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Archaeologists await next big dig

COULEE CITY. Wash. (AP) As Eastorn
Washington University archacologists begin 1o
sift through the more than 100,000 artifacts they
collected this summer at the Salishan Mesa, oth
ers are looking forward to their next big dig

“Once vou get it in your blood, vou can’t get
it out.”” said lim Lvnch. a retired Wenatchee resi
dent who spent o month this summer as a volun
teer at the excavation

The dig began in July as a centennial event
and attracted nearly 2,000 people to the site
about seven miles north of here along Banks
IA'L"

Lvnch. a self-stvled student of archacology
and veteran of many digs, was ane of nearly 150
volunteers who worked -I‘IllH\:-It!" et e haeol
ogists at the site. The excavation ended Sept. 15

I'he ;'ll||||T was a hifferent sort of dig b

cause of the large number of visitors and volun
Tewrrs anud becanse ”ll' siter was so diverse, saud Jer
ry Galm, an Eastern Washington University ar
Chacologist and excavation directaor

Ihe archacologists and volunteers uncovered
at least one pit house and rare prehistoric upland
tepees, which usually are lound in niver bottoms
sitd Galm s colleague, Hecky Stevens

I'he large number ol artifacts mostly chip
stone for making and mamtaining tools. piece
bone used as cooking utensils, and quartzite trag
ments used for filleting hish are not usually
found in upland temporary homesites. Mso Ste

vens 'u‘lli

A test dig in 1987 tentatively put the age of
e pit house at 2,300 vears ald. and “all the arti
facts, so far. agree with that,”" Ms. Stevens said

Galm said some of the artifacts found on the
mesa were of a style that has been dated at 4,000
Veurs ||ull

However, more recent styvles also have been
uncovered . indicating that the mesa site was used
time and time again over thousands of vears

Galm said the mesa intrigues him because
data he and his colleagues collected there do not
agree with their previous assumptions. Manv dil
ferent types of tools were found there, and il
vou look at that mesa. vou've got to wonder
why.” he said. “Evervthing they worked on had
tor be dragged up there

As the archacologists peer into the past tth

ors involved in the project are planning for the fu
ture. Nat Washington of Ephrata who discovered
the site 1n 1496 would like to see il preserved

with a viasitors center

I'hee Burcau of Reclamation’s ;||.H|-. tor the
sitee call for revepetating it with the help ot the
tates Department ol Wildlife and Eastern Wash
negtaon University, said Cline Sweet, o Bureau
manager. But ot s iu--\.-.Jlui-' the site could later be
|||\"|1||_u'r| into a visitor center, he said

Galm said the long-term goal is 1o protect the

sitee. That means returning it to its natural state
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Jury finds helmet
corporation at fault

PORTLAND (AP) A for-
mer high school football
plaver has been awarded
$11.2 million from a jury

that concluded a defective

foothall helmet caused him
to suffer a severe brain in
jury four years ago

A helmet made by the
Hike Athletic Co. was unrea
sonably dangerous. leading
to acute bleeding within the
brain of Richard Austria,
then 16, a Multnomah Coun
tv Circuit Court jury decided
Monday in an 11-1 vote

I'he damage award is the
largest in Multnomah Coun
ty court history and appar
ently marks the first time
that an injury case involving
a Bike helmet has been pre
sented to a jury. Bike has
been 1n the helmet business
since 14976

Mark R. Boccl, an attorney
for Richard Austria and his
parents, John and Perla Aus
tria, said several other cases
around the nation against
Bike had been settled out of
court without disclosure of
payvmuents

“We knew  we  were
right.,”” he said after jurors
returned the verdict. “We
weren't sure it would come
oul that wav, but we thought
we were right.

Perla Austria began sob
bing openly as soon as Judge
Richard 1. Unis read from
the verdict form that jurors
had concluded that the hel
met  was  an  unreasonably
dangerous product, causing
the injury to her son

larors also concluded that
the vouth. a reserve defen
sive back at Gresham Union
High School, was 2 percent

at fault, thus reducing the
total award of damages from
S11.40 million o $11.149
million. Bocor said Richard
Austria would need $5.2
milhon to provide for daily

care the rest of his life
Austria, now 20, has se
viere, irreversible mental and

physical impairments after

suffering an acute subdural
hematoma Oct. 1, 1985. He
has been living with his par-
ents but requires 24-hour
care

William Mitchell, a Port-
land lawyer representing
Bike, declined to comment
on the outcome other than to
say, "It was an emotional
case.”' He said there was a
strong chance of an appeal

Bocci and James M. Pip-
pin, representing the Aus-
trias. contended that  the
Bike Air Power model hel
met worn by Austria had not
been adequately tested be
fore the company marketed
it

Jurors hurried from the
courtroom after the verdict
I'he presiding juror, Stephen
I'reick, said jurors found “a
couple things™ wrong with
the helmet, but he declined
to describe them

A compamon defendant,
Dr. Renato Pizarro, a family
friend who first examined
the vouth after he com-
plained of headaches, was
cleared of an allegation of
medical negligence.  Jurors
unanimously concluded that
the examination given by Pi-
zarro did not fall below the
standard of medical care in
the community

Bike and the Kendall Re-
search Center, which tested
helmets for Bike, are liable
for damages found by the
jury. Both are subsidiaries of
Colgate-Palmolive Corp

Charles Peery, a Seattle
lawver for Bike. told jurors
last week that helmets simi
lar to the one worn by Aus
tria are used by 80 percent ol
the plavers in the Northwest
and Alaska, from junior high
school teams to profession

lhe Air Power model cor
tains a bladder and a patent
ed valve al the crown ot the
helmet that is inflated with

aitr. Other padding includes
foam strips, called sizers

that come in various sizes
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EMU

It yvou're looking for a career
with a bright unlimited future
we invite yvou to attend our
FREE career seminar. You'll
learn all about the unlimited op
portunities that can be yours as a
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There's absolutely no obligation
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