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Editorial

Supreme Court set
for another session
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the liberal Justices are maore than B0 years old. 11 is pos
sible at least ane of these seats will become vacant dur
ing the next four vears
I'he conservatives left no doubt thev were in

charge lasl when they made several decisions
on such key issues as abortion and civil liberties
However, the liberal cause
Justice Sandra Day O'Conner was not as hard-line con
as some of her cohorts would have liked. On
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Abortion will once again be a major part of the
court's docket. Last July, the Justices gave states great-
er regulatory powers. The decision got mixed reviews,
with both pro-and-anti choice advocates claiming vic-
tory. Three cases are scheduled and should clear up
the court's stand one wav or another.

A new dilemma is euthanasia. For the first time,
Justices will debate whether terminally ill patients can
choose the right to die. Their decision will set a prece-
dent.

Two Constitutional rights, that of freedom of
speech and separation of church and state, will be up
for review. The court will decide on the constitutional-
ity of a federal act which opens public schools for stu-
dent religious group functions.

Other issues, such as obscenity, criminal law and
race discrimination, will be up for discussion. These
decisions will affect national politics, as the abortion
decision has affected politics. ’

The conservative bent of the court has already in-
fluenced the caseload for the session. Liberals are tak-
ing their arguments to state courts, in the hopes of get-
ting interpretations more to their liking.

State legislatures are also getting into the act. The
Supreme Court seems content to let legislatures make
the tough decisions on volatile issues. Even the U.S.
Senate is getting involved. Several senators are talking
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Reward outweighs risk for Galileo probe

Once controversy over the
pProgranm has ]I".I}Jl‘li onto the front prage ol
This time it's over the
Galileo probe, due to be launched on the
shuttle Atlantis Tuesday morning

Problem s, Galileo nearly 50
pounds of plutontum, which is used to pow-
er the $1.4 billion spacecraft. The power
supply, known as a radioisotope thermoelec-
RTC, carries 18 modules
Each is filled with four golf ball-sized pieces
of plutonium dioxide encased in iridium
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tric generator, or

worrted about a

repeat of the Challenger tragedy. If there
were to be another shuttle accident Oppo-
nents contend Galileo's fuel source would
spread into the atmosphere

A federal judge ruled against the anti-

nuclear group, and barring anv more delays.
Galileo will finally be on after 15
vears of stalling

After much soul-searching and thinking
we support the Galileo program

Opponents say there is a 1-in-150 chance
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vilian population is slim,

We recognize the dangers of the pro
gram. However, we also realize there
alternative fuel source. Galileo is set to orbit
Jupiter, and solar power diminishes at that
distance, making solar panels unattractive to
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In addition, Galileo offers the promise of
knowledge to fight environmental problem:
on Earth. Part of its flight will take it past
Venus, whose surface, warmed by the infa
mous “'greenhouse effect,’” is hot enough to
melt a Buick. It is hoped by studyving Venus
dtlllll‘-])hl'll‘. we can combat our own 1_.,"H|I-|!
warming.

With the new technology contained in
the probe, we will, for the first time, get
detailed look at Jupiter.

Galileo will also
Earth. Each time, a
pointed at the ozone hole
Pole. Mavbe, just mavbe, we
about that too

Space exploration in general has bee
criticized as of both time and mon
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sity community. Comments must be factually accu-
rate and refrain from personal attacks on the character

about legislation to overturn court decisions. of another shuttle disaster and of Galileo ey, We disagree. No one will dispute w
Whatever side of the political spectrum one sub- spreading its deadly fuel source over central  have serious problems on Earth. But b
scribes to, thl.\ year's courlt session promises to be one and southern Florida. On the other hand.  studying other planets — and their problem
of the most influential of the past decade. NASA contends even if the shuttle explodes mavbe we can learn something about our
the chances of plutonium threatening the ci Own f
Letters .
1% ould have asked h but no less devastating s the Fa I nsibily FOR TS lirect )] 1 vill
F > I i 3 i I an ostensibly progressivi dired ([EMM . (K 6H) wi
(] ‘zyl y vl It sound ki | thisappearance ol tropical rad oe 1o carry menls liet. As one emploved
was afrad isk questions . ( torests i Africa and S hivast I this sort sew INAD state tor over a decads "
0 | 1 ] [ \ ) | st his has resulted in mucl priat If wi e hit gratifving 1o know that one
) 1 ) 1 .
) 1 b Ky Javaa ish 14 I u It ( I contributing myv fellow workers, Linda kin
1 L1l 1 ] I'n ] s Wi the I un postponing sending Mas found 1 evide
a t I e O\ ) unt Hora and | Al Call or write informing real ™ nepotism at the
\ic Ca W il thi i { n that en 0l Our ol MO Pla
ted tha I i l ] th roiture " Hn Vi rnatively,, one might sup | can rest easier
A \ Din ( 0 is il tr teeak,  mahi port KWAX or send a donation know her husband was pron
I il I 1 1 i ran an er tropical hard nstead to the Rainforest Action ed to his position as grout
: Ko backya " : Network, 301 Broadway, Suite Crew supervisor solel i
) i .‘-. Mank ( I \ Ve 1 \ | nt ol the above, what A, San Francisco, CA 94133 basis of his ahbihities Ihank
I-- ) ) trad ple m ! L ask can a person do? Boveott prod vou, King, for straightening
i th 1 Is i ol teak or other hard ., \ arthright v
.'..-I i'l N \ 1 A |.1.‘.-. .'-ili'- .|!|I. 1JE|-‘\|' :li|""'l. l"'r\ xl"“" Tlll‘[ Ibr IIIIIIH|rI ll I ] ]--‘\ 1!
‘ ; rabeied pronouncing tha ¢
| i \i ide in Thatland I 'her Staft Fn..}.i.-n- of people in power
1 orgiet Y Julie Huber it busing locally hiring their ]'.Il["i.i. i
h Makes ' Journalism n rniture made from MOI’(]’(? I | ¢ l
s has not existed betor
or how oy ‘ Nyt ) woods :"'I‘”"!" atan never happen again
s voter when the going get by 4 Write or call encourag
g n Dev‘]'st‘}tl‘)n ing them to discontinue thess | read the article forale at Bill Smee
1ix 1 Wiederaend nroduct lines Physical Plant better with new Staft
rked side by side 1o | note Many are by now awar Further, a local public sta
the Oregon Democratic Party the tragic destructhion OCourring tion, KLCC, helps market these l . [
Cn October 4. Ihix was quoted to the rain forests of Central products through underwriter ‘e'ter‘ PO'IC\ |
The Oregonian as saving and South America. Debt-rid ads. This was brought to then rh(‘ Emerald will ul“l'nl]“ to pllnl all letters con-
(Wiederaenders) never told den, export-driven economics attention repeatedly, and the taining comments on topics of interest to the Univer-

Friday, October 13, 1989




