. which even-
tually could be expanded to house as many as 3,000 in-
mates

Albany was the first choice for the prison site, but
local residents stormed the capitol building to protest
the proposal. Boardman, another Eastern Oregon town,
was also mentioned as a possibility. Locals shaot that
proposal down too

Finally. Ontario. a town right near the ldaho bor-
der. was selected

The prison has polarized the Ontario communily
As what usually happens in this sort of situation, no
one is ambivalent toward the prison, Either yvou see it
as a boon for the local economy., or vou see il
ous threal

We support the

as a soeri-
decision to put the prison in Ontar

made @ big deal about his
“prison reform’ plan. He III.I{I.I}.{t'li to gn-l lottery funds
released to butld the prison. and he is trving to make a
sweeping overhaul of the whole state correctional pro
Fhe Ontario prison is just one step in his plan
Phere are many people in and around Ontario (and
Idaho as well) who would rather see the pris-
on anvwhere else. Most will admit

sary . They just don’t want it in their community

Gov, Goldschomadt has

ess

no doubt
o |][|.'~1I|| 1S neces
Prisons are nol nice things to have on vour door
Ihey tend to scare off local businesses, and drive
real estate prices right into the ground. Also. the
thought of an escaped prisoner walking around vour

step

town is not a pleasant one
However.

ciely. I they are

somewhere
Realistically, the

prisons are an untortuidle part of our s0-
needed, they have be constructed
needs to be built away
from a population center. You can’t dump a medium-
security facility in the middle of Portland. Not only
would the land be too expensive. but more peaple
around the prison would constitute a bigger threat.

Prison

Ontario residents worried about security have a
right to be. However, the town will most likely become
police center for that part of Oregon. Saving Ontario
will become one of the satest places to live is trite, but
not very far off the mark.

The town's economy will not suffer either. In addi-
tion to the jobs the prison itsell will bring in, the
whole facility should prove to be a boost to the town's
businesses.

Nobody wants a prison in their backyard. But if
vou need to build one, Ontario is a good as site as any.
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County police should rethink ATV use

How thoughtiul of Honda Motors

mate erght of their 3-wheel all-terrain

cles to the Marion County Sherift's Depart
ment. The county i Oregon ~.-.::..'r..
cludes llll' city ot Salem ||||l|l 1o use the
ATVs tor search and rescue operations and
for the county jail

How thoughttul of them to bestow these
viehicles on the police foroe tree ol charge
considering they used to sell for $2.000
ipigce. They don't sell them anymore, how
ever, because of one minor problem: three
wheelers were banned trom the market in
\}l!ll 19848, due to the numerous accidents
and fatalities that arose from their use. But
hiny st because six |lr'n]||r' a week died
from riding ATVs in 1987, does this neces

sarily mean they are unsate?

How thoughtiul of Honda to also give

$4. 7 million to Karl Oberg of Salem, whao

suffered brain damage and broken bones in
his face alter he fell from his ATV, He sued
Honda in April and the court agreed with

the assertion that the AT\ more 1o

blame for the accident than was the driver

Was

But the Marion County Sheriff Depart
ment seems to be quite grateful for the Hon
da's gift. Theyv sav they will extensively

train the officers in the use ol ATVs, and
that the vehicles will help when roads are
too narrow or the snow is too deep for Jeeps
I'his benefit s legitimate, but the force
doesn’t seem 1o take the concerns about safe

tv risks too seriously. When asked about the
proven vilnerability of ATVs, Lt

lock retorted, "We horses

Jerry Blay

.I]“ll s -II'1l| ety

[':.l- fall off them. too. We use |=].|I|-'a and
they sometimes fall out of the sky

I'hat's a nice logical connection, isn't it
Perhaps this guy just can't see past Honda's

generosity and thoughtfulness to think ra

tionally

\ national lawyers group, however
taking the situation more seriously. They are
going to court Mondav to seek the release of

(Ybhere  cast

order 1n the
return all
documents obtained from Honda, and they
are prohibited from telling the public what
they discovered about ATV safety hazards
According to Arthur Bryant, the director ol
the group, ““What these companies want to
keep secret is exac tly what the public needs
to know .’

documents obtained in the
Honda. A protective
case required Oberg's lawyers to

agalnst

W hn |1.l‘- l.
had

“They

vaddition, Oberg’s lawyer,
ready seen the classified documents
this reassuring comment about ATVs
ire death machines. ™

But the Marion County police aren’t lis
tening. They refuse to wait to see what may
be disclosed should the documents be re
lpased Monday., They have accepted these
“death machines™ with open arms

How thoughtful of them

2 on integral problems
M,sre‘,d they came to dedwcate the
struction of a building
I have a lew words e I'heir thoughts on such
sponse to both Richard Noyes IS8 can  hardly  be
and Mvyles Brand’s commaents strand to be on tho sate

regarding the demonstrators al ing as clear cutting

the science complex dedication and finally

Hoth writers inter

otlering

last Sunday due medical

preted the rude, sometimes ol GTFs. Indeed. the proceedings
fensive  behaviom ol several were disturbing l.]m[-u-l\ Lo
demonstrators as -l|1""t-!||1l'|"“I cause  they symbohized

an infringement of free speech University and community

Perhaps so And vet to see SUES Seem

Trees spee h as the core 1ssue 1s discursive level as this tvpe of
to misread the tenor of the al academic officialism
ternoon. The issue seems maore And so, along with Brand
<|||}ltniill.l|"|l\ to be one of pri and Noves, | too felt insulted
orities Only 1 was insulted by a Umi
Students did not disrupt a l versity which tends to maintain
gitimate  forum ol froe the decorum of a ceremoni
spee h hew ‘“‘f“i“""- a e event rather than engage com
flexive. largely self-congratula passionately with the pain and
tory  tormal  atfair In  other distress of its student body
words, influential  politicians
and  University  admiamistraton
came o Eugene nol not exer lLou Caton
ise their “free-speech’ rights Fugene
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instead
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coverage tor o
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not to be on the same
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have allowed
\n open letter to Mark Hat
field and Neil Goldschmidt tant  than the
Ot 15, 19489 Earth. Because «
to take part in S
HON Ceremonies
As a scilentist and a con
cerned citizen, it is my apinon
that the torests of Oregon and

the Pacific Northwest  have
been substantially overcut and
Past and present

Causing

muismanaged
policies are
threatening

Diffe

Srosion mportant

watersheds, and endangering a

variety of species of life

because 1 can’t

Your presence at the dedica my stipend. |
tion of the new science com environmental causes

plex at the University of Ore in most of why

believe in, but

gon  suggests  that vou  care

,|1n-:1l sCience Yel vou seem of i|1”l'lt'l|: & }H'
uninterested in the overwhelm justifiable  civil
ing  scientific evidence  that for a good cause
mismanagement of our publi pened in Will:

torests 1s harming Hmpaortant Sunday

i!IIEIrII s to become more Hnpor

I'm a graduate
|u\\ | h.l\n- no ]u<.|11l1 Insuranoe

a freely elected |
infringes on his e
speech, and undermines the
spect  due  a
elected leader

Jeering
inted that vou Senator
economics  and
democratically
health of the
f this, [ refused

unday's dedica

."ﬁll|l|:l|ﬁf' the shoe were o1
the other foot, and
lumberjacks
“politically
Wouldn't that be

boy tactics?

a4 group ol
|!:|‘.\1| <l
correct’’ Senator?
labeled bully

shouted

Joseph Minato
Geology
It's a slippery slope too It
jeering Hatfield is O K . why
not dump sawdust on the Sena
tor to really drive the point
home? Or little pieces of wood
Or not so little pieces of winod
Or why not rev up a chain saw
whenever he begins to speak?

rence

teaching fel

attord anv on
support several
| belhieve
activists

Beginning to sound like a ba
nana republic? What happened
Sundav  was disgraceful and
embarrassing

it that
there is a world
tween arguably
disobedience
and what hap
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imette David Fashena
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