Congressional truce

By Jeft Barnard
Associated Press

GRANTS PASS (AP Envi
ronmentalists  and  representa
tivies of the timber industry ex
pres ed doubts that the |1
Forest Service could turn out
the timber called for by Con
gress o oa short-term truce be
tween loggers and the northern
.llullfln! owl

he two sides vach said Fri
day they gave up too much and
the solution that came out of
|r-|!rf|l.|! wrangling stretching
hack to June 24 may be too it
e too late for timber-de pren
dent town i weell as e _i...'
ted owl

Roth sides also agreed that

management of the Northwest s

farest has now been thruast on a
mationa taee and . Tor better o
worse, will never again be a lo

cal issue

I'he last ditch deal called for
the: Forest Service o produce

hillhion board feet of timbier
im Oregon and Washington and
the 175 Bureau of Land M
agement to produce 1.9 billion
board feet in Oregon in the next
Vit

I'he deal restored some judi
cial review of timber sales, or
dered the Forest Service (oo
consider 1 management ]I:-IT1'-
for the spotted owl in the next
vear. and implemented a policy
ol preserving  environmentally
signihicant stands ol uld
growth

Fhe compromise was a L
cry trom the deal proposed
June 24 in Salem by Sen. Mark
Hatfield abter convening a sum
mit of environmentalists and
timber industry representatives

lo free some of  the timber
locked up by lawsuits brought
o preservi habitat for the spot
ted owl
Faced with a growing timber
hortage due to lawsuits over
the spotted owl. Hatlield had
proposed a guara eed harvest
ol B hillion board feet of timber
from national forests in Qregon
and Washimgton and billhion
board feet from BLEM lands in
Oregon with no chance of judi
il review
]'i- e an Iil.p!'n'\t'llll".:'l-\ in

the final version over whit was

originally proposed sard Vi
Shit itorney lor the Sierra
( by Lagal I dedienise Fund
which handled the spotted

awsuil against the Forest Ser

vice, The organization is sepa
rate trom t ra b

it |I' i il r I!I 1
' the | siervioe diredted
i Y INT | nanagement
plans tar ! fered o 1 P
1 i T potied o

Fhere is good direct
cernming considerahwon ol lrag
mentation of ecologically sig

Hicant old growlth larest
stand her saidd I hee ;-I|-l|||'1r1
is the cut level 1s so high that
vou wonder how the Forest
Service 1s going to be able to
givee meaninghul consideration
to that directive

I'he deal calls for releasing
1 1 billion board feet out of the
1.7 billion under court injun
tion in the Forest Service law
sutl, Sher said

'l h:ulm:.\!\ have  been
telling us that we may have al
ready passed the point of no re
turn for the owl he  said

I'he purported solution here

not effective, both camps say

ful trend and one that we have

said a certain amount of faith in

Mark Rev of the National For

Provluets Association

warned that success of the deal
nded on the goodwill of

environmentalists

added that the harvest

levels environmentalists are de

g as too high were the

levels the Oregon Natural

Resources Council testified last

spring were acceptable

may well be too little Congres Larry Tultle, Oregon director
sional attention too late of The Wilderness Society
Fhe Forest Service would the best thing to come out of he sid
have no comment uantil the the deal was the nationalization
compromise was signed into of the old groswth 1ssue Bt
law by the president, said Gary While there are a lot of
(Cordova spokesman for Kegion things i this Jriae kage 1 don't L
i in Portland likee, 1 think it established a "
Chris West, district forester new beachhead Futtle sand
tor the Northwest Forestry As | know there is consideration He
sOociathion also exprossed and 1 strong ]I'!H\l}!:ll‘\ ol
doulis the Forest Service could oversile hearings on this in the Crymn
produce the timber given th Seante as ecarly as October of *3Ine
constraint won by oenviron this vear
moentalists lames Monteith, director of

In terms of evervihing that the Oregon Natural Resources
the environmental community Council, said he was staggersd S
or preservationist community by the willingness ol | 1y s
every problem recognized with makers from outside the regior 1
(LITE Hattield- Adams amend to take on the Northwest dels depend
et the volume was too gation on this 1ssud rond
high. there was no judicial re 'hat trend s a very power violvi

the old growth definition
Vils o0 Narrow every singl
one ol those points has been

et West said Nob ane con

L} SION Was made Our wa\

Bt the bottaom Line to

that it appears we got a short
1 1
U

tern lion where prior (o
1hi wir had nothing Wesl
sl We are gomg to see lay
olts, because in the Western

jrearts of the two states we v
seen very hittle timber sold

Even if the timber s sold in
December or January, they will
not be able 1o start harvesting
that because they can't build
roads until the weather is dry

It s unfortunate when wi
have a united Northwest dele
gation with a solution for the

Northwest that two congress
men from east ol |il|' Ko L.I"'-
Chet Atkins and Sid Yates, can
b so powertul affecting timber
.]u'iu-nuir‘nl communities in the
MNorthwest West sand
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Whether this works or not
wday a matter of S ulation
me extent, not because it is

well written, but because it

Is very heavily on the

faith ol evervone in
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