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PGE fined for safety violations

By Bob Baum ment changes at the plant and we've taken a very
Associated Press hard look again at plant management oversight
and accountability

PORTLAND [AP) Portland General Electric “There have been at least two individuals with

Co. said Monday it will not appeal a $280.000 In the last couple of months who have been reas
signed to duties outside the nuclear division as a

result of the feeling that we need o be account
able for our actions.”” Sautter said

The NRC said the sumps had been inoperable
at least since the plant was refueled last vear be

fine levied by the UU.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission for violation of safety requirements at the
Trojan nuclear plant

I'he fine, by far the largest ever levied by the
federal agency against PGE, is the result of a fail
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ure to properly inspect sumps beneath the con cause screens intended to prevent debris from en

tainment building of Oregon's only commercial — 1e7INR them either were missing or damaged
nuclear power plant NRC spokesman Greg Cook said tederal inspe

Both the NRC and the utility said the sumps  tors« ould not determine if some of the screens at
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mav have been |”\,},,.;_,1,|*. since Trojan was com the top of the sumps ever had been installed
pleted in 1976 Screens on the side of the sumps were damaged
PGE spokesman Steve Sautter said the sumps I'he lack of screens and damaged screens al
pits for draining lecated at the bottom of the con lowed debris such as small nylon wire ties and
tainment building, can be used in the case of a pieces of metal into the sump area, Cook said
major accident involving a rupture of the contain Fhe sumps are supposed to be inspected vearly
ment building. In case of such an accident, the  when the plant is shut down for refueling
sumps can be used to collect the leaking wate Sautter said
and pump it back into the plant’s cooling system We look at this as a very significant findin
preventing a nuclear meltdown he said. ““We have made some changes and will
I'he inoperable sumps. h siid would not continue to make some changes to make sure a
cause an accident but would certainly hinder ow sttuation like this doesn’t arise again
ability to |'r-l.p:m|i to a loss of coolamt accident in He said PGE r'I:l['|u\--t'- first noticed the screen
the plant. ™ problems during an inspection in July and noh
“Then vou have a situation similar to what fied the NRC. Subsequent inspections in July and
happened at Three Mile Island,”" Sautter told The August by the NRC and PGE discovered further l
Oregonian problems, Cook said l
Screens intended to prevent debris from enter I'he violation was classified as a “"Severity Ley '
ing the sumps either were missing or damaged el 11" problem, the next-to-highest of Tlu five cat
the NRC said egories of problems at nuclear plants Loevel (I '
Sautter said the problem is the result of “a violation carries a minumum fine ol %Hn 000 '
missed inspection. ™ Ihe previous largest NRC fine against PGE was l
“From our viewpoint, there really is no excuse SH0.000 in 1986 for problems in the ventilation l_
for it he said I'here have been some manage svstem of Trojan's control building
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