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Wednesday., October 4, 19849 Eugene, Oregon Volumi

Parent anti-drug group gathers at Mac Court

Frohnmayer speaks at rally

By Rosemary White
Fmerald Contributor
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top drug  produci stits n elifect ol “gatewav’ dru i h
AVinerica, with one out ol every s alcohol and tobacco, and 1t
. five crack-making laboratorie nderstand  that  th o
Only 2,000 of an expected 10,000 people showed up tor Tuesday's Parents Rally Against Sub- in the country located here On depends as much on parents el
stance Abuse, but organizers are still calling the event a success egon currently produces $600 forts as on law enforcement
CAHOOTS to deal with Changes sought for the homeless
: D ES aa mersoses
problems on the streets Mental illness, hunger "™
| twoofmany problems
By Sam Silverstein .
Emerald Contributor By Janis Joseph
Emerald Reporter
When there is trouble on the streets of Eagene the prerlice
mav not, 1n some ases, be the most ippropriate people (o Every dav students walkineg down 13th
call \venuae are confronted by the |H||Mr-!|| 0ol
Since early laly a ||.--]u-i| van stalfed with trained homeliessiess
medical and mental health techmicians has been sent instead Every dav students s 1.;-.":||- asking for
ol Eugene police or ambulance crews to the scene of l""l' sometimes demandine . money And every
| lems involving seriously intoxicated, disoriented. contused day many students ignore the problem, ney
.,;.i.---;u.u.l--nr|u-|-||l.- er looking bevond the llr'n[llr' to hind ot
I'he Crisis Assistance Helping Out On The Streets (CA catse or its solution
HOOTS) program was put on the road to he li' the city's l'“" Homelessness has been a |||l|!'!t'[|= in ku
lic safety svstem handle “issues that aren’t criminal said gene for vears. In many cases, however, be
Bob Dritz, coordinator of the White Bird human services cen ing homeless s only part of hiee lnnlnlum
ter, from which the van uperales For some, homelessness 1s combined with
It is a first response rather than the police, ™" Dritz said mental illness
Instead of sending Eugene police otficers into situations \ strong 10 to 15 percent of the home
for which they are not alwavs trained or comfortable (o han less are mentally ill sild Erme Unger, o
dle, he explained, the CAHOOTS van s dispatched. The van rector of the Eugene Mission, an emergency
operates Tuesday through Saturday evenings. from 4 until homeless for the homeless
midnight, and is equipped with seats and some medical I'he first week in October has been desig
equipment nated Mental Awareness Week, according to
It has been most often called upon by the police to trans the state Mental Health Division. The theme
port intoxicated or disruphive }|-~np|r- to the dppropriat place s A\ Time for Change
| detoxification centers, shelters or homes Change is what the 19849 Oregon Legisla
Ihe idea is based loosely on a similar program in Port ture tried to bring about. The Legislature ap
land proved an increase in funding for a variety
(In 1986). White Bird proposed the idea that the classi of programs dealing with the care of the
cal public satety system police, fire ind ambulance mentally 11l said Peggy Sand, public rela
could use some enhancement Dritz sind A more etlective tions director for the Mental Health Division
response ( auld come from the human services system .’ in Salem
After a delay of almost three vears. the van was pur Oregon’s mental hospitals an severely
j chased this spring and hit the streets in July tor a four-month overcrowded, and more than halt of the
trial. At the end ol October, the program’s initial funding chronically mentally ill in our state remain
will run drv and a decision will be made according to Dritz unserved,”” said Richard Lippincott, admin
whether to continue with some changes, or stop istrator for the Mental Health and ]Ju-\.win[.
“It's been an interesting trial period he said. 1 think mental Disability Services Division
it has been successful in a lot of wavs, and smooth in terms Dammasch State Hospital in Wilsonville
of the nuts and bolts. ™ lost Medicaid funding because 1t could not
meel the federal requirements for the pro Photo by Steve Card
Turn to CAHOOTS, Page 11 The myriad of problems faced by the homeless will
Turn to Homeless, Page 11 compound as winter approaches.




