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Editorial

Passing on Panama
was right reaction

Nanwel Noriega s

ane of the greatest scourges in this

Panama's renegade leader Gen
without a doubt
hemisphere. His involvement in the iternational drog
cartel undermines the security of this nation. But

should the

him? Nol necessarily

LS jump at any n||||lrlTlHlH‘. [ {R] ni-'1l-1‘-"

Noviega is stll in power in Panama alter his treop
put down an attempted coup by a small rebel forc
marked by sharp Ligh
5. lroaps stationed in the Ca

| vesiday I e o Oy Was short

g ust ikl viards trom |
nal Zone

Fhe end result of the coup appears to be o crashing
victory for Noriega. He and his cronies have survived
the coup intact, and his enemies (mostly junior army
officers) have been captured or decimated

Now., with the satsty ol hindsight, several mem-
bers of Congress have taken it upon themselves to criti-
cize the Bush administration’s inaction during the
coup attempt. David Boren (D-Okla ). Senate intelli-
gence committee cChairman. said that Bush should have
sent troops in o help the rebels

s hard to take Baren's criticism seriously . First,
Noriesa's forces handled the coup attempt so swiltly
and surely that 1S assistance would most certainly
have meant more than simple atd to the rebels — an e
vaston would seem more necessary, and this country
docsn’t have the right gricvances to go to war with
anama

Alsa. Bush is hardly the man (o jump on instant
opportunities such as a breaking coup. He is by na-
ture. o cautious man. This is perhaps especially troge
with Panama. The word in Washington circles is that
Noriesa has something dirty on Bush, perhaps con
cerning an involvement in Contra arms supply or CIA
drug running I Bush pushes to hard, it could be poli-
tical suicide. and that would explain the ongoing Re-
publican reticence to do anything too demanding with
Panama

Finallv. 175 intervention in Central - America
would not have improved the situation. This coup was
attempted by the military . Why replace one military
dictator with another? The United States has a sorey
track record of being all oo willing to deal with mihi-
tary leadoers, and swe should be ghad that Tor once. the
povernment passed on the apportuamty

While Boren looks back with hindsight, it
worthw hile to remember that Nortega homsell came to

“ .ll‘\ll

power through an unpopular militiaey regiome that had
the good graces of the United States. Relations with the
Panamanian peaple and o severing of the tes to the in
ternationad drug community will not occur of we con
tinue our bies with the Panamanian nnbary . Instead

we st support a popular civibian candidate

“T DuNNo, MRS MARCOS ASSURED U [T WAS JUST A PAR of PATENT-LEATHER PUMPS"
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Marcos’ body could bring more turmoil

There hasn't been as much furor raised
over a corpse since Alfred Hitchcock's The
Trouble With Harry

Ever since ex-Philippine president Fer
dinand Marcos was forced to leave his coun-
trv with angry and oppressed Filipinos hot
on his heels in February 1986, he had tried
repeatedly to get back home from exile in
Honolulu

First he tried overthrowing his sucoes-
sor. Troops sympathetic to Marcos took over
the Manilla Hilton in June 1986, and a radio-
television station in January 1987 Both
times Marcos was ready to leave Hawai to
reclaim the government if the attempts had
succeeded, and both times the coup at
tempts were put down by the Philippine
Army

His hostile swatted, Marcos
tried a ditferent strategy. First, he needed to
come home to tend to his atling mother,
then, as his own health failed, he requested

attempts

permission to die in his homeland

And every time, current president Cora-
zon Aquino denied his requests, believing
(wiselv) that either Marcos or his mere pres
ence would entice his tollowers to mutiny

agam

Now Marcos is dead. and his supporters
in the Philippines are trying once again to
have him brought home for burial.

Yes. it's true that Marcos can’t do much
in his current state of health, and that sup-
port for Marcos has declined. Rallies for the
ex-president are becoming smaller and more
infrequent as time passes

Yet, 19 of the seats in the country's 200
member House of Representatives are held
by lawmakers that are in favor of a Marcos
ally coming to power. Admittedly it is a
small number, but something to consider. In
a country as turbulent as the Philippines.
any hint of returning to the old government
could bring about disaster

Something else to consider; While mil
lions of Filipinos lived lives of despair and
poverty, Marcos was a leader of the rich. His
followers are well-financed and still wield a
lot of power, as many of them are in the mil
1ary

For the time being. Marcos' appearance
in the Philippines, living or dead. could
threaten the still-fragile Aquino government
and the desperately needed reforms it has
promised

Letters

Archetypes

1 am somewhat offended by
Bert Tryvba's letter ““Theology™
(ODE Oct. 2). He savs: “God is
no more real than “‘Superman’
or ‘Batman," and similarly, ac-
commodates infantile imagina
tion."’

As someone who believes in
“God, " 1 take offense. Certain
Iy, “God™ i1s not a concrete ob
ject which vou can put vour
hands around and grasp. It is a
concept, but one that is real be
cause of people’s belief in the
concep

For me. | require the exis
tence of some higher force in
the universe (which 1 choose to
call “"God™') to explain a variety
of phenomena which fail to co
incide with how | feel nature
should operate. Such things in
clude the existence of lite, the
speed of light, and the number
pi. Without guiding
force. | can not otherwise ra
tionalize the presence ol these
things to myself

As someone who believes in
“Superman’ and 'Batman,” |
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likewiss take offense. No, 1 do
not believe in them as concrete
beings waging  prnvate  little
wars against crime somew here
on the Eastern Seaboard. How
ever, they are important arche
types for our modern age, es
pousing 20th century ideals
something that classu
types cannot do

Ihev exist because the col

arche

lective unconscious finds them
necessary, even as the similar
archetypes of King Arthur, Job
and Odvsseus were (and per
h.!l)‘\ still are) necessary S
ves, | believe in them as well

I think that | represent “the
average person’’ well enough
if such a thing truly exists. And
| |t'l'1.|||ll\ dll not l’ilII‘\Hil'l my
self to have an “infantile imagi
nation.”

James Drew
Computer Science

Good News

At a time when some stu
dents are closed out of classes

and evervthing seems to be go
ing wrong, it is a good time to
give credit to a University ot
fice  which  has  developed
something that will help stu
dents chart their wav through
what often seems like o maze of
graduation requirements

I'he Registrar's (ftice i ore
cent vears has made available
to each student a tree unofficial
copy of his her transcript and
an Ofhicial Report
I'he Progress Report is particu
larly useful for monitoring pro
gress in satisfving general edu
cation requirements Students
can pick these documents up at
their major department
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A careful review of these
documents will enable students
to spot problems early. For ex
ample. it would prevent a stu
dent from needing to take three
upper division science courses
in the last term of the senior
vear, only to find one of the
courses closed or not taught
that term

It 1s amazing how many stu
dents don’t take advantage of

this opportunity to better man
age their education

Barbara Nicholls
Academic Advising and
Student Services

Disturbed

I am disturbed at the Emer
ald’s  sense of responsibility
concerning student groups and
student funding. In their Oct 4
editonial about the ASUQO Exec-
utive decision to  freeze the
tunds of certain groups, the
Emerald illustrated an  igno
rance on the handling of stu
dent monies

According to the Aug. 25
memo  that notified  student
groups, 16 groups, ranging

from the Black Student Union
to the Oregon Commentator,
had their funds frozen due to
deficits in their fundraising ac-
counts for the 1988-89 fiscal
vear. The Emerald’s editorial
implies these deficits occurred
in the overall budgets; this was
wrong.

The Emerald also seems to

think the ASUQO  shouldn't
meddle in student groups’ al
fairs. The deficits in question
ranged from $31.63 1o over
$8.000. Scott Wyckoff correctly
acted when he froze those ac
counts; students do not need to
deficit spend

Some of these deficits were
due to accounting errors, and
these errors are being correct
ed. Were it not for the ASUQ's
action, these errors may never
have been noticed by the stu
dent groups

The 1FC claims that the
freeze created “bad feelings
Of course it did: the 1FC's
funds were among those tro
zen

Students are spending stu
dent monev through the inc
dental fee system, so what's
wrong with a watchdog that
keeps spending in line? The
ASUO Executive handled the
matter professionally, but un
fortunately, some students pre-
fer anarchic control over all our
money.

Patrick Perkins
Journalism
Thursday, October 5, 1989




