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Rain returned to the University campus Tuesday. but John Anthony still made his rounds cut
ting the greens. Overcast skies are expected to continue today
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Book banning attempts usually fail

But state is second in tries

By Hon Walker
Emerald Associate Editor

Censorship attempts occur more frequently in Ore
gon than in any state except California, according to a
but the
on the actual attitudes of Oregonians

During Banned Book Week, Sept. 23-30
brarians and civil libertarians will advocate freedom of

recent study statistics may shed talse light

Lo <I[ I.'.

sSpee h and the protection ol controversial literary
works

|'1Hi-t\ s instances of lt'll\lll\hlll dare maore -,uile
than burning stacks of paperbacks or felt-tip marker
editing. but books on school and state library shelves
continug to be scrutinized and challenged by those
disagreeing with the books’ contents

According to a report last month from the anti
censorship group PAW  (People for the American
Wav), Oregon ranked No. 2 nationwide in the number
of cases of attempls to restrict materials from schools
or school libraries

Oregon had 18 such cases during the 1988-89
school year, and only California had more, the report
said. Reading material under fire included the book
lnderstanding AIDS and Rolling Stone magazine

However, the large number of reported attempts
may be a result of more efficient reporting of cases. not
excessively prudish attitudes of state citizens

“The (PAW) report reflects better data collection
It's not that Oregon is a more conservative state,'’ said
Mary Ginaane, coordinator of the Oregon Intellectual
Freedom Clearinghouse, an Oregon State Library de
partment

The Clearinghouse was established in May 1987
specifically to monitor challenges ot books and library
materials and to provide assistance to libraries receiv
ing challenges. Oregon is one of only a few states with
such a service

['ntil other states collect information in the same
way, Ginaane said, it is too early to compare Oregon to
other states using Clearinghouse statistics

The second annual report of the Clearinghouse
released Sept. 22, reports challenges against 34 library
books, as well as one art exhibit. in Oregon’s public
and school libraries between July 1. 1988 and June 30,
1984

In most of the cases, a committee reviewed objec

Coraphie by Todd Peterson
tions, and the materials in question staved on the
“Ilf'l\"‘-

However, while The Woman's Encyclopedia of
Mvths and Secrets, by Barbara (0. Walker, was being
reviewed after a North Bend parent complained about
its contents, it was temporarily removed from the shelf
of the North Bend High School media center

The basis for the complaint was that “'the things
discussed in this book are of no benefit to anvone, " ae
cording to the Clearinghouse report

North Bend High School librarian Ann Magill said
that the book is back into circulation, and that the
book is indeed of benefit to those who need that infor
mation

“1 support freedom ol inquiry
citizens to object,” Magill said
jects to (a book) certainly doesn’t have to use it 1 think
high students are capable of making good
choices about what they review and see

I'he James Baldwin book If Beale Street Could
Talk was removed from a St
after objections to profanity and anti-Christian pas

but also the right of
I'he person that ob

s hool

Paul high school Library
sages. The Clearinghouse report also ine luded chal
lenges ol books from the Portland area, Roseburg and
Lebanon. among other areas

Oregon is one of only a few states with an active
clearinghouse of this sort, said David Fidanque of the
local American Civil Liberties U'nion chapter

Turn to Censorship, Page 10

Enrollment limits
appear on target

By C hris Bounen
Fmerald Associate Editor

number of 1ncom

g lreshman and

Jim Buch

transter students
projet tedd enrollment s placed w
il lewer stu

Fhe Tniversity's
18,000 students tor tall term
dents than Last tall, Buch said

I'he ultimate goal is to roll back the
lovel to 17600 students by the fall of 1990, he said

Last fall. the University enrolled 18,541, which
was 1,000 more students than the state had allocated

which is

enrollment

funds to serve. The result was a crowded campus and
a lack of adequate resources
“The critical term is goTng to be the fall of 1990
Huch said
“One hundred or
|'|" '--Illl
have to continue very severe restrictions

“That's what we're atming tor
200 aver (the quota) doesn’t
spell disaster M owe're at 18,500 (this term)

Iomeans wi

for wanter, spring and even summer (terms)

Huch said the University will not know how se
vere future restrictions will be until the official tall en
rollment total, which will be tallied during the fourntl
week of classes s known

[t prropection | did based on the activilie
through the tirst two davs ol the Mac Court registra
hion process suggest that we would be within 30 ar 40
of the actual number we had planned for Buch sand

In addition to implementing a selective admis
the University raised its minimum re
quirements to a 3.0 grade point average tor freshman

Sions prograim

apphcants and a 2.0 GPA for transler students
Minimum requirements lor transfer students to he

considered for admission next fall will rise again to a

25 GPA tor residents and a 2 50 GPA tor non-resi
dents in order to limit enrollment even further, Buch
\.!lli

Meoting the minimum requirements however, no
longer guarantees admission, Buch sad

Because of the higher standards, Buch said the
mean GPA of this fall's freshman class 1s substantially
higher than in previous years

“The effect we see this fall
Buch said

indeed, 15 a very well
prepared class,’

“The preparation we will see in the coming vears
will be even stronger as more and more students comae
to the realization that its not good enough just to study
for the first three vears of high school.” he said

Buch said no new roll backs were planned for fu
and that the level of freshman
admissions will stay at 3.500

Moreover

perience the same strain of lassroom VPt because of

ture freshman classes

Buch said the Unmiversity should not ex

the decrease in enrallment and the availability of new

rOOms

The selective admissions process s "‘l'l't'."li o
stay in place bevond the two vear period of roll back
in enrollment to ensure the student population doesn’t
wiell over the Uiniversity s f\ljll-__‘_1 tird resources, Buch
Sl

We're going to continue to be concerned that
students who come to us are well prepared to meet the
challenge.” Buch said. “"We do not want to send oul
the message that vou have to be prepared in 89 or 90

and not 1in 91 or 92,



