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Regional

Senate gives nod to spotted

Limits environmentalist
appeals against tree sales

WASHINGTON (AP) I'he
Senate  approved  legislation
Saturday to allow more logging
of the Northwest's old-growth
forests while protecting the rare
'kpll“l'ti owl. the last step before
the measure heads to President
Bush for signing into law

The compromise legislation
was contained in a $11.2 hil
lion measure for the Interon
Department. cultural and other
[llltlllullll\ \\illl }l wWils .1||||In\l'11
91 The House approved the
bill Tuesdav. 191-41

Fhe measure will allow 9.6
billion board {eet of timber to
be sold in Northwest federal
forests during the fiscal vear
that started last Sunday

peals  Challenges  to timbwey
sales would have to be filed
with 15 davs and litigated
within 40 days after that
o Requires that about hall the
sales currently enjoined be re
]".!“l'll
o Requires that federal agencies
strive o preserve contiguous
stretches of old x:nn\\?h forest
rather than logging in a patch
work  pattern of  fragmented
stands
o Fstablishes seven member ad
visory boards to review timbes
sale programs an national for
ests e Washington and Ore
RO

Our state s

clear cutl from corner (o cor

not about to be

Our national forests belong
lo the many coumntered Sen
Wvche Fowler., D-Ga I'hes
are not private tree larms for
the few

Environmentalists  have re
\HP]I'HTI'II the one
vear compromise. They have

luctantly

worked to block further ]ll\.'._l.:llll:
of old-growth timber. using the
rareness of the Northern spot
ted owl as a lever to protect the
forests in which the birds live
The timber industry has op
posed  extensive  preservation
saving that eliminating forest
land from the region’s timber
base will lead to closed mills
lost |l|||- and economic desola

tion tor timber towns

“This timber provision is the
necessary first step in resolving
the timber-supply crisis in the
Northwest. This interim meas
ure sets up a process which al

I also nedr sand Sen. Slade Gorton [ s Il"-llllll‘-illll' harvesting of

K- Wash

the compromise

who voted i Tavor of himber while protecting  sensi

] \in'lj[‘l o
tive pcosvstems and threatened

o (Calls for 45-day
court reviews of timber-sale ap

species Sen. Brock Adams
1) Wash . told the Senate

We in the Washington dele
gahiwon were not ecager o inter

vene and run the forests he

added. ""Unfortunately, such a
step was necessary .
On the Senate floor, debate

over the forest provisions was

minimal  Instead, most atten

owl compromise

Rep. Bob Smith, R-Ore. . had
caving
radical™

accused  Congress  of
into the demands of
environmentalists, and said the
legislation would result in a
substantial and grievous re

duction” in harvest levels

“This agreement is not the
short-term panacea some would
have vou believe,”” Smith said.

‘Our state is not about to be clear cut

from corner to corner.’
— U.S. Sen. Slade Gorton

tion tocused on a controversial
section of the legislation that
would give officials the power
to deny federal grant money for
artworks they believe may be

vhscene

Farlier in the week. in the
House. the timber provisions
had a more dithicult time
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claiming it would result ina 15
percent  reduction  in timber
sales over the next 12 months,
resulting in thousands ol lost
jobs

But Reps. lLes Aucoin, D
Ore . and Norman Dicks, D
Wash . noted that more than
100 House members had vowed
to vote against the timber plan
as 1l originally passed the Sen
ate, before a conference com
mittee worked out the compro
eventually

mise that passed

hoth houses

Aside from the timber com

promise, the appropriations bill
iso includes § 5 omillion o
the Puvallup Indian I'ribe land
latms settlement in the Taco
il arca S22 million 1o pu
chase Madrona Point on Orca
Island, a 1 I hist o
\ ! 1 il
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